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SYLLABUS

Foundation Course – I
Sr. No. Modules No. of Lectures

1 Overview of Indian Society 05
2 Concept of Disparity – I 10
3 Concept of Disparity – II 10
4 The Indian Constitution 10
5 Significant Aspects of Political Processes 10

Total 45

Sr.
No. Modules/Units

1 Overview of Indian Society

Understand the multi-cultural diversity of Indian society through its demographic
composition: population distribution according to religion, caste and gender;
Appreciate the concept of linguistic diversity in relation to the Indian situation;
Understand regional variations according to rural, urban and tribal characteristics;
Understanding the concept of diversity as difference.

2 Concept of Disparity – I

Understand the concept of disparity as arising out of stratification and inequality;
Explore the disparities arising out of gender with special reference to violence
against women, female foeticide (declining sex ratio), and portrayal of women in
media; Appreciate the inequalities faced by people with disabilities and
understand the issues of people with physical and mental disabilities.

3 Concept of Disparity – II

Examine inequalities manifested due to the caste system and inter-group conflicts
arising thereof; Understand inter-group conflicts arising out of communalism;
Examine the causes and effects of conflicts arising out of regionalism and
linguistic differences.

4 The Indian Constitution

Philosophy of the Constitution as set out in the Preamble; The structure of the
Constitution – the Preamble, Main Body and Schedules; Fundamental Duties of
the Indian Citizen; tolerance, peace and communal harmony as crucial values in
strengthening the social fabric of Indian society; Basic features of the
Constitution.

5 Significant Aspects of Political Processes

The party system in Indian politics; Local self-government in urban and rural
areas; the 73rd and 74th Amendments and their implications for inclusive
politics; Role and significance of women in politics.
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1 OVERVIEW OF
INDIAN SOCIETY

INTRODUCTION
In India we find that there are multiplicity of languages, races,

religions, cultures, regions, costumes, food-habits, climatic condition,
geographical features, historical legacies etc. Geographically speaking,
in India we have the areas where snowfall exists, desert areas, drought
prone areas and areas of heavy rains and floods too. Hence, the
pluralistic nature of Indian Society is inevitable. India divided into 28
states according their special features. We have to understand the nature
of the Indian Society. Therefore, we have to analyze the various features
of our society. Since, we are the citizens of India and wanted to live
peacefully, wanted to make progress for ourselves and of the nation,
then without knowing our society, there cannot be harmony among us.
This will help us how to live in a democratic society and how to
administer the multiplicity of the features of Indian society according to
our constitution. Therefore, we must try to understand the Indian
Society as its analysis from neutral view.

INDIAN SOCIETY AS PLURALISTIC
The nature of Indian Society is pluralistic which means there are

multiple languages spoken and linguistic crisis and even linguistic riots
occurred. In India, there are multiple ethnicities where one cannot boast
of his pure racial origin.

We also must know that multiple religions are there in India and
religious groups and their various ideologies. There is confluence of
cultures in Indian Society that affects the living standards of the people
of India. Nonetheless, there are various regions showing urban and tribal
geographical differences. All these dimensions must be analyzed so that
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one can be better acquainted with the pluralistic nature of our Indian
Society.

Multi-cultural Nature of India-society
By analysis, Indian Society, as we understand that there are multi-

lingual, multi-ethnic, multi-religious and multi-cultural people of Indian
Society. It is evident that the people of India have diverse habits of dress,
food, songs, dances, paintings, poetry, literature, worshipping methods,
Gods & Goddesses, rituals, festivals etc. This diversity of culture is also
the major concern for Sociology, Anthropology, and Behavioural
Sciences. We have already discussed about the multi-ethnic nature of
Indian Society. These various races have contributed number of things
which formed the cultural diversity.

Contribution of various Races to Indian Culture
1. Contribution of Negritoes: The Andamanese people have still

kept their own language as well as pure blood. Though they could not
contributed to Indian culture but being the primitive tribes they have
maintained their identity.

2. Contribution of Proto-Australoids: They have contributed a
lot to the Indian culture as follows:

(a) Art of Pottery: This art unknown to Negritoes was initiated
byProto-Australoids. They made beautiful and delicate pottery
from clay which is even today one of the great feature of Indian
culture.

(b) Introduction of Totemism: These people introduced keeping
the symbol of our dynasty or family in the form of animals or
plants. This was also related to their religion. They were the
first to use hoe and digging stick in cultivation activities.

(c) Cultivation of Fruits and Vegetables: They cultivated certain
common fruits and vegetables such as banana, coconut, betel,
brinjal, pumpkin, lime, rose-apple and also cotton and silk-
cotton.

(d) Austric Language: Aryans, after these people, were under the
influence of the Austric speech. Austric speakers gifted to
Indo- Aryans their common word for “arrow” (bana) and
“Stick” (lakuta) and also “phallus” (linga), which were applied
by Aryans in their literature.
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3. Contributions of Dravidians:
(i) Development of City Culture: Despite the Proto-Australoids

promoted the agriculture and village life, the Dravidians built
cities and evolved city – culture.

(ii) Introduction of Language: The Dravidian languages have
great influence in India i.e. Telugu, Kannada, Malyalam, Tamil
and other languages of South India. Even the ‘Bahui’ language
spoken in Baluchistan has its origin in Dravidian languages.
Their classical literature also is very rich.

(iii) Indus Valley Civilization and Dravidian language:
Dravidians are believed to be ruled the Indus Civilization
Valley. Same people also used the Dravidian speech though it
is not deciphered well.

(iv) Dravidian Philosophy: Dravidians also have contributed to
religion and philosophy.
(a) Today, the cult of Siva and the concept of Shakti cult

belong to Dravidians.
(b) Contribution toward Institution of Yoga.
(c) Use of symbols of Gods and Goddesses such as lion and

bull.
(d) The characteristics of offerings of flowers, leaves, fruits,

water etc. at the same time of worship today, is all
influence of Dravidians.

(e) The Hindu way of consecrating an image and then
treating it as a ‘living’ deity by offering it food,
ornaments, flowers by burning incense before it and
singing hymns in its honour, is believed to be of
Dravidian origin.

(f) The Dravidian mythological figures of Gods and
Goddesses such as, Siva and Uma, Vishnu, Ganesha,
Hanumana became the established gods of Hinduism even
as of today.

(g) It is a belief ‘tantra-mantra’ comes from Dravidian legacy.
(h) The snake worship (Nag Panchami), both of the

sculptured form and the living creature, which is common
in India, today, is also the legacy of the Dravidians.

(v) Dravidian Influence on Myths and Legends: Most of the
myths and legends of gods, kings, heroes, and sages current
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among the Dravidians came to be absorbed by Aryans in their
modified and improved forms.

(vi) Dravidian Social Customs and Traditions in Hindu Society:
(a) Rites and rituals at the time of wedding ceremony.
(b) Use of turmeric and vermilion in wedding ritual.
(c) Use of coconut & betel leaves.

(vii) Contribution to Economy: The rice, millets, pulses, ghee,
curds, fish, edible oils are Dravidian origin. Aryans produced
barley, cakes, meat, butter etc. Dravidians also made unsewn
cotton clothes like the dhoti, sari, loin-cloth, shawl and turban.
They also started the system of counting on the basis of eight
instead ten.

4. Contribution of Indo-Aryans: Aryans came in India and
settled in North and Central India. Our present day Hindu religious
philosophy deeply rooted in vedic literature of the Aryans. They also
introduced ethics, art, architecture, science, ideas of social, economic
and political life.

5. Contribution of Persian and Greeks:
(i) Impact on art, architecture and coinage.

(ii) The shape of Asokan pillars with round bell-shaped ‘abaci’ and
bull or lion capitals clearly revealed Persian styles.

(iii) Greeks laid great influence on the architecture and sculpture i.e.
Gandhara School of art was developed in India.

6. Mutual Influence of Hindu-Muslim Culture: In India the
greatest influence on our culture is from the Islamic culture. We should
understand this fact and try to maintain the harmony and peace in the
country. The Islamic culture is also under the influence of Hindu culture.
(A) Impact of Islamic Culture on Hindus in India:

(i) Indian Architecture: Hindu temples have adopted the features
from muslim architecture. eg. Govind Dev temple (1590),
Some royal residences, state buildings at Bikaner palace
fortresses such as those at Jodhpur and Orchha. They are
adoption from Mughal style of architecture.

(ii) Yunani Medical System: Arabs borrowed this system of
medicine from Greeks and introduced in India, which is a
degree awarded in Medical Sciences even today.
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(iii) Influence on Urban Life: Urban life in India also influenced
by the Islamic life such as royal courts, and high sophistication
of population, refinement in language and literature, arts and
crafts, manners, dress, diet, luxuries and forms of entertainment.
They developed the centres of power at Delhi, Agra, Lucknow.
They set fashion trends which were widely followed in all
provincial courts, including even unfriendly states like
Rajasthan and the Deccan.

(iv) Impact on Indian Dress: Pajamas of muslims still used in
Punjab and now used by all Indians. While Salwar Kamiz and
Dupatta of Muslims is worn by Punjabis and all over India. The
Afghan Muslims and their Karakuli cap is commonly used in
Delhi during winter. Pardah of Muslim is also followed by
orthodox Hindu women.

(v) Impact on Rural Life: In rural India the ceremonies of birth
and death, marriages, fairs and festivals were commonly
followed during Islamic rule. Style of building houses, the
manner of cooking, spoken language was also influenced by
Islamic culture.

(B) Impact of Hindu Culture on Islam in India:
(i) Indian Muslims are distinct from the Muslims elsewhere in the

World and it is due to Hindu influence.
(ii) Hindu Influence on Islamic Religion

(a) Islam condemns priesthood but Indian Muslims do.
(b) Muslims also follow the elaborate ceremonies and rituals.
(c) Basically, Islam is mono-theistic and iconoclastic.

However, Indian muslims often venerate saints and visit
their tombs. There are number of sacred shrines in India
such as Shaikh Chisti at Ajmer and Bhairavanath at
Mathura which are frequently visited by both Muslims
and Hindus.

(d) Idolatrous Practices: The muslims of Punjab worship
many gods like Siansi, Magti and Lachi. The Mirasis
make offerings to Durga, Bhavani and Turk Nawab of
Eastern Bengal worship Laxmi. Many Bengali Muslims
worship Kali, Sitala, Baidyanath Dharmaraja and other
Hindu deities. The Momins worship the Hindu Trinity of
God i.e. Brahma, Vishnu, Mahesh and their salutation is
‘Ram Ram’. In the Jhang district in Punjab and
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Gorakhpur in U.P. Muslims regard fire as sacred.
Muslims in India also take part in Holi, Diwali festivals.

(iii) Hindu Women in Muslim Harems: These women in the
harems synthesized the Indo-Islamic cultures. These Hindu
women introduced their social customs, ceremonies, rites and
rituals to their Muslim husband’s homes. The Hindu habits of
bathing and ceremonial purity were adopted by Muslims. eg.
Malkana Rajputs converted to Islam still perform Hindu rites
and ceremonies and have retained their family names. Hindu
titles like Thakur, Choudhary and Raja are also adopted by
Muslims.

(iv) Muslim Mysticism and Hindu Mysticism: Indian Saints like
Kabir and Guru Nanak, their preaching has greatly influenced
the Muslims and Hindus and in Islam they followed ‘Sufism’.

(v) Toleration and Patronage: Muslim rulers as well as Hindu
rulers patronized the Hindu scholars, poets, artists, warriors
and also Muslims scholars, writers, poets respectively in their
courts.

(vi) Mingling of Hindus and Muslims Together: Followers of
both the religions study the sacred works of each other at
tombs and temples. Muslims also participate in Hindu festivals
in large numbers. Before the advent of British, slaughter of
cow was not existed among Muslims.

(vii) European Elements in India:
(a) India’s commercial contacts with outside world:

India had commercial contacts with Greek & Roman
empire. The traders from Greece and Rome used to come
in India and carry away the Indian articles like spices,
pepper, sugar. Even Alexander has appointed his officer
in India to look after Indian conquests.

(b) Columbus and Vasco-de-Gama, the Portuguese sailors
and adventurers came to India via the new sea route.

(c) Conquest of Goa by Portuguese (1510): Another
Portuguese sailor Alfonso de Albuquerque captured Goa
from the Sultan of Bijapur. He made the conversions of
Goan to Christianity.
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(iv) Other Europeans like French Danes, Dutch, Danish,
British also had exchanged their influence among the
Indian culture.

(a) Portuguese contribution to Indian culture:
(i) Portuguese Language: The words like chavi (key) table

(mez), gambling (Jugar) are used by the Indians.
(ii) Introduction of Printing Press: In 1557 the Portuguese

could print the first book in the printing press set up by
Jesuit priests. After hundreds of years East India
Company set up printing press in Bombay.

(iii) Portuguese were the first to establish medical school of
the western type in Goa which is now a medical college.

(iv) They revived the Christian Faith in India.

(b) Contributions of the Dutch, the Danes and the French: The
Danes established their settlement at Serampore, a refuse for Christian
missionaries. The French set up their settlements in Pondicherry
(Pudducherry), Mahe and Chandranagar where even today people speak
French language.

(c) The British Contributions: The educated Indians always
imitated the British system of education, living, etiquette, i.e. dress,
manner, and some customs. Their impact on Indian society, economy,
polity and administration has been a great significance.

Multi-lingual Nature
One of the feature of Indian Society is that there are many

languages spoken in India.

According to “Linguistic Survey of India” there are nearly 179
languages and more than 1652 dialects in India. There are also some
dialects spoken by hilly area or Adivasi people or tribal people are not
registered in the government records.

Language is the medium of communication among the individual
and the society.

There are 22 languages in India which are included in the Eighth
Schedule of the Indian Constitution
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Table 1.1: Languages in VIIIth Schedule of Constitution

Sr. No. Name of the language
1 Assamese
2 Bengali
3 Gujarati
4 Hindi
5 Kannada
6 Kashmiri
7 Malyalam
8 Marathi
9 Oriya
10 Punjabi
11 Sanskrit
12 Tamil
13 Telugu
14 Urdu
15 Manipuri
16 Sindhi
17 Nepali
18 Konkani
19 Dogri
20 Maithili
21 Santhali
22 Bodo

It is the responsibility of the Government of India to develop these
languages and promote literature to publish for the people of that
respective language.

When Indian got free from the clutches of British rulers on
15thAug. 1947, the states started demanding the creations of ‘Linguistic
States’ for themselves. In 1953, Andhra Pradesh was the first
‘Linguistic’ State which was followed by the other states to come into
being on the basis of ‘Language’.

Table 1.2: States and their Languages

Sr. No. Name of the State Official Language Spoken
1. Andhra Pradesh Telugu, Urdu
2. Arunachal Pradesh English, Hindi
3. Assam Assamese, Bodo, Bengali, Karbi
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4. Bihar Hindi, Urdu, Bhojpuri, Magadhi,
Maithili

5. Chhattisgarh Hindi, Chhattisgarhi
6. Goa Konkani, Marathi, Portuguese,

English
7. Gujarat Gujarati, Hindi, Urdu
8. Haryana Hindi, Punjabi
9. Himachal Pradesh Hindi, Pachari

10. Jammu & Kashmir Kashmiri, Dogri, Urdu
11. Jharkhand Hindi
12. Karnataka Kannada
13. Kerala Malyalam
14. Madhya Pradesh Hindi
15. Maharashtra Marathi, Kokani
16. Manipur Manipuri, Maithili
17. Meghalaya Khasi, Garo, English
18. Mizoram Mizo, English
19. Nagaland English
20. Orissa Oriya
21. Punjab Punjabi
22. Rajasthan Hindi, Rajasthani
23. Sikkim Nepali
24. Tamil Nadu Tamil
25. Tripura Bengali, Kokborok
26. Uttaranchal Hindi, Urdu
27. Uttar Pradesh Hindi, Urdu
28. West Bengal Bengali

Table 1.3: Union Territories and their Languages

Sr. No. Union Territories Official Language
1. Andaman & Nicobar Nicobarese, Bengali, Punjabi,

Islands Malyalam,Tamil,Telugu, Eng., Hindi
2. Chandigarh Punjabi, Hindi
3. Dadara & Nagar Haveli Gujarati
4. Daman & Div Gujarati, English
5. Lakshadweep Malyalam
6. Pudduchery Tamil, French
7. Delhi Hindi, English, Urdu, Punjabi

* Delhi has a special status which have Chief Minister and Council of
Ministers.
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Multi-Ethnic Nature of Indian Society
The multi-ethnic means the composition of many races. In India,

there is not a single race population but it is the admixture of all the
races of the world. The people in Africa are black in complexion as
against people in Europe are white in colour of skin. But in India, we
find the people of black, white, brown etc. in the colour of complexion.
Many a times, it is said that aborigines of India were the Dravidians and
they were black in complexion and found in South India. But at the
advent of Aryans, there came the admixture of the blood relations.
Aryans were fair in complexion and they married the women of the
Dravidians. They fought against them and ruined their culture i.e. Indus
Valley Civilization. Although there are divergent of opinions about the
ethnic composition in India. The Anthropologist, Sociologists,
Historians have given their theories in a different manner. They have
built their inferences based on the physical characteristics, group
characteristics i.e. skin colour, shape of head, colour of eyes, facial
structure, shape of nose etc. In India many invaders from various parts
of the world had their conquests and admixture of their culture and
civilization was came into existence.

There are found the following racial groups in India.

Table 1.4: Multi-ethnic Groups in India

Sr. No. Racial Group Characteristics
1. Negritos  Originally from Africa and first to come in

India
 They are found in Andaman Islands,

Kochin and Travancore;
 Tribes – Jarawas, Onges, Sentinelese and

the great Andamanese; Live like ‘Early
Man’

2. Proto-
Australoids

 Short, flat nose, wavy hair & black in
colour.

 They grew rice, vegetables and
sugarcane.

 They are found in Santhal, Kol (Chhota
Nagpur), Bhill in M.P.

 They could maintain pure racial group.
3. Dravidians  Cultured people before Aryans. Short

stature, dark skin, ample & long hair, long
head, broad nose.
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 It is said that still they have maintained
their identity.

 According to Risely they are the original
inhabitants of India but in due course they
came into contact with Aryans, Mangoloids
and got their characteristics changed.

 They are the people who developed Indus
Valley Civilization i.e. Harappa and
Mohen-jo-Daro.

4. Indo-Aryans  Aryan tribe that had inter-marriages and
inter-mingling of cultures with Indians. Fair
skin, tall, long head, pointed long nose.

 They settled in North & Central India.
5. Indo-

Mangolians
 Short stature, wheatish yellow coloured,

beardless, flat nose and flat face.
 They are also found in Tibet, China, Japan

& Burma.
 In India found in Sikkim, Assam, Nagaland,

Mizoram, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur & Tripura.

6. Mangolo-
Dravidians

 Admixture of Mangol & Dravidians

 These are found in Bengal & Orissa.
7. Aryo-

Dravidians
 Admixture of Aryans & Dravidians.

 They are found in Ganga Basin, Punjab,
Bihar, Rajasthan & Uttar Pradesh.

8. Scytho-
Dravidians

 They are found in Sindh (Pak).

 They also are found in Gujarat and
Maharashtra.

 It is also said that they represents
Marathas and coorg people.

9. Turko-Iranians  Tall, fair, dark eyes.
 These are coming under the Baluchi,

Brahmi and Afghan.
 They are found in Baluchistan, Punjab and

Sindh.
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Table 1.5: New Foreign Races in India

Sr. No. Racial Group Characteristics
1. Greeks, shakas,

Pallavas, Kushanas &
Huns

 These people were the invaders
in India.

 They settled and accepted the
culture of India and also
influenced the Indian culture.

 It is said that origin of Rajputs is
to be attached with Huns but
Rajputs believe in their ‘Agnikula
Theory.’

2. Jews, Parsees, Muslim  Traditionally speaking jews were
persecuted by Titus in 70 A.D.
and came in India.

 Parsees came from Persia.
 We found both these races only in

Mumbai. Muslims came before
712 A.D. and are similar to
Persian, Indo-Aryan, Turks &
Afghans.

 They also intermingled with Indian
culture but even today their ideals
are different from Hindus.

3. Europeans  Portuguese, Dutch, French,
British are formed in various parts
of India in Minority groups.

Therefore, we must say that in India, the people are multi-ethnic
and having their characteristics different from each other though their
native country is India.

Multi-Religious Nature of Indian Society
India is a multi-religious country. There are Hindu, Buddhist, Islam,

Christianity, Jain, Sikhism, Parsi, Zoroastrian religions in India. Every
religion has got its founders, preachers, their teachings, their philosophy
are different from each other. Hinduism has many Gods & Goddesses as
in Islam has one God. Hinduism worship idols of thousands of Gods &
Goddesses as Islam is an iconoclast religion. Hindus worship cow as
Muslims & Christians partake the flesh of cow. Sikkhism has its own
philosophy. There are many sects in each religion which believes in the
ideology different from each other. Mention can be made of the crisis
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about ‘Dera Sachha Sauda Chief’ (one of the sect of Sikhism) Baba
Gurmeet Ram Rahim and the original sikh followers.

We must understand the existence of all these religions faithfully
and then we should behave in our multi-religious society and try to
establish unity in diversity.

Table 1.6: Religionwise Population in India

Sr.
No.

Name of Religion 2001 (census)
figures in 1000

Percentage

1. All Religions people 10,28,610 100.00%
2. Hindus 8,27,519 80.45%
3. Muslims 1,38,208 13.43%
4. Christians 24,150 2.34%
5. Sikhs 19,216 1.86%
6. Buddhists 7,955 0.77%
7. Jains 4,225 0.41%
8. Others (Parsis, Jews) 7337 0.71%

(Includes Parsis – 6500 & Jews 4000)

REGIONAL DIFFERENCES
While making an analysis of the Indian society with reference to

religious, ethnic, linguistic, cultural etc. we also tried to suggest the
measures to bring ‘Unity in Diversity.’ At the same time we also must
not neglect the aspect of regional differences like rural-urban- tribal
dimensions in our Indian society.

Rural-urban Differences
The people living in the villages are the rural population. The area

which is developed economically, socially, industrially, in degree of
urbanization occupied by the people is urban area. There is basic
differences among the rural and urban population. There lived more than
72% population in rural areas. They are directly or indirectly dependent
upon land. The Indian economy is totally based on the agriculture
production. In urban India there lived the 27.78% of population.
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Table 1.7: Rural-Urban dimension

Sr.
No.

Rural Urban

(i) Majority of population i.e. 74,
16, 60,293 live in rural India.

(i) 28, 83, 54,954 people are
living in urban area.

(ii) Agriculture is major
occupation.

(ii) Industrial, technical
occupations are more in
urban.

(iii) No spread of higher education
as compared to the urban
area.

(iii) All kinds of higher
education is available in
urban area.

(iv) Caste consciousness is more
rigid.

(iv) No caste consciousness or
less than rural India.

(v) Superstitions, false beliefs,
magical formulas are more
prevalent.

(v) Less superstitions, modern
science, scientific attitude
towards life.

(vi) Scarcity of employments. (vi) Ample employments.
(vii) Industrially backward. (vii) Industrially developed.
(viii) More disparities in Per Capita

Income, Industrialization,
Education, Employments,
Technological progress etc.

(viii) Problems in urban area are
different from rural areas
where Per Capita Income-
Consumption is more than
rural area.

(ix) Health facilities are not much
to satisfy the health problems.

(ix) High-tech health facilities
are available.

(x) Less environmental
degradation & pollution.

(x) More polluted areas.

(xi) Housing problems are not so
serious like slums.

(xi) Slums are of more in
numbers.

(xii) Poverty is the main feature of
rural area.

(xii) People can consume more
as their Income is high as
compared to rural area.

When we study the urban-rural dimension, then it is to understand
that people from urban area looks down upon the rural area people as
backward and boast of their modern thinking, progressive living.

Urban-Rural-Tribal differences
Even today, in India more than 8% of the people (from rural

population) live in tribal, remote, hilly area. Probably, they are the
primitive people or Adivasi people. Some of them have maintained their
purity of blood (racial purity). There live Andromanese, Bhil, Todas,
Samthal, Thakur, Waghi, Katkari, Gonds etc. They are more backward
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in every respect than the rural area people. They live in mountainous,
hilly area where the means of communications, means of transportation
are not reached. Therefore, they are found to be more uncivilized as
compared to rural and urban area people. Their Gods and Goddesses are
different, their customs, traditions, practices, are different from the rural
and urban people. Some tribes even subsist on roots, fruits, leaves, grass,
hunting animals, and birds. They also live with minimum clothes and
worship neutral deities. Modern science and technology is hardly known
to them. Therefore, we comparatively find the great difference among
the rural, urban and tribal people. This kind of analysis of our society
must undergo some sort of examination for better life in Indian society.

FUNDAMENTAL ELEMENTS OF ‘UNITY IN
DIVERSITY’

We have discussed on the many aspects of Indian Society,
analyzed them and then we must understand the true nature of our
society. Though the Indian Society has a pluralistic nature, it is the need
of the hour to maintain unity in these diversities. Only discussing or
making analysis of the society is not enough, but one should also
understand the fundamentals of unity and diversity. Without discussing
the factors responsible or the elements necessary for Unity in Diversity
one cannot complete the process of analysis of Indian Society.

1.Geographical Unity: India is sharply separated from the rest of
the World by mountains (Himalaya) guarded in the North and sea-girt in
the south. Due to this geographical wholeness we love our motherland
as ‘Bharat Mata’ and sing the songs like ‘Sare Jahan Se Achha’, ‘Vande
Mataram’, ‘Hum Sab Bhartiya Hai’ etc spontaneously. This
geographical unity we must consolidate among the citizens right from
childhood irrespective of other social diversities.

2. Political Unity: We have to go to our ancient past and
understand it where we could find the political unity. The ancient Indian
rulers used to adopt the titles for themselves as Virat, Samrat, Ekrat,
Rajadhishwar, Chakrawarti, Sarvabhauma which underlines the
sovereignty of the country. It also suggests of political unity. eg.
Chandragupta Maurya (323 B.C. – 239 B.C.), his grandson Asoka the
great (284 B.C – 235 B.C.) and Samudragupta (330 A.D. ) established
their paramount sovereignty practically over the whole of India. We also
have to understand that the administrative unification under the British
rule was brought for whole of India.
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3. Religious Unity: Though there are many religion and their gods
and goddesses, worshiping places and methods, some common practices
bring us towards religious unity which will enable us to remain with
harmony.

(i) More than one religion believes in Trinity of God and worship
in temples.

(ii) The Hindu religious texts, Muslim text, Christian text or other
religious texts have common theme of preaching. Whatever is
good should be picked up from every religion and to be made
available to every citizen of India.

(iii) The people do visit and must visit the pilgrimage places of all
religions and appreciate the common things which to be
acceptable for everybody as a human being irrespective of any
diversity & differences.

4. Linguistic Unity: It is said that Sanskrit used to be a common
language of Indians & other languages are originated from it. In India
the one national language formula or one official language formula is
very significant for the linguistic unity.

5. Cultural Unity: Many festivals in India are pompously
celebrated by the people of all religions such as Rakshabandhan,
Dashhara, Diwali, Holi. Even we should wish the citizens of other
religion for their festivals. The ceremonies, religious rites, festivals and
modes of life in North and South reflect the cultural unity and
homogeneity of India. The growth of common historical traditions and
the subsequent rise of countrywide nationalism which have physically
and emotionally united the people of India irrespective of their religion,
creeds or language.

6. Physical Unity: The Aryans, the Sakas, the Parthians, the Hunas
were absorbed in Hindu fold and lost their separate identity. It is
important that Muslims and Christians originally belonged to Hindu fold
who were converted. In an another way the modern means of transport
and communication also promote and foster unity in diversity.

The above discussion if understood well by every citizen without
biasness then definitely there will be sustainable peace and harmony
among the Indian society.
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SUMMARY
We have came across the analysis of Indian society from the

viewpoints of multi-religious, multi-ethnic, multi-linguistic, multi-
regional, multi-cultural, rural, urban, tribal etc. The main concern
behind this analysis is that the society we live. We must at least know
about its composition, its formation, its dimension, its plurality. It will
help us understand the differences and by removing those aside, we will
be able to bring, maintain, strengthen, ‘Unity in Diversity’ as possible as
for better, peaceful and harmonious social life.

QUESTIONS
1. Discuss the multi-lingual and multi-ethnic nature of Indian

Society.
2. Examine the multi-religious and multi-cultural nature of Indian

society.
3. Review the fundamental elements of Unity of Diversity.
4. Write short notes on the following:

(i) Rural urban tribal differences.
(ii) Contribution of Dravidians to Indian culture.

(iii) impact of foreign races in India.

OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS

(A) Select the correct option from the alternatives
given:
1. India is a _______________, _______________, _______________

society.
2. Which one of the following is the most significant feature of

the Indian population?
(a) Declining birth rate.
(b) Improvement in the literacy level.
(c) The size of its adolescent population
(d) Improvement in health conditions
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3. The number of people in different age groups is referred as
_______________.
(a) Sex ratio
(b) Age composition
(c) Adolescent population
(d) Occupational structure

4. The Census of India has Recorded _______________ major
religions.

5. Hinduism has grown to become the world’s _______________
largest religion, after Christanityand Islam.

6. Islam is an Arabic word that denotes _______________,
_______________, and _______________.

7. Sex Ratio is a term used to define number of females per
_______________.

8. The actual number of tribals in India is _______________
million.

Ans.: 1. Multi cultural, multi dimensional, pluralism, 2. (c), 3. (b),
4. Six, 5. Third, 6. Submission, surrender, obedience, 7. 1000
males, 8. 77.

j j j
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