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PREFACE

The most important purpose of human existence is to carry forward
the onward march of civilization and create a world with lesser problems
and limitations and with more convenience and happiness. For this, we
need to create a system wherein there are no obstructions to freedom and
exploration. If humanity gets divided into sections, some of which are
better off and the others worse, then the very purpose of human
civilization gets defeated. Media has a very important role to play in
establishing a human community which is free of discriminatory
obstructions, where freedom and exploration can flow freely.

But the big question is whether media is living up to its purpose. It
is true that ultimately we have to create a society which is free of
obstructions and differentiations. But for that to happen, it is very
important that we first dismantle and eliminate structures which are
perpetuating these separateness and obstructions.

This book tries to measure how effective the English newspapers of
Ahmedabad are being in removing these obstructionist and
discriminatory structures. It does so by measuring how frequently the
English newspapers cover the news related to the discrimination of the
four vulnerable groups namely: women, Dalits, tribals and religious
minorities. The book (which contains the findings of an M.Phil. thesis
undertaken by the author) takes two months period for three English
newspapers (The Times of India, DNA and The Indian Express) and
counts the frequency with which they cover news related to each of the
vulnerable groups. The book also takes interviews of seven qualified
experts and interprets them to add value to the findings.

This book has found that, on the whole, newspapers are not doing
proper justice to the cause of covering the news of the weaker sections.
Much more needs to be done by the newspapers. This study will go a
long way in throwing more light on the issues of weaker sections, which
may ultimately contribute in creating a more just and free humanity.
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Introduction

1.1 History and Importance of Human Rights
for Media

The coming of the Britishers brought about new social awakening in
India. The western thought influenced many a thinkers here which
necessitated the commencement of a new era. This new era was called the
Renaissance. Indian thinkers were inspired to reform the Indian society.

Thus, we saw the emergence of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, the father of
modern India, who organized the famous Brahmo Samaj, which
spearheaded socio-religious reforms in the Indian subcontinent. He was
later joined by other thinkers like Dayanand Saraswati, Swami
Vivekanand, etc., who too actively contributed in the reform process.

These leaders laid the ground for social reforms. The underlying
basis of these social reforms was respect for human dignity. Thus, these
changes were a prelude to human rights issues becoming important in
this country.

These thinkers preached against social evils like untouchability,
widow burning (Sati system), child marriage, etc. These changes
aggressively eliminated social evils which had been sabotaging the
fundamental rights of human beings for several centuries.

All the social and religious changes were mainstreamed by
Mahatma Gandhi and converted into the glorious Indian freedom
struggle movement. This freedom struggle movement was primarily
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based on the plank of non-violence. The potent weapons of non-violence
and Satyagraha, which the Mahatma employed in carrying forward his
movement, had respect for individuality as their underlying basis.

Besides, Mahatma was vociferous in his stand against the practice
of untouchability. He toured the entire country to preach against this
cruel and inhuman practice. He as well stood strongly for communal
harmony and Hindu-Muslim unity. He denounced the scourge of
communalism and communal riots in strongest words.

Mahatma transformed the Indian socio-political landscape radically.
His movement checkmated the British imperialist policy on one hand, on
the other hand, it helped Indian society get free from its centuries old
slumber, which had retarded it socially and made it lose its originality
and self-respect.

Apart from this, a special mention should be made of the movement
of socially backward castes, which was put forward by the leaders of this
section of society. The leaders of this movement pursued the upliftment
of weaker sections more aggressively than the mainstream leaders. It
was their strong attitude which pushed Britishers and even some of the
prominent mainstream Indian leaders to adopt active measures to
obliterate the ugly manifestations of the caste system. Thus, leaders in
different parts of the country like Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, Narayan Guru,
E.V. Ramaswami Naicker, C.N. Annadurai, etc., fought for the rights of
Dalits and backward castes.

All these set the background for human rights in India. As we
would see later that all these developments would have a major impact
in independent India as well. While human rights in the United States
and Europe vouched for respect for individual rights, in India it was
more about freeing the exploited groups from oppression and
exploitation.

All these changes were accompanied by the development of a
strong media in India. Initially, large sections of the media were the
proponent of Indian freedom, however, they also became catalysts of
social change. In fact much of the discourse on freedom movement and
social change reached the masses through media publications.

This was the Indian context so far. Besides, internationally human
society has traversed huge milestones in the last few centuries. Starting
from the French Revolution and The American War of Independence,
there have been massive changes in the way of life of common people.
Gradually, respect for democracy and human rights became the expected
norms and countries which are ignoring them are considered violators of
the most basic rights which is the birthright of all human beings.
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The two world wars were a major disruption in the progress of
human rights. Incidents like the mass extermination of Jews during the
World War II are stated to be among the single largest violations of
human rights that have ever happened on this planet. However, civilized
people learnt lessons from the world wars. This necessitated the birth of
United Nations Organisation (UNO), a world-level body to promote
peace and harmony among nations. In a landmark event on December 10,
1948, UNO brought out its Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This
became a comprehensive manual, a guiding light and a reference point
for promotion of human rights for most nations.

Human rights are fundamental to the respect and dignity of all
people. It is the least the governments can do for the people. Though
traditionally human rights have meant the conditions which satisfy the
basic dignity of people, however, in recent times their scope has expended.

Media has a very important role to play in the protection, promotion
and propagation of human rights. It can never absolve itself from its
larger social responsibility which warrants deliverance on human rights.
If we see through the history of India and the world, media has usually
played this role effectively.

One of the foremost points in serving human rights is seeing to it
that the rights of weaker sections are protected. Four categories warrant
inclusion in the weaker sections category. These are women, Tribals,
Dalits and religious minorities.

The needs of the four categories are not altogether similar. While
women need safety in daily lives and also equal opportunities; Tribals
need even more special State attention, growth opportunities and
inclusion into the social mainstream. Dalits need growth opportunities
and immunity against discrimination (which still happens in the form of
not completely wiped out social system of untouchability). Religious
minorities (chiefly Muslims) need safety and security, an atmosphere
free of hatred and communalism.

While it is said that English media has largely tried to address these
issues of the weaker sections, it is not exactly known the manner and the
extent to which it is true in context of the three English newspapers of
Ahmedabad.

This research will study the coverage of news in the three
categories by the three newspapers for a period of two months (July
2015 and August 2015) and will try to find out the real situation.
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1.2 Research Objective
Primary objective: To understand and analyse the portrayal of

human rights issues by taking interviews of seven different experts from
diverse fields ranging from senior academician to lawyers to Human
Rights Commission Chairman, Gujarat. This study also aims to analyse
the portrayal of human rights issues by measuring the frequency of
human rights coverage by the three English newspapers. Human rights
news frequency is measured by counting the number of times the news
has appeared in the three newspapers for the five vulnerable groups,
namely women, Tribals, Dalits, religious minorities (Muslims) and
Others in the months of July, 2015 and August, 2015. The study aims to
do a threadbare analysis of coverage of human rights issues by the three
English newspapers combining the valuable inputs given by the seven
experts, supplementing it by with measurement of human rights news
frequency and its interpretation. Researcher aims to compare the three
newspapers and also give his subjective view on the status of each of the
three newspapers in human rights coverage.

Secondary Objective
 To compare the women’s coverage by the three newspapers.
 To compare the Dalit’s coverage by the three newspapers.
 To compare the Tribal’s coverage by the three newspapers.
 To compare the religious minorities’ (Muslim’s) coverage by

the three newspapers.
 To compare the coverage given to others category by the three

Newspapers.

1.3 Delimitation

The Qualitative Part
Seven experts have been selected from diverse fields and their

views taken on the issue of human rights. Their views primarily cater to
the coverage of human rights violation issues in context of four
vulnerable groups (namely women, Tribals, Dalits, religious minorities
(Muslims) and an extended fifth category).

Definition and Scope of Human Rights
Definition of Human Rights
“Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, whatever

their nationality, place of residence, sex, national or ethnic origin, colour,
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religion, language, or any other status. Human beings are all equally
entitled to their human rights without discrimination. These rights are all
interrelated, interdependent and indivisible.”

“The fundamental rights that humans have by the fact of being
human, and that are neither created nor can be abrogated by any
government. Supported by several international conventions and treaties
(such as the United Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human rights in
1948), these include cultural, economic and right of association, belief,
free speech, information, religion, movement and nationality.”

Scope of Human Rights in this Study
Human rights definition in this study broadly includes issues and

cases of crimes and exploitation. It basically deals with crimes and
exploitation against weaker sections of society. Four categories of
weaker sections have been earmarked in this study are:

 Women
 Tribals
 Dalits
 Religious minorities.
Why the news related only to the four groups are being studied: The

umbrella of human rights is very wide but the four groups are being
studied because:

1. It is established from the interviews of the experts and other
sources that in India individuals have been oppressed and
human rights violated based on discrimination of some groups.

2. Women have been a historically disadvantaged group. Dalits
and Tribals too have been historically and sociologically
ostracized. Muslims are facing the onslaught in the last few
decades. This fact has been acknowledged even by the seven
experts.

3. The four groups constitute the broadest and most vulnerable
victims of discrimination even today.

The four categories have been earmarked based on the interviews of
certain experts which also form the basis of qualitative analysis in this
study. The four categories have been traditionally considered weaker
sections in India. The seven experts have concurred with this existing
belief. While women category has been a disadvantaged lot across the
world since time immemorial, the exploitation of Tribals, Dalits is a
unique case of India analogous to the ugly manifestations of caste
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system in the Indian subcontinent. Religious minorities suffer in India
mainly during incidents of communal riots, particularly the major ones.
They are affected by an atmosphere of fear and insecurity which makes
them suffer materially and psychologically.

The seven experts have agreed that the four categories are the
weaker sections in India. They have said that women, Tribals, and Dalits
have faced social injustice historically. On the other hand, the condition
of religious minorities suffers from a complicated situation. With the rise
of the political right wing in the last few decades, problems have
increased for them significantly.

The Very Large Umbrella of Human Rights
Human rights issue is very broad in its overall scope. Its concept

has got even more broadened in recent times. It could mean many things
where human dignity is not respected or is violated. To cite an instance,
suppose an employer recruits a person in his/her private organizations
but does not give proper respect to his/her employee, this case qualifies
to be a case of human rights violation.

However, for the convenience of only one point in the vast
umbrella of human rights issues is considered.

Exclusion of Child Rights from the Study
The issue of child rights has been intentionally excluded from the

study. This has been done because several experts have not listed child
rights exclusively as a category. Rights of the girl child has been broadly
clubbed under the women category.

Exclusion of Physically and Mentally Challenged
Again the physically and mentally challenged people have been

excluded from the study because they face discrimination, owing to a
deformity, and in a different sense than the four groups. This view has
been acknowledged by the seven experts.

The Quantitative Part

The Selection of the Three English Newspapers
The three English newspapers, which are published from

Ahmedabad, are being studied, namely The Times of India, DNA and
The Indian Express. All the editions of the three newspapers are read for
two months (July 2015 and August 2015). News related to the human
rights violations of the four categories (women, Tribals, Dalits, religious
minorities (Muslims) are segregated for analysis. There is another fifth
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Others category, which does not strictly fall into any of the four
categories. This others category includes general news about human
rights which is too vague to be included in any of the four categories.

Reason for Selecting English Newspapers
Only the three English newspapers have been covered in this study,

which are published from Ahmedabad, namely The Times of India,
DNA and The Indian Express. Vernacular (Gujarati and Hindi)
newspapers are not being studied here. There are multiple reasons for
this selection. Firstly, though English newspapers are smaller in reach
(circulation) but they are much more influential. They are subscribed
and read by people having much higher influence in society. So,
studying the coverage of English newspapers in this study helped gauge
those newspapers which have influential disproportionate to their
circulation.

Besides, English is the associate language of India. There is no
other language which is much influential across the country. Even Hindi
newspapers are not read in many non-Hindi speaking states especially
like in Tamil Nadu, Kerala, etc. So studying English newspapers was
covering a language which is present throughout the country. Besides,
it’s currently the de facto international language.

Also, it was felt that the research would be more forceful if
newspapers of only one language are studied. English was the natural
choice as it is the language of establishment.

Why Qualitative Research was Selected?
This research is not purely qualitative. Though the interviews of the

seven experts form the core consideration of this study, but the three
English newspapers are also studied for two months period (July 2015
and August 2015). However, emphasis is on qualitative aspect (the
analysis of experts’ interviews) because it is felt that the subjective
views of the experts who are aware of both the human rights issues and
the media workings will provide very rich and valuable source of
information for this research, which would be its real strength.

However, qualitative analysis is supplemented with quantitative
analysis to make the thesis much more complete and comprehensive.
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