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Chapter 1

Structure
1.1 Nature of Sociology
1.2 Sociology as a Science
1.3 Practical Utility
1.4 Influence of Sociology
1.5 Sociological Perspectives

1.1 NATURE OF SOCIOLOGY

The word itself is a combination of two disciplines; it has been
derived from the Latin word “Socius” meaning friend, associate or
companion and the Greek word “logos” meaning doctrine, discourse or
theory. It has also been derived from the Latin word “Societas” meaning
society and the Greek word “logos” meaning doctrine or science.

Sociology is a science of society. It means Sociologists study
society. Society is a web of social relations. It is a network of social
relations. In every society or social groups there are number of
individuals. These individuals have social interactions. In every society
there are social norms that control or govern the relationship styles or
patterns among the members. These norms may be customs, traditions,
laws or fashions. Human behaviour is always according to some norms.
In every society there are social goals or aims. The aims of the group
may be social or anti-social.

Hence, we say in every society there are:
(a) Number of individuals
(b) Social relations
(c) Social norms
(d) Social goals
All these are elements of society and the nature of these elements

give a kind of pattern or form to the society. This is called social
structure. Further, all these elements of the social structure are related
to each other and bring some social order in the society. Hence, in every

INTRODUCTION TO
SOCIOLOGY



2 Introduction to Sociology

society there is certain degree of social order. This order may change or
may be disturbed. This creates a kind of disorder. Thus, in every society
there is order and disorder. Sociologists study society, social structure,
elements of social structure and order and disorder in the society.

Definitions:
(1) According to Anthony Giddens – Sociology is the study of

human social life, groups and societies.
(2) Alex Inkeles in the book “What is Sociology” says,

“Sociology is the study of systems of social action and of their
inter-relations”.

(3) Mac Weber defines Sociology as “the science, which attempts
the interpretative understanding of social action in order
thereby to arrive at a causal explanation of its course and
effects”.

(4) According to Mac Iver and Page – “Sociology is the study of
web of relationships or a network of relationships”.

In short, Sociology is the science of society; it is an attempt to
understand human behaviour in the context of different situations that
occur in our day-to-day life.

1.2 SOCIOLOGY AS A SCIENCE

Sociology is a science, because Sociologists use scientific methods
to study society. Sociologists undertake a systematic study of social life.
There are different methods used by Sociologists. There is historical
method in which past history is studied and analyzed to understand
present problems. There is survey method like Census where a large
number of people are asked their opinions through questionnaires and
interviews. Further there is sample method where a sample of
population is observed or interviewed by the researcher. Then there are
other methods like case study method or statistic method, etc., choice
of method depends on the nature of topic under consideration.

Sociologists also undertake social research to explain social reality.
The social research method has various stages beginning with
observation. Scientific observation is very important at every stage of
research.

There are two types of observation. One is participant
observation and other is non-participant observation. When the
observer is a part of the situation he is observing, it is called participant
observation. When the observer is not a part of the subject matter, it is
called non-participant observation. In Sociology observation is very



Introduction to Sociology 3

often participant observation, while in natural sciences it is non-
participant observation.

Sociologists Horton and Hunt have described the important
characteristics of scientific observation:

(1) Scientific observation is accurate. The observer describes the
things exactly as observed and avoids imaginary work.

(2) Scientific observation is precise. Precision refers to the degree
of measurement. The observer avoids words like ‘may’, ‘some’,
‘lot of’. He also avoids high-sounding words and colourful
terms. Instead he may use simple words with clear meaning.

(3) Scientific observation is systematic.
(4) Scientific observation is recorded.
(5) Scientific observation is objective. It means as far as possible

an observation should not be affected by the observer’s beliefs,
preferences, wishes or values. Objectivity means the ability to
see and accept facts as they are, not as one might wish them to
be. It is difficult to be objective because we are not always
conscious of our biases.

Stages of the Scientific Method:
(1) Scientific observation is the first stage in the scientific method.

Observation is a scientific method as well as a tool of data
collection. After observation the scientist decides what he/she
wants to study.

(2) Hence, second stage is to define the problem and to focus on it.
(3) The third stage is to review the available literature. It is

possible some other person already studied the problem. This
helps to compare observation and changes.

(4) The fourth step is to formulate one or more hypotheses. A
hypothesis is a tentative statement, which may be right or
wrong.

(5) The fifth stage is experimentation or verification. Here the
hypothesis is verified with the help of facts. If the hypothesis is
proved to be right then it becomes a law or generalization. If
the hypothesis is disproved then it is rejected and a new
hypothesis is framed.

Apart from the scientific methods there are other techniques of data
collection. These include observation, questionnaire and interview:
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(1) Out of these three techniques, observation is common in both
Natural Sciences and Social Sciences. Questionnaire and
interview are used only in the Social Sciences.

(2) In a questionnaire, there are sets of questions pertaining to the
subject matter. These questionnaires are distributed among
many people. Answers to the questions are collected, analyzed
and used to explain social reality.

(3) Another technique of data collection is interview. Here the
interviewer asks questions to the interviewee. The answers
received from many people are collected and analyzed.

Every technique of data collection has advantages and
disadvantages. The scientists choose a particular technique or a
combination of techniques depending upon the nature of research.

Conclusion: According to its founders, Sociology is a science in
the sense that it involves systematic methods of investigation and the
evaluation of theories in the light of evidence and logical argument. But
it cannot be modelled directly on the natural sciences, because studying
human behaviour is fundamentally different from studying the world of
nature. Although the scope of experimentation is limited in Sociology,
this fact does not make it less scientific than other physical sciences.

1.3 PRACTICAL UTILITY

Sociology is the systematic study of social behaviour and human
groups. It focuses on social relationships, how these relationships
influence people’s behaviour, and how societies, the sum total of these
relationships, develop and change.

In attempting to understand social behaviour, Sociologists rely on
an unusual type of creative thinking. A leading Sociologist, C. Wright
Mills, described such thinking as the Sociological imagination.

Sociological imagination is an awareness of the relationship
between an individual and the wider society. This awareness allows all
of us (not just Sociologists) to comprehend the links between our
immediate, personal social settings and the remote, impersonal social
world that surrounds us and helps to shape us.

Mills wrote that the task of Sociology was to understand the
relationship between individuals and the society in which they lived.
Sociology should be used, Mills argued, to reveal how the context of
society shapes our lives. He described this as understanding the interse-
ction between biography and history. Mills was not just emphasizing the
importance of history. He thought that to understand the experience of a
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given person or group of people, one has to have knowledge of the
social and historical context in which people lived.

To visualize the junction of biography and history, think about the
stress that many people experience today in trying to manage the
multiple demands of a family and a job. In recent years, changes in
society have led to social speed-up. Those who work are working
longer hours; women are more likely to be working outside the home;
middle-class families need more than one earner to keep a certain
standard of living; less advantaged families need more than one earner
to make both ends meet. These multiple demands cause stress.

Attempts to solve these problems on a personal basis may even
create new problems – drug and alcohol addiction, juvenile delinquency,
or family break-up. Various parts of this complex picture are put
together by exercising the sociological imagination, which permits us to
see that these are problems arising from a social context and not due to
individual characteristics. Sociologists are certainly concerned about
individuals, but they direct their attention to the social and historical
context that shapes the experiences of individuals and groups.

A fundamental concept for organizing the sociological imagination
is the distinction Mills made between troubles and issues. Troubles are
privately felt problems that spring from events or feelings in an
individual’s life. Issues affect large number of people and have their
origins in the institutional arrangements and the history of a society.
This distinction is the crux of the difference between individual
experience and social structure, which is defined as the organized
pattern of social relationships and social institutions that together
constitute society. Issues shape the context within which troubles arise.
Sociologists employ the sociological imagination to understand how
issues are shaped by social structures.

The sociological imagination helps us:
(1) To view one’s own society as an outsider would, rather than

only from the perspective of personal experiences and
cultural biases:
Example: Consider something as simple as sporting events. In
India, people would cheer a cricket match. In Bali, Indonesia,
dozens of spectators gather around a ring to cheer on well
trained roosters engaged in cockfights. In both instances, the
spectators debate the merits of their favourites and bet on the
outcome of the events. Yet what is considered a normal
sporting event in one part of the world is considered unusual in
another part.
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(2) To go beyond personal experiences and observations to
understand broader public issues:
Example: Divorce is unquestionably a personal hardship for a
husband and wife who have to stay apart. However, Mills
advocated using the sociological imagination to view divorce
not simply as an individual’s personal problem, but rather as a
societal concern. Using this perspective, we can see that an
increase in the divorce rate actually redefines a major social
institution — the family.

(3) To look beyond a limited understanding of human
behaviour, to see the world and its people in a new way and
through a broader lens than we might otherwise look:
Example: In the aftermath of the terrorist attacks on the United
States on September 11, 2001, many citizens wanted to
understand how Muslims throughout the world perceived their
country, and why.

From the early 1930s, sociological skills and knowledge began
to be utilized the world over mainly as:

● A source of objective information.
● Sometimes as a helpful guide to decide the course of action.
● As an important approach for understanding human behaviour.
This indirectly implies continued development of the discipline

itself. Today the range of sociological injury is very wide. This reflects
the emerging needs of a modern complex and changing society. It also
reveals that there is a growing awareness about the cultural and social
dimensions of human behaviour.

In the US and the UK specially, Sociologists are sought after by
several agencies:

(a) Manufacturers and Advertisers seek accurate data about their
customers as well as some understanding about what shapes
their decisions to buy or not to buy.

(b) Administrators and Executives in industry, business,
government, the armed forces, etc., want reliable information
about the organization that they are running and the conditions
which affect staff morale and efficiency.

(c) Physicians and Medical Scientists today profusely
acknowledge the relevance of culture and social relations to
disease and its treatment.
Example: Society’s attitude to the leprosy cured or to an AIDS
patient.
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Due to all these developments, Sociologists are teaching in
colleges of medicine, business, social work as well as in the arts field.
Sociologists are also employed as research workers in hospitals,
factories, civil governmental agencies and military establishments.

The scope of Sociology unfortunately has neither been fully
realized nor it is being fully utilized in India as it is in the U.S. or the
U.K. Thus the above mentioned facts apply to a limited extent in the
Indian context.

It is important that Sociology be recognized as a discipline that
equips people to understand the complex world in which they are living
and to add to an awareness of the limits and choices of action in society.

Sociology has many practical implications in our lives, as Mills
emphasized while developing his idea of the sociological imagination:

(1) Awareness of cultural differences: Sociology allows us to see
the social world from many different perspectives. Quite often,
if we properly understand how others live, we also acquire a
better understanding of what their problems are. Practical
policies that are based upon informed awareness of the ways of
life of the people they affect have greater chances of success.

(2) Assessing the effects of policies: Sociological research
provides practical help in assessing the results of policy
initiatives. Sociological knowledge can help us understand the
causes and consequences of our action, of social problems. It
makes us more sensitive to a variety of social issues and
become critical of the policies and programmes implemented
for social progress.

(3) Self-enlightenment: In some ways Sociology can provide us
with self-enlightenment, which is increased self-understanding.
The more we know about why we act as we do, and about the
overall working of our society, the more likely we will be able
to influence our own future.
It can make us better human beings, having greater social
awareness and a deeper sense of commitment to the
environment, both social and natural.

(4) The Sociologists’ role in society: Finally, many Sociologists
concern themselves directly with practical matters as
professionals. People trained in Sociology are to be found as
industrial consultants, urban planners, social workers and
personal managers as well as in many other practical jobs.

According to Horton and Hunt the Sociologist performs various
roles in society. The Sociologist is a research scientist, a policy
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consultant, a technician, a teacher, a social activist. These roles may be
looked at in some detail:

(1) The role of Sociologist as a Research Scientist: As a research
scientist, the Sociologist’s task is to collect and use knowledge
in various ways. How can he do this ? Mainly:

(a) Through scientific research.
(b) By correcting popular nonsense.
(c) By making sociological predictions.
(a) In Scientific Research, the major task of the Sociologist is

to discover and organize knowledge about social life.
Research conducted in institutes like The Tata Institute of
Social Sciences (TISS) and the Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Delhi (JNU) are very often ‘funded’ by
government agencies like the Ministry of Education,
Ministry of Labour, the ICSSR (Indian Council of Social
Science Research), etc.
The Sociologist has to submit an acceptable research
proposal to the agency which then grants the funds for
research. Due to this fact, generally the funding agency
holds greater power and can influence the direction of
research. Whether sociological researches get corrupted
because of this is a controversial issue.

(b) Correcting Popular Nonsense is another major task of the
research scientist. He has to clear out the intellectual
misinformation and superstition that interferes with social
thinking.
Sociologists today have helped to clear out much nonsense
about heredity, caste, race and sex differences and many
other wrongful aspects of social behaviour.
Example: It is partly because of the efforts of Sociologists
that now we hear very few educated people saying that
Brahmins are innately superior, that prostitutes voluntarily
join the profession or that a juvenile delinquent can be
reformed through punishment or that children dropout of
school only because they are incapable and so on.
By helping to replace such misinformation with accurate
facts about human behaviour, the Sociologist is performing
a very important function.

(c) Making sociological predictions is another important task
as a research scientist. Though often this task is not as well
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performed as it should be, it is nevertheless extremely
important, because social predictions are essential.
Just as the industrialists may predict the rise and fall in the
rate of production or the politicians may predict the rise and
fall of the government, so also the Sociologists will base
theories and decisions upon predictions.
Example: The Sociologists may predict – the migration
rate in Mumbai city is going to create such an acute
problem of slums and pavement squatters that eventually
the authorities will be forced to make definite plans to
decongest the city.
‘Given the present laws with respect to landed property, the
joint family will at the turn of the century, give way to the
nuclear family’.

Thus, what the Sociologists forecast are the general patterns of
trends and changes in society which appear most probable. However,
the Sociologists must always offer them with certain humility because
they are subject to change and to criticism.

(2) The role of Sociologist as Policy Consultant: Predictions can
help the Sociologists to estimate the effects of several social
policies being planned for implementation.
Example: ‘What would be the effect of intensified law
enforcement upon drug peddling in the cities?’ (Little or no
reduction).
‘Would suppression of violence and sex in films reduce the
general and sex crime rate in the country?’ (Limited evidence –
suggests it would not).
‘If tribal people were rehabilitated, would it solve their problem
of occupational displacement?’ (Evidence suggests that it
would not).
These are a few of the several social policy questions which
Sociologists could help to settle. However, society has not yet
really accepted the Sociologists as technical experts in social
policy matters.

(3) The role of Sociologist as a Technician: By ‘technician’ here
is meant a ‘Staff Sociologist’ who is employed with
government departments, corporations, hospitals, large welfare
agencies and other organizations. Besides conducting research,
these Sociologists are engaged in planning and conducting
community programmes, advising on public relations,
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employer-employee relations, problems of morale or ‘inter-
group relations’ within organizations.

(4) The role of Sociologist as a Teacher: Most Sociologists
generally find a career in the teaching of Sociology. As a
teacher, it is important that besides teaching, a Sociologist must
maintain an objective approach to teaching. The ethics of
teaching demand that the teacher should avoid all conscious
“indoctrination”. This question, however, is under debate.
Often conscious “indoctrination” is required with respect to the
issues of national loyalty, pride, and patriotism, caste
reservations, slum development, etc.

(5) The role of Sociologist in Social Action: Between 1920 and
1940, Sociologists adopted the view that Sociology should be a
‘pure’ science and not be committed to any values except those
of free scientific inquiry.

This view has been challenged today. Many Sociologists now
believe in devoting themselves to taking part in major issues in society.
There are several Sociologists who are supporting the radical
reconstruction of society.

Most Sociologists agree that:
(i) Sociologists should show the relationship between values.

Example: If we wish to help the tribal people to overcome their
problems, we must try and identify with them.

(ii) Sociologists agree that as individuals, and as citizens, they have
every right to make value judgements, to express opinions and
support them.

1.4 INFLUENCE OF SOCIOLOGY

Sociology is not just the study of modern societies, it is a
significant element ‘in the continuing life’ of those societies. Our ways
of thinking and behaviour are influenced by sociological orientation. It
enhances our sensitivity to the complexity of social relationships. It
helps in making people more conscious of the role, norms and values
play in our lives; we realize the variety of roles we play in various
positions or statuses as father, mother, employer, employee, student,
teacher, etc. It also helps us learn about the nature and significance of
social interaction which binds people in variety of situations. We also
understand the way social processes like competition, conflict or
cooperation tend to affect or influence our behaviour and our relations
with others who participate in these processes. Our understanding of
various social institutions, associations and organizations is broadened
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by the study of Sociology. It makes us aware of the various socio-
economic and political trends which influence our lives and of the
various forces of modern life like modernization and globalization,
which reshape our lifestyles and redefine problems which many of us
suffer from.

Many businesses need Sociologists for research. These firms often
use research teams consisting of a variety of specialists.

While training in Sociology prepares students for applied research,
students can also use a variety of other skills, including familiarity with
accounting procedures, computer programming, report writing, budget
planning, drafting grant proposals, managerial skills and coordinating
research activities.

Sociological training should prepare you to understand the realities
of practical research, teach you various research strategies, increase your
capacity for abstract thinking and allow you to contribute significantly
to applied research.

Manufacturing and advertising processes also seek data about the
customers. Sociology can help in this understanding of relationships
and decision making and also help in dealing with people in a better
way. Thus, in addition, it can help in the department of public
relations.

Various administrators and executives in industry, management,
business and the government require reliable information about the
organization that they are running and the conditions that affect staff
morale and efficiency.

Sociology also gives students an awareness of the different cultures
existing across the world and an understanding of the differences that
exist, in their lifestyles, attitudes, values and beliefs.

Thus, Sociology equips people to understand the complex world in
which they are living and to add to an awareness of the limits and
choices of action performed in society.

1.5 SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES
A theory is a set of ideas which claims to explain how something

works. A sociological theory is therefore a set of ideas which claims to
explain how society or the various aspects of society work. Sociologists
view society and its dynamics theoretically in a different way. For
example: In functionalist perspective sociologists see the social world as
a stable and an ongoing entity; in conflict perspective they see society as
composed of many groups in conflict and competing for scarce
resources whereas in the interactionist perspective sociologists study
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everyday life of the social world, the routine interactions among
individuals. Therefore, it is evident that some social phenomena can be
studied from different theoretical perspectives. Major theoretical
perspectives include:

1. Structural-functional Theory
Structural-functional Theory has its roots in the works of the early

sociologists, especially Spencer, Durkheim and Weber. Later Parsons
and Merton contributed to this perspective. It is sometimes referred to as
‘social systems theory’, ‘equilibrium theory’ or simply ‘functionalism’.

According to the functionalists, society is like a living organism in
which each part of the organism contributes towards its survival.
Similarly the parts of the society are structured to maintain its stability.
A society has a structure and it consists of interrelated parts such as
family, religion, State, education, economy, etc., each one of these
components has a function that contributes towards the overall stability
of the social system. Thus society is an organized, stable, well-
integrated system in which members agree on basic values. The society
has an underlying tendency to be in equilibrium. Therefore social
change is considered as disruptive unless it takes place in a slow and
gradual manner because changes in one part of the system normally
bring about abrupt changes elsewhere in the system.

Functionalism presumes that a given element in the social system
may have its own functions or dysfunctions. The proper ‘functions’ add
to the stability of the order whereas the dysfunctions may disrupt the
social equilibrium. Functionalism makes a distinction between ‘manifest
functions’ and ‘latent functions’. Manifest functions are intended and
recognized whereas latent functions are neither intended nor recognized.
For example: One manifest function of education system is to teach
literary and technical skills. They also perform the latent functions of
providing supervision for children while parents work and of providing
contacts for dating and even for marriage. Similar example may be
given for dysfunction too. Families have a manifest function of rearing
children. The intensity of family interactions, however can lead to
dysfunction or negative consequence of domestic violence and child
abuse. This dysfunction may lead to the disruption of relationship within
the family system or even to the total breakdown of the system.

According to the functionalist perspective, social system exists
because they fulfill some functions for the society. Functionalists focus
on order and stability. This leads to the criticism that functionalism is
inherently conservative and supports the status quo. With the emphasis
on equilibrium and maintenance of the system, critics say that the
process of change receives little attention. Moreover this perspective
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ignores the element of conflicts and its role in the social system. In
recent decades, its influence has declined. By focusing on social
stratification and unity, critics point out that structural-functionalism
tends to ignore inequalities of social class, race and gender, which can
generate considerable tension and conflict.

2. Conflict theory
Conflict theory also had its origins in early sociology, especially in

the work of Marx; among its more recent proponents are Mills, Coser
and Dohrendorf and others. These sociologists share the view that
society is best understood and analyzed in terms of conflict and power.

The conflict theory sees society as an arena of inequality that
generates conflict and change. Unlike the structural-functional emphasis
on solidarity, this approach highlights inequality. Sociologists guided by
this paradigm investigate how factors such as social class, race, ethnicity,
gender and age are linked to the unequal distribution of money, power,
education and social prestige. A conflict analysis rejects the idea that
social structure promotes the operation of society as a whole, pointing
out instead how social patterns benefit some people while depriving
others.

Contemporary conflict theorists assume that conflict is a permanent
feature of social life and that, as a result, societies are in a state of
constant change. These conflicts occur because such things as power,
wealth and prestige are not available to everyone. They are limited
commodities and the demand exceeds the supply. Conflict theory also
assumes that those who have or control desirable goods, services and
other resources will defend and protect their own interests at the expense
of others. In this view, conflict does not mean the sort of events as war,
violence or open hostility. It is, instead, regarded as the struggle that
occurs day after day as people try to maintain and improve their
positions in life.

Sociologists using the conflict paradigm look at ongoing conflict
between dominant and disadvantaged categories of people – the rich in
relation to the poor, white people in relation to the people of colour, and
men in relation to women. Typically, people on top strive to protect
their privileges, while the disadvantaged try to gain more for themselves.

There is an obvious contrast between the views of the
functionalists who regard society as balanced and in a state of
equilibrium and the views of conflict theorists who assume that society
is an arena of constant competition and change. Functionalists believe
that the social process is a continuous effort to maintain harmony;
conflict theorists believe that it is a continual struggle to “get ahead”.
Functionalists view society as basically consensual, integrated and static;



14 Introduction to Sociology

whereas conflict theorists believe that it is characterized by constraint,
conflict and change. Whereas functionalists have been criticized for
focusing on stability and status quo, conflict theorists have been
criticized for overlooking the less controversial and more orderly
aspects of society.

The conflict paradigm has gained a large following in recent
decades. However, it has come in for its share of criticism too. Because
the paradigm focuses on inequality, it largely ignores how shared values
and mutual interdependence unify members of a society.

3. Symbolic Interaction Theory
Symbolic interaction theory though influenced by early European

sociologists was developed largely through the efforts of Mead, Thomas
and Cooley who belonged to the Chicago School. There is a key
difference between this perspective and functional and conflict
perspectives. The structural-functional and conflict paradigms share a
macro-level orientation, meaning a broad focus on social structures that
shape society as a whole.

Example: seeing how highways help people move from place to
place or how housing differs from rich to poor neighbourhoods.

Sociology also has a micro-level orientation, a close-up focus on
social interaction in specific situations.

Example: exploring urban life at street level, where researchers
might observe how children interact on a school playground, how
pedestrians wait to board a bus, or how well-dressed people respond to a
homeless person. The symbolic interaction paradigm, then, is a
framework for building theory that sees society as the product of the
everyday interactions of individuals.

Interactionism refers to interaction which means action between
individuals. The interactionist perspective tries to understand this
process. It assumes that the action is meaningful to those involved. In
order to understand the action, it is imperative to interpret the meanings
which individuals attach to their activities. For example: Let’s imagine a
man and a woman in the room and the man lighting a candle. This
action is open to a host of interpretations. The couple may require light
because of electricity failure, or they may be involved in a ritual wherein
lighted candle has a religious significance, or the couple may be
celebrating a birthday, a wedding anniversary. In each case a different
meaning is attached to the action of lighting a candle. Therefore, it is
necessary to discover the meaning held by the individuals.

Meanings are not fixed entities. They depend on the context of the
interaction. Meanings are also created, developed, modified and
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changed within the actual process of interaction. Example: A new man
joins an office and he may find the situation as threatening and even
hostile in the beginning. This understanding may be confirmed,
modified or changed depending on his perception of the interaction
which takes place in the office. He may come to perceive his boss and
colleagues as friendly and understanding and therefore changes his
assessment of the job situation. Moreover the actions of the man will
partly depend on his interpretation of how others see him. This leads to
the idea of the “self”. An individual develops a self-concept, a picture of
himself which affects his actions. A self-concept develops from
interaction process because it is largely a reflection of the reactions of
others towards the individual. Hence C.H. Cooley coined the term
“looking glass self”. An individual tends to act in terms of his self-
concept. Thus if he is repeatedly defined as notorious or famous, caring
or arrogant he will tend to see himself in this light and act accordingly.

The social-interaction paradigm (micro-level sociology) tries to
convey how individuals actually experience society, by focusing on day-
to-day interactions. Thus symbolic-interaction paradigm ignores larger
social structures, the effects of culture, and factors such as class, gender
and race.

4. Feminist Perspective
Sociologists began embracing the feminist perspective in the 1970s.

This view sees inequity in gender as central to all behavior and
organization. Because it clearly focuses on one aspect of inequality, it is
often allied with the conflict perspective. Proponents of the feminist
perspective tend to focus on the macro level, just as conflict theorists do.
They view women’s subordination as inherent to capitalist societies.
Some radical feminist theorists, however, view the oppression of women
as inevitable in all male-dominated societies, whether capitalist,
communist or socialist.

Feminist scholars have not only challenged stereotyping of women
and men; they have argued for a gender-balanced study of society in
which women’s experiences and contributions are as visible as those of
men.

The feminist perspective has given sociologists new views of
familiar social behavior. Example: Past research on crime rarely
considered women, and when it did, it tended to focus on “traditional”
crimes by women, like shoplifting. Such a view tended to ignore the role
women play in all types of crime, as well as the disproportionate role
they play as victims of crime. Research has shown that nearly all women
in prison had suffered physical and/or sexual abuse when they were
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young; almost fifty percent had been raped. Contributions by feminist
scholars have enriched all the sociological perspectives.

Sociology makes use of all these different perspectives since each
theory offers unique insights. They represent different ways of
understanding social phenomena. These perspectives overlap as their
interests overlap.

♣ ♣ ♣
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19.

QUESTIONS
I. Write in Detail:

1. What is Sociology all about? Is it a Science? How does it
provide verifiable knowledge of society?

2. What is the relevance of Sociology in the contemporary society?
What practical value does it have?

3. “Sociology has a varied scope” – Comment.
4. What do you understand by Sociological Imagination?
5. Discuss the nature and scope of Sociology in our lives.
6. How does Sociology influence our lives?
7. Discuss the various roles that the Sociologists perform in

society.
8. Elaborate on the major theoretical perspectives of Sociology.
9. “The functionalist perspective sees the social world as a stable

and an ongoing entity”. Explain.
II. Write Short Notes on:

1. The Sociological Imagination.
2. Stages of the Scientific method.
3. Techniques of Data collection.
4. Role of Sociologist in Social Action.
5. Influence of Sociology.
6. Symbolic-Interaction theory
7. Feminist perspective

Major Sociological
Perspectives

Conflict
Theory

Feminist
Perspective

Symbolic
Interaction

Theory

Structural
Functional Theory 1

2 3

4
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