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Foundation Course – I
Sr. No. Modules No. of Lectures

1 Overview of Indian Society 05

2 Concept of Disparity – I 10

3 Concept of Disparity – II 10
4 The Indian Constitution 10

5 Significant Aspects of Political Processes 10

Total 45

Sr.
No. Modules/Units

1 Overview of Indian Society
Understand the multi-cultural diversity of Indian society through
its demographic composition: population distribution according to
religion, caste and gender; Appreciate the concept of linguistic
diversity in relation to the Indian situation; Understand regional
variations according to rural, urban and tribal characteristics;
Understanding the concept of diversity as difference.

2 Concept of Disparity – I
Understand the concept of disparity as arising out of stratification
and inequality; Explore the disparities arising out of gender with
special reference to violence against women, female foeticide
(declining sex ratio), and portrayal of women in media; Appreciate
the inequalities faced by people with disabilities and understand
the issues of people with physical and mental disabilities.

3 Concept of Disparity – II
Examine inequalities manifested due to the caste system and inter-
group conflicts arising thereof; Understand inter-group conflicts
arising out of communalism; Examine the causes and effects of
conflicts arising out of regionalism and linguistic differences.

4 The Indian Constitution
Philosophy of the Constitution as set out in the Preamble; The
structure of the Constitution – the Preamble, Main Body and
Schedules; Fundamental Duties of the Indian Citizen; tolerance,
peace and communal harmony as crucial values in strengthening
the social fabric of Indian society; Basic features of the
Constitution.

5 Significant Aspects of Political Processes
The party system in Indian politics; Local self-government in urban
and rural areas; the 73rd and 74th Amendments and their
implications for inclusive politics; Role and significance of women in
politics.
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Paper Pattern for FYBA/FYBCOM/FYBSC
Maximum Marks: 75
Questions to be Set: 05
Duration: 2 2

1 Hours

All questions are compulsory carrying 15 Marks each.

Question
No.

Particulars Marks

Q.1 Objective Questions
(a) Sub-questions to be asked (10) and to be

answered (any 8)
(b) Sub-questions to be asked (10) and to be

answered (any 7)
(*Multiple Choice/True or False/Match the
Columns/Fill in the Blanks)

15 Marks

Q.2

Q.2

Full Length Question
OR
Full Length Question

15 Marks

15 Marks
Q.3

Q.3

Full Length Question
OR
Full Length Question

15 Marks

15 Marks
Q.4

Q.4

Full Length Question
OR
Full Length Question

15 Marks

15 Marks
Q.5

Q.5

(a) Theory Questions
OR
Short Notes
To be asked (05)
To be answered (03)

15 Marks

15 Marks

Note: Internal Assessment: Assignment/Project for 25 Marks

TOPICS FOR ASSIGNMENT (ANY ONE)

1. Substance Abuse – Impact on Youth and Challenges for
Future.

2. HIV/AIDS – Awareness, Prevention, Treatment and Services.

3. Problems of Elderly – Causes, Implications and Response.

4. Issue of Child Labour – Magnitude, Causes, Effects and
Response.

5. Child Abuse – Effects and Ways to Prevent.

6. Trafficking of Women – Causes, Effects and Response.

QUESTION PAPER PATTERN



1. Overview of the Indian Society 1 – 21

2. Concept of Disparity – I 22 – 45

3. Concept of Disparity – II 46 – 66

4. The Indian Constitution 67 – 85

5. Significant Aspects of Political Processes 86 – 106

Question Papers 107 – 112
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Overview of the Indian Society

Structure
 Indian Society as Multi-Ethnic Society

 Indian Society as Multi-Cultural Society

 Demographic Composition

– Indian Society as Multi-religious Society

– Caste Wise Distribution of Indians

– Gender Wise Distribution of Population

 Indian Society as Multi-Lingual Society

 Regional variations

– Rural-Urban Imbalance

– Characteristics of Rural Urban Population

– Tribal Characteristics

 Diversity as Difference

India is a pluralistic society. The making of the Indian nation, as it is
today, was made possible due to the confluence of many ethnic groups of
people, many cultural groups of people, many religious groups of people
and many linguistic groups of people inhabiting different regions,
following different social customs and traditions, with different life-styles,
different food-habits, wearing different style of dresses and speaking
different languages. This pluralistic nature of Indian society has added
variety and complexity to its social and cultural life.

UNIT ONE
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Inspite of its great diversity and pluralistic nature, Indian society is
characterized by unity. India is an integrated nation and people of India
have considerable tolerance and patience with respect to the diversity
displayed by various social and cultural groups. The different aspects of
the pluralistic nature of the Indian society are as follows.

INDIAN SOCIETY AS MULTI-ETHNIC
SOCIETY

Different anthropologists and sociologists such as Dr. B. S. Guha
and Dr. R. C. Majumdar have expressed different views regarding the
racial groups in the population of India, with distinctive characteristics
in the colour of skin, shape of the head, type of hair. It is Sufficient to
say that India contains a larger variety of human types than any other
place in the world. The physical characteristics of the Indians therefore
have elements of admixture of different racial groups.

Following are the main racial groups in the population of India.

1. NEGROIDS OR NEGRITOS: They are the earliest people to
have come to India. They have survived in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. The Andamanese and Angami Nagas are some of the
examples of Negritos. Today however, they are fast withering
away.

2. PROTO-AUTRALOIDS OR AUSTRICS: Among them are the
Santhal of Chhota Nagpur, Bhils of Rajasthan, Gonds of Madhya
Pradesh. These were some of the earliest primitive tribes of India,
who are still uncivilized. They are short in height, with a snub
nose, thick hair and dark-skin.

3. DRAVIDIANS They are believed to be a highly cultured pre-
Aryan race of India. They are short in height, with dark
complexion, dark eyes and a broad nose. Today, they are
predominant in whole of Southern India and the Deccan.

4. INDO-ARYANS OR NORDICS: They entered into India
through the Northwest passes and settled in Punjab after clearing
the Dravidian settlers. They are tall in stature with a fair
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complexion and a fine long nose. Today they are mostly found in
the Northwest of India from Kashmir to Rajputana.

5. INDO MONGOLIANS: Generally they are the people with
yellowish complexion, high cheekbones, sparse hair and medium
height. They belong to the same race to which the Tibetans, the
Chinese, the Japanese and the Burmese belong. Today they are
found on the slopes of the Himalayas, Sikkim, Bhutan and the
Assam hills. The Gurkhas and the Khasis are the representatives
of the Mongolian race in India. Further it is important to note that
the Indian population has grown out of the intermingling and inter
marriages of these various ethnic groups in the course of the
development of the Indian society and culture. Therefore there are
mixed ethnic groups such as;

6. ARYO DRAVIDIANS: They are the mixture of Indo-Aryan and
Dravidian elements. They are mostly found in the plains of
Ganges and in some parts of Punjab, Bihar, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh.

7. MONGOLO DRAVIDIANS:They are the Mongolian and
Dravidian elements. They are mostly found in Bengal and Orissa.

8. TURKO IRANIANS: They are tall in stature, with a fair
complexion and mostly dark eyes. The Baloch, Brahui and
Afghans of North-Western Frontier Province, Baluchistan and the
districts of the Punjab and Sind on the Western side of the Indus
are the main representatives of this type of race.

Entry of New Racial Groups in Indian Population
1. GREEKS, SAKAS, PAHLAVAS, KUSHANS AND HUNS

The Indo-Aryan civilization in India was followed by the Greeks
and others, who joined the Indian culture. It was at the close of
the Gupta period, the Huns entered into India. The Rajput
dynasties that shot into prominence in the seventh century A.D.
are believed to be the descendents of Huns.

2. JEWS, PARSEES, MUSLIMS AND INDO EUROPEANS The
Jews migrated from their country after the destruction of their
great sanctuary by Titus around 70 A.D. Similarly the Parsees
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migrated from Persia in the 7th century A.D. due to the fanatic
zeal of the Muslim rulers. The Parsees are mostly found in
Bombay. The entry of Muslims was made possible due to Muslim
invasions of some parts of India, and gained prominence with the
establishment of Mughal Empire in the 16th century A.D. Finally,
the growth of the Indo European community in India was due to
the coming of Portuguese, Dutch, French and British in India.

India, thus, became a confluence of many racial groups i.e. a
multi-racial nation.

INDIAN SOCIETY AS MULTI-CULTURAL
SOCIETY

India is one of the most ancient civilizations and her culture is rich
and varied. Indian culture is characterized by a variety of languages,
religions, customs and traditions, festivals, dance and music, food and
cuisine. The culture of India was moulded throughout various eras of
history, all the while absorbing customs, traditions and ideas from both
invaders and immigrants. The various racial groups and their culture
profoundly influenced and enriched the Indian culture.

1. Contribution of the Negritos: They are found in small numbers
in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and have still kept their
language. As they were primitive they could not contribute
anything of significance to the Indian civilization.

2. Contribution of the Proto Australoids: They were the primitive
tribes in India and they have made considerable contributions to
early Indian culture such as;

(a) The art of making pottery that was unknown to the Negritos,
was developed by the Proto-Australoids.

(b) They gave to Indians the idea of totemism (worship of natural
objects) and hoe (tool used to loosen the soil) and digging
stick cultivation, as they appeared to have cultivated certain
fruits and vegetables.
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(c) The Aryan speech came to be influenced by the Austric
speech. They have gifted to the Indo Aryans the words such
as arrow (bana), stick (lakuta) and phallus (linga).

3. Contributions of the Dravidians: They have made considerable
contributions to the Indian culture.

(a) The proto-Australoids developed a village culture and the
Dravidians evolved a city culture.

(b) Today the Dravidian languages such as Telugu, Kannada,
Malayalam, Tamil are used all over Deccan and South India

(c) The profound influence of Dravidian religious ideas, beliefs
and practices can be seen on the present day Hindu religion.
Certain characteristics such as offering of flowers, leaves,
fruits, water in the puja is of the Dravidian origin. Also the
Hindu way of consecrating an image and treating it as a
living deity by offering food, ornaments, flowers, burning
incense before it and singing hymns in its honour is believed
to be of Dravidian origin.

(d) The Dravidian mythological figures of Gods and Godesses
such as Shiva and Uma, Ganesh and Hanuman became the
established Gods of Hinduism. Snake worship, both in the
sculptured form and the living creature is also the legacy of
the Dravidians.

(e) Also the social customs and traditions of the Dravidians such
as the performance of certain wedding ceremonies, rites and
rituals, the use of turmeric and vermilion in the wedding
ritual and the use of coconut and betel leaf in many
ceremonies came to be adopted by the Hindu society.

(f) Rice, millets, pulses, ghee, curd, fish, edible oil are of the
Dravidian origin contrast to the Aryan foodstuffs such as
barley, meat, butter etc. Lastly the Dravidian unsewn clothes
like the dhoti, sari, shawl and turban have prevailed over the
Aryan woolen garments. Thus most of the elements of the
Dravidian culture today are predominant in the whole of
South India and Deccan.
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4. CONTRIBUTIONS OF INDO ARYANS: The greatest
contribution of the Indo Aryans is the Vedic literature, which is
the mainspring of all cultural manifestation in India. The bases of
our present socio-economic, cultural and religious ideas and
institutions are greatly influenced by the Vedic literature of
Aryans.

As regards the contributions of the Persians and Greeks, they
influenced India’s art, architecture and coinage.

5. There has also been the considerable impact of Islam on the
Indian society, which is as follows.

(a) The Islamic influence was seen on the Indian architecture,
especially the Hindu temples, royal residences and state
buildings.

(b) The Muslims are credited to have introduced the Yunnani
(Greek) system of medicine in India, which actually the
Arabs had borrowed from the Greek medicine.

(c) Islamic influence was felt more on the urban life than on the
rural life. Influenced by the royal court the urban population
attained refinement in language and literature, art and crafts,
dress, diet, luxuries and forms of entertainment. Their centers
of power Delhi, Agra and Lucknow set fashion trends, which
was widely followed in all provincial courts.

(d) The distinctions between the Hindu and Muslim dress is not
much. Pajama is a dress peculiar to the Muslims, yet is worn
in Punjab by Hindus, Sikh and the Muslims. Likewise both
the Hindus and Muslims in India wear the traditional Hindu
dhoti. Again shalwar kameez and dupatta is the dress peculiar
to the Muslim women is worn by young girls in all parts of
India due to its suitability for active work and sport. Also the
Muslim women have developed a liking for the sari. Lastly
the purdah is essentially an Islamic custom; however, some
womenfolk in the Hindu community rigidly enforce it.

(e) With regard to the Muslim influence on the Hindu rural life,
most of the Muslim populations in rural India were the Hindu
converts to Islam. So, both the Hindus and Muslims observed
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similar ceremonies of birth, death, marriage and had much
the same fairs and festivals. The common language for them
was the regional language.

A common Indian culture could not be evolved unless and until
Islam in turn was influenced by Hindu culture. Those influences are as
follows.

(a) Due to the Indian (Hindu) influence on the Muslim social life and
customs, Indian Muslims are a distinct group from Muslims
elsewhere.

(b) Further Islam is against the idea of priesthood, yet it developed it
among the Indian Muslims. Islam is monotheistic and iconoclastic,
but Indian Muslims venerate saints and visit their tombs. Both the
Muslims and Hindus visit sacred shrines such as Shaikh Chishti
in Ajmer. Many Muslims also developed idolatrous practices;
such as the Turk Nawas of Eastern Bengal worship Lakshmi and
many Bengali Muslims worship Kali, Sitala and other Hindu
deities. Many Muslims also take part in Hindu festivals such as
Holi and Diwali

(c) Many Hindu women married to Muslim men, introduced their
social customs, ceremonies, rites and rituals. It was due to this
Muslims tended more towards monogamy and widow remarriages
became rare. Certain Hindu titles like the Thakur, Chaudhari and
Raja are also found among the Muslims.

(d) Muslim mysticism owes a great deal to Hindu mysticism. Kabir
by birth was a Muslim and Nanak a Hindu, yet these two great
sons of India made a fearless attempt to promote synthesis
between the Hindus and Muslims. Kabir was influenced by the
Bhakti cult of the Hindus. The Bhakti cult of Hindus and Muslim
Sufisim are the doctrine 6 of love which of God, played an
important role in bringing about the integration between the
Hindus and Muslims.

(e) Also the Muslim rulers gave encouragement to their Hindu
subjects. Hindus and Muslims also studied the sacred works of
each other, Hindus and Muslims gathered at the tombs of the
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Muslim saints, participated in religious festivities together in the
villages. Hindus seldom objected to the noisy Moharram
processions of the Muslims. In spite of the above mentioned
mingling of the Hindus and Muslims, the Muslims have remained
practically a separate distinct community in India.

Entry of the Europeans in India has also influenced the Indian
culture. In the 16th century Goa came under the influence of the
Portuguese and later came the Dutch, the Danes, the French and the
English (British) in the 17th century. The Portuguese language has
contributed to Indian languages, particularly Konkani. The Hindi words
for ‘key’ (chavi), ‘table’ (mez), ‘gambling’ (jugar), etc., are of
Portuguese origin. They also introduced the printing press in India. The
importance of this will be appreciated if it is noted that the English East
India Company set up a printing press in Bombay over hundred years
after this. Further it was due to the Portuguese that the first medical
school of the Western type was set up in Goa, which still continues, now
affiliated to Mumbai University. Finally it was the Portuguese who
revived the Christian faith in India.

The Dutch with their settlements in Indonesia (East Indies), Danes
in Serampore and French in Pondicherry, Mahe and Chandranagar
withdrew after sometime. Finally, it was the British in the mid
eighteenth century who transformed themselves from traders to empire
builders. Due to the Western influence, Indian society, economy, polity
and administration has undergone several changes.

Thus India has many cultural practices, languages, customs and
traditions, leading to co-mingling of various groups. In modern India
there is cultural as well as religious diversity throughout the country.
Various regions of India have influenced this. Each region has its own
distinct identity and almost every state of India has carved out its own
cultural niche. Thus, Indian society has become the fabric of many
colours and cultures.
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DEMOGRAPHIC COMPOSITION

Demography is the study of population. Census is the direct
common method of collecting demographic data. In census information
is collected about individual characteristics such as age, sex, marital
status, literacy, employment status and geographical location.
Demographic trends in the composition of the population are seen from
the data on ethnicity, religion and language.

Demographics of India is highly diverse. India occupies about
2.4% (32.9 Lakh Sq.Km) of the world’s land area and has 17.5% of the
world population (2011 Census) i.e. India’s population is over 1.21
billion. With one-sixth of the world’s population, India is the second
highest populated country in the world. It is expected that by 2025 India
will become the most populous country and is likely to overtake China.

Indian Society as Multi-religious Society

(Religion Wise Distribution of the Population)

All over the world India is known as the “Land of several
religions”. India is a land inhabited by people who have embraced,
preached and practiced all the major religions of the world and different
religious cults, which have a rich variety of the world beliefs, practices,
rites, rituals, ceremonies and sacrifices.

India, being a secular country does not recognize any religions as a
state religion. The constitution of India allows freedom of faith, worship
and religion. The diversity of India is reflected in the number of
religions and faiths practiced by the Indians, some of which were born
on this land while others were brought by the successive political
invasions. Hinduism is the largest followed religion, followed by Islam,
Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism, Jainism and Zoroastrianism. The
census of India has recorded six major religions. These include Hindus
(80.5%), Muslim (13.4%), Christians (2.3%), Sikhs (1.9%), Buddhist
(0.8%) and the Jains (0.7%).

Hinduism: It is the most ancient religion of India. 80 percent of
India’s total population are followers of Hinduism. It teaches the
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existence of one Supreme Universal Spirit and allows its followers to
worship him in any form they like. The main scriptures of the Hindus
are the Vedas, Upanishads, the Gita and the two epics Ramayana and
Mahabharata.

Muslims: It is the second largest religious community in India, 11
percent of India’s population is the followers of Islam. Islam came to
India due to the Muslim invasion of India. It is a monotheistic religion,
which does not believe in idol worship. Prophet Mohammed was the
greatest of the Prophets and Holy Koran is the most sacred book. The
devout Muslims have five duties. Belief in one God i.e. Allah, offering
Prayers five times a day; giving of alms; months fast during Ramzan
and pilgrimage to Mecca at least once in a lifetime.

SIKHISM: They are martial race known for their broad
mindedness. They constitute less than 2 percent of India’s population.
They are mainly concentrated in Punjab. Sikhism emerged in the 15th
century, tried to bridge the gap between the Hindus and Muslims. Its
founder Guru Nanak and the later nine Gurus who followed him
preached against hypocrisy in religion. Guru Govind Singh forged the
Sikhs in to martial community.

JAINISM: Jains form 0.4% of India’s population. They are largely
spread in Rajasthan, Gujarat and Maharashtra. They believed that
Mahavira was the last of the Tirthankaras who was preceded by 23 other
Tirthankaras. Shwetambar and Digambar are the two sects of Jainism.

BUDDHISM: Buddhism is followed by 0.8% of India’s
population. About 85% of Buddhist in India are located in Maharashtra.
They follow the teachings of Lord Gautam Buddha.

CHRISTIANITY: 2.3% of India’s population is Christian.
Christianity was established in India in the 1st century A.D. The holy
book of the Christians is the Bible. They are largely concentrated in Goa,
Maharashtra, Arunachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

ZOROASTRIANISM: Zoroastrians or the Parsees follow the
teachings of the religious teacher Zoraster. They fled their native Persia
in the face of the Muslim religious persecution and arrived in India in
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the 7th century. Since then they have remained in the region of Bombay.
The Holy book of the Parsees is Zend Avesta.

Caste Wise Distribution of Indians

The Indian society traditionally is divided in to caste or various
clans. But, caste, in the sense of Jatis or Varnas that existed during
Vedic period i.e. Brahmins, kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras is not
relevant in modern times. Even untouchability was not practiced during
the Vedic period. It came in to existence during the later Vedic period.
Later on occupational diversities gave birth to number of communities
or caste groups.

Caste system in India is a form of social stratification and an
integral part of traditional Hindu social organization. This system
imposes social restrictions, in which communities are defined by many
endogamous hereditary groups called Jatis. The British for the purpose
of administration made lists of the Indian communities. To describe the
Indian communities, they used the two terms, castes and tribes. For the
elite in the Indian society, the word higher caste was used. Other
communities were classified as lower caste or the lower classes. The
lower classes were listed in three categories i.e. the Scheduled Castes
(Dalit/Shudras), the Scheduled Tribes and the Other Backward Classes
(OBC). Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar played an important role in improving
the lot of Shudras and untouchables. Scheduled Tribes also called
Adivasis reside in forest and mountain regions in India, away from the
main population. The Other Backward Classes include nomads and
tribes, who often made a living from criminal acts.

The Indian Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order 1950 lists 1108
castes. The 2011 Census states that 16.6% (1,66,635,700) of the
population belongs to Scheduled Castes and 8.6% (84,326,240) of the
population to Scheduled Tribes. To conclude there is a tremendous
diversity of communities living in all states in India.

Gender Wise Distribution of Population

Gender ratio is the ratio of females to males in the country. In India,
the gender ratio is biased in favour of males. As per the census of 2011,
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there was 623.7 million male population and 586.5 females. But as per
the 2011 Census, the overall sex ratio in the country in the last decade
improved from 933 females to 940. However, the child sex ratio (0-6
age) declined from 927 females per 1,000 males in 2001 to 914 females
in 2011. In 2011, Kerala has the highest gender ratio of 1084 females to
1000 males and Haryana has the lowest gender ratio of 877 females to
1000 males in 2011.

Gender Ratio in India

YEAR FEMALES (PER 1000 MALES)
1901 972
1921 955
1951 946
1961 941
1971 930
1981 934
1991 927
2001 933
2011 940

(As per Census Reports)

Some of the reasons for biased gender ratio are:

1. In Indian society the preference is for the male child.

2. Practice of female foeticide.

3. There is a high female infant mortality rate due to poor post natal
care of the girl child.

4. Often there is malnutrition in females, especially among the poor
families.
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INDIAN SOCIETY AS A MULTI - LINGUAL
SOCIETY

(Linguistic Diversity)

Indian society is a multilingual society. There is a multiplicity of
languages, scripts and dialects in India. There are as many as 1,652
languages and dialects including 63 non-Indian languages that are
spoken in India and are a proof of the country’s amazing diversity. But
8th Schedule of the constitution of India has recognized 22 languages
that are prevalent in the country; out of which Hindi is the language
spoken by the majority of the people. Broadly these languages belong to
the Indo-Aryan, Dravidian and European family of languages.

1. The Indo-Aryan languages - include Hindi, Gujarati, Rajasthani,
Marathi, Bengali, Oriya, Assamese, Sanskrit, Kashmiri, Sindhi,
Punjabi and Bihari. 70% of India’s population speaks these
languages. Among these, Hindi alone is spoken by about 38% of
the Indians and understood by most of the inhabitants of North
India

2. The languages of South India viz., Telugu, Tamil, Kannada and
Malayalam belong to the Dravidian group of languages. It covers
20% of India’s population.

3. Of the Indo-European languages, English is widely used. It is the
common medium of instruction in the institutions of higher
education. English continues to hold its sway in the metropolitan
cities. Portuguese and French languages are also spoken by a
small section of population in Goa, Daman and Diu. French is
spoken by asmall section in Pondicherry.

The 22 major languages specified in the 8th schedule of the
constitution India are Assamese, Bengali, Bodo, Dogri, Gujarati, Hindi,
Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, Manipuri, Marathi, Nepali,
Oriya, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Santhali, Sindhi, Tamil, Telgu and Urdu.

Hindi in Devanagiri script is the official language of India and
English is the associate language. It was provided in the constitution of
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India that English shall continue to be used for all purposes of the union
till 25th January 1965. But a complete change over to Hindi was not
practicable within the stipulated period. Therefore, English in addition
to Hindi continues to be used for all official purposes as an associate
official language.

As far as the official language of the state is concerned, the
legislature of the state by law, declare any of the 15 languages used in
the state as the language to be used for official purposes within the state.
However, the use of the English language would continue to be in force
in the state until parliament by law determines otherwise.

REGIONAL VARIATIONS

Rural-urban Imbalance

In recent times there has been an overall economic progress. Yet
there is a large part of the rural population who has not yet shared the
fruits of progress.

1. Agriculture cannot sustain rural population and the people have
no other occupation.

2. Further a changeover to different crops also has its limitations in a
traditional society.

3. Globalisation and privatization has lead to increase in urban
income, leaving the rural side almost untouched.

4. Rural economy has almost collapsed driving farmers to suicide in
several states. Loans to cultivators promoted through nationalized
banks, though given with good intention only added to rural
indebtedness.

Looking at the pace of urbanization, industrialization is taking
place but at a slow rate compared to India’s need and labour is
traditionally immobile.

1. Yet due to forced circumstances there is an influx of unskilled
population in to cities in large numbers. This only adds to
problems.
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2. Such migrant population overcrowds the cities and promotes slum
culture.

Moreover rural urban imbalance has been a British legacy. Ours
has become a dualistic structure of the economy ever since the British
ruled over India. The British administrators, concentrated their attention
and resources to development of certain regions like Mumbai, Calcutta,
Madras etc. They provided the required infrastructure facilities in these
regions, which led to progress and growth of industries in those regions. As
against this some of the states remained backward, undeveloped and poor.
(Examples of undeveloped regions are Assam, Orissa, Rajasthan etc).

In the state of Maharashtra imbalance is present in spite of
adoption of economic and industrial planning. For example Greater
Mumbai accounts for nearly 60% of the total factory employment in the
state of Maharashtra. Next to Mumbai comes the region of Thane and
Pune that are industrially advanced. And the regions of Konkan,
Vidarbha and Marathwada are still backward, undeveloped and under-
developed.

The rural-urban disparity (imbalance) is the result of imbalance in
the growth of industrial and agricultural sector. There is faster growth
rate of industries due to use of modern and cheap technology,
availability of infrastructure facilities and cheap labour force etc. But all
these facilities are almost denied to the rural agricultural sector in the
required quantity.

Further, there is a higher growth rate of population in rural areas,
as against lower birth rate of the urban population. There is also
disparity in standard of living in rural-urban region. All this has led to
rural-urban imbalance.

Adverse Effects of Rural-urban Imbalance

(a) It has led to social and economic inequalities that weakens the
national and emotional integration

(b) It has led to severe problem of educated unemployed in urban
areas and disguised unemployment in rural regions, due to
overcrowding of agricultural labour
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(c) And it has also led to demoralisation of large section of the Indian
population.

Thus regional disparities and wide differences act as obstacles for
the growth of the nation and many a times gives rise to various inter-
group conflicts.

Characteristics of Rural Urban Population
 Poverty:This is common both in rural and urban areas. Rural

people are poor due to lack of education. On the other hand urban
people are poor due to lack of employment, large size of family
mostly living in slums.

 Literacy: Literacy rate is comparatively higher in urban areas
than in rural areas. In Urban areas nearly 70 per cent are literate.
Kerala in 2011 recorded the highest literacy rate of 93%.

 Occupation: Rural population is engaged in primary activities
such as agriculture, fishing etc. And the urban population is
mostly engaged in service sector followed by the secondary sector.
Urban population is indirectly involved in agro based industries.

 Unemployment: This problem is almost same in rural as well as
the urban areas. In rural areas unemployment is high due to high
growth rate of population, poor implementation of employment
schemes and seasonal nature of agriculture. On the other hand in
urban areas unemployment is due to industrial sickness in small
scale industries and modernization of manufacturing industries
and the service sector.

 Media Exposure: Media exposure of urban population is higher
compared to rural areas. Most of the urban population is exposed
to radio, TV and internet. But in rural areas use of television and
print media is low due to low literacy and poverty.

 Work Participation Rate: The proportion of working population
of both males and females in rural areas is greater than the urban
population. It is seen that the work participation rate of males in
rural and urban areas is almost similar i.e. 53% and 53.8%. As far
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as the females are concerned, the work participation rate is 30%
in rural areas and 15.4% in urban areas.

Tribal Characteristics

Tribes generally occupy a common geographical area and have a
common language and culture. Originally the tribal population lived in
jungles and less accessible areas. In the Indian Constitution tribes are
referred to as Scheduled Tribes. Following are the characteristics of
tribal population.

Tribes occupy a definite region. For example in the North and
North Eastern Regions the tribal population is concentrated in the
foothill region of Himalayas. Also majority of tribals live in the middle
belt i.e. from Gujarat to West Bengal. And there is tribal population in
the Southern Region. This region includes the plateau region of Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamilnadu and the hilly tracks of Kerala.

Tribes live in definite territory. Such as the Nagas in Nagaland,
Khasis in Assam, Bhils in Madhya Pradesh and Thodas in the Nilgiri
Hills of Tamilnadu.

Each tribe is known by its distinctive name. Some of the tribes are
Gonds, Bhils, Santhal, Kota, etc.

Each tribal group has its own language and dialect. Tribal
languages do not have a script.

Tribes live a nomadic life. They are engaged in agriculture and
related activities.

Tribal people are superstitious and are worshippers of various
forces of nature.

Most of the tribals are illiterate and live in acute poverty.

Tribes are exploited by the moneylenders and landlords. As they
are ignorant and also there is poor implementation of laws protecting
tribal rights.
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The status of women among the tribal population is low, except in
case of tribes that have adopted matrilineal system.

Today gradually the tribal population is declining.

DIVERSITY AS DIFFERENCE

Cultural diversity means pluralism and multiculturalism. There are
cultural differences among the varied population with regard to
language, religion, dress, food habits, customs and traditions. And the
intangible cultural heritage is transmitted from one generation to another.
This gives every generation a continuity and a sense of identity. This
leads to respect for cultural diversity and human creativity. Cultural
diversity may be looked upon as positive differences.

Various cultures lead to pride in the cultural heritage of one’s own
country. Also various cultures come to influence each other. Though
various intergroup conflicts takes place, yet inter-group unity is also
seen at the time during various cultural festivals. One also gets to enjoy
a different taste of food due to diverse cultures. It is also seen in a
country like India, where people belong to different background, culture
and experiences, it leads to generating new and creative ideas. This
creativity and new ideas are of immense value to an organization and to
the society as a whole.

NOTE: Diversity as difference is explained above in India, as a
multi-cultural society. There the explanation is given as to how various
racial groups and culture profoundly influence and enrich the Indian
culture)

QUESTIONS

I. Answer the Following Questions
1. Describe the different racial, religious and linguistic groups in

India.

2. “India has been the land of many religions, languages and
culture”. Discuss.
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3. Bring out clearly the multi-racial, multi-lingual and multi-
religious character of Indian society.

4. Write a note on the demographic composition of India.

5. Discuss the pluralistic nature of Indian society.

6. Comment on the rural-urban imbalance in India.

7. Give an account of diversities among the people of India.

II. Write Notes on
1. Multi-ethnic nature of Indian society.

2. India as multi-cultural society.

3. Demographics of India.

4. Indian society as multi-religious.

5. Caste-wise distribution of Indians.

6. Gender ratio of Indian population.

7. Linguistic diversity of India.

8. Regional variations of India.

9. Urban-rural differences in India.

10. Urban-rural characteristics.

11. Tribal characteristics.

12. Diversity as difference.

III. Fill in the Blanks
1. Indian society is ______________ in nature.

2. The Vedic literature is the contribution of ______________ race.

3. Aryan race came to India after ______________ were defeated.

4. Parsis left ______________ and settled in Bombay.

5. ______________ among the Europeans were the first to arrive in
India.

6. ______________ was the colony of Portuguese in India.
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7. ______________ among the Europeans were the last to come to
India.

8. ______________ is the most ancient religion of India.

9. Eighty per cent of Indian population are the followers of
______________ religion.

10. ______________ was the greatest prophet of Islam.

11. The founder of Sikh religion was ______________.

12. The five Ks are the religious symbols of ______________
community.

13. ______________ is the religious book of Christians.

14. ______________ was the last Tirthankara of Jains.

15. Shwetambar and Digambar are the two sects of ______________.

16. Gautam Buddha was the founder of ______________.

17. According to 2001 census there is ______________ of Buddhist
population in India.

18. ______________ are followers of Zoroastrianism.

19. ______________ is the religious book of Parsi community.

20. Vedas, Epics and Puranas are the religious books of
______________.

21. Guru Granth Sahib is the religious book of ______________
community.

22. The holy book of Muslims is ______________.

23. Parsis visit ______________ for worshipping.

24. Traditional Hindu society was divided into ______________
varnas based on occupation of an individual.

25. The Constitution of India has recognized ______________ major
languages.

26. The _____ Schedule of Constitution has recognized 22 major
languages.

27. ______________ language belongs to Dravidian group of
languages
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28. ______________ language belongs to Indo-European group of
languages.

29. ______________ is used as the official language of Union of
India.

30. ______________ has the highest female literacy rate.

31. ______________ has highest female sex ration per 1000 males.

32. According to 2011 Census the female sex ratio per 1000 males is
______________.

33. Among the states in India ______________ has the lowest gender
ratio.

34. The major cause of declining sex ratio is ______________.

35. In India ______________ state has highest literacy rate.

36. In India, ______________ state has lowest literacy rate.

37. Rural people in India are mostly engaged in ______________
sector.

38. The urban population in India is mostly engaged in
______________ sector.

39. A ______________ is a community occupying a common
geographic area and having a common language and culture.

40. Majority of tribals are engaged in______________ sector.

Ans.: 1. pluralistic, 2. Aryan, 3. Dravidians, 4. Persia, 5. Portuguese,
6. Pondicherry, 7. English, 8. Hinduism, 9. Hindu,
10. Mohammed, 11. Guru Nanak, 12. Sikh, 13. Bible,
14. Mahavira, 15. Jainism, 16. Buddhism, 17. 0.8%, 18. Parsis,
19. Zenda Avesta, 20. Hindus, 21. Sikh, 22. Quran,
23. Agyari/fire temple, 24. four , 25. 22, 26. 8th, 27. Malayalam,
28. English, 29. Hindi, 30. Kerala, 31. Kerala, 32. 940,
33. Haryana, 34. Poverty, 35. Kerala, 36. Bihar, 37. agricultural,
38. Service, 39. Tribe, 40. Agricultural




	Full page fax print.pdf (p.1)
	Title page.pdf (p.2-8)
	Ch. 1_.pdf (p.9-29)
	Structure
	INDIANSOCIETYASMULTI-ETHNICSOCIETY
	EntryofNewRacialGroupsinIndianPopulation

	INDIANSOCIETYASMULTI-CULTURALSOCIETY
	DEMOGRAPHICCOMPOSITION
	IndianSocietyasMulti-religiousSociety
	(ReligionWiseDistributionofthePopulation)

	CasteWiseDistributionofIndians
	GenderWiseDistributionofPopulation

	INDIANSOCIETYASAMULTI-LINGUALSOCIETY
	(LinguisticDiversity)

	REGIONALVARIATIONS
	Rural-urbanImbalance
	AdverseEffectsofRural-urbanImbalance

	CharacteristicsofRuralUrbanPopulation
	TribalCharacteristics

	DIVERSITYASDIFFERENCE
	QUESTIONS
	I.AnswertheFollowingQuestions
	II.WriteNoteson
	III.FillintheBlanks



