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PREFACE

European powers predominated world politics till the World War-I through their military
strength, colonial wealth and favourable trade and commerce. But after this devastating
armogeddon, the power and predominance of the European powers waned and gradually there
was the growth of two new power centres namely the USSR and the USA. In the Western
capitalistic world the USA emerged as a leading power and for the past one hundred years
(1918-2018), it remained so with its military arsenal and material prosperity through industrial
advancement. During the World War-II, the USA played a decisive role in defeating the Axis
powers predominated by fascist and imperialist forces. It brought to an end the Japanese
hegemony in the Far East and silenced the world by dropping atom bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. After World War-II, a new world order emerged. This new world order was
characterized by the declining of imperialism and liberation of Asiatic and African countries, the
establishment of communistic government in China and the growth of a bipolar world with the
USA and USSR as two super powers. The aftermath of the second world war was predominated
by cold war scenario and race of armaments. The world was divided into two power blocs under
NATO and Warshaw Pact. The third world countries mostly followed a policy of non-aligned by
not aligning with any power bloc.

With the Perestroika and Glasnost of Gorbachev, the USSR disintegrated in 1992 and the
world became unipolar. The predominance of the USA as a world power continued and it is said
that an era of neo-imperialism got initiated with the USA at the apex. The superpower tag to the
USA is even relevant today and the world is looking towards it for guidance and leadership. So,
naturally, the study of history of such a great nation, which achieved tremendous prosperity in last
two hundred and thirty five years (1783-2018) is interesting and most cherished. This part of the
book entitled “History of the United States of America (1776-1945)” is planned and prepared to
bring to the limelight the background of such a great nation which is practising democratic
republicanism with sound material advancement.

The people of the thirteen colonies of America started a remarkable war of liberation in 1776
and achieved independence in 1783 AD. From then onwards till now, the United States of
America has an eventful history of two hundred and thirty five years. During this period, the
Americans had to pass through many hurdles to establish democracy, federalism, republicanism
and unity. They took scores of years to fight many odds which challenged the basis of humanism
and were able to ascertain human dignity. For the emancipation of the black American Africans,
a civil war was fought and in the mid of the nineteenth century that was the worst challenge to the
unity of the Americans. The secessionists were ultimately defeated and the unionists led by
President Abraham Lincoln became victorious. By a process of Reconstruction, the damage of the
civil war was healed and the USA has progressed towards political stability and great economic
prosperity.

In the colonial era as well as during the first half of the 19th century, American society and
economy was very much influenced by the plantation economy and the black slaves working in it.
Towards the last decade of the 18th century, industrialisation started in America and industrial
revolution occurred in the USA mainly in two different phases. In both the phases, private capital,



indigenous entrepreneurship and immigrant labour played prominent role to shape American
economy. The other issues which influenced the socio-political life were the issues of franchise
rights to the blacks and the women as well as the question of trade unionism.

The present text book is prepared taking into account of the CBCS courses specified for the
history honours students as Discipline Specific Elective (DSE). In DSE, the history of the USA
(1776-1945) has two papers, and in this book, we have dealt with the chapters specified for DSE-
Paper-I. For the convenience of the students, boxes are inserted to clarify certain fundamental
terminologies as well as issues. In the introductory chapter vivid description has been made on the
physical features and demography of colonial America. Discussions are also made on the
settlement pattern and colonisation process in America. Social structure and political features of
the then America are also discussed. Subsequent chapters deal with topics like American war of
independence and making of American constitution.

Development of Federalism, Jeffersonianism and Jacksonianism, growth of political parties,
American judiciary and Supreme Court are also included in the body of this book. The problems
of the blacks and women are also discussed. Under the caption of capitalism, we have discussed
various stages of industrialisation, immigration problem, labour issues and labour movement in
the USA. Before discussing the civil war, due narrative has been given on plantation economy,
slave society, slave resistance and the growth of republicanism. Chapters are also added to
highlight the issues of civil war, emancipation of slaves and the personality of Abraham Lincoln.

In preparing this book, I have taken the help of classical as well as the contemporary books
on the topics. I have also gone through different websites dealing with the subjects. I am aware of
the fact that our students are stranger to the history of the United States of America. Efforts are
made to provide them with the fundamentals and educate them with the basic features of
American history.

This part of the History of the United States of America (1776-1945) is naturally an
incomplete discussion on the composite history of the USA. The leftout topics shall be discussed
in the second part of this book. I am happy that the first part of the book is being published. On
this occasion, I thank to Mr. Niraj Pandey and Vijay Pandey of Himalaya Publishing House. I am
also thankful to Mr. Bijay Kumar Ojha for his interest in the publication of this book. Finally
I have a request to the readers. Their suggestion on the errors and improvement of this book shall
be solemnly acknowledged and the author will try his best to include the constructive and relevant
suggestions in the next edition of the book. I hope that this book shall be useful for the students
and teachers.

Dr. Hemanta Kumar Mohapatra
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North America - Land and Indigenous People

In between the Pacific and Atlantic oceans is situated the third largest continent of the world,
North America. Far to the north of the continent there is the Arctic Ocean. Atlantic ocean is on
the east of North America and Pacific Ocean is on the west. North America extends from the tiny
Aleutian island in the North West to the Isthmus of Panama in the South. The continent includes
the enormous island of Greenland in the Northeast and the small island countries and territories
that dot the Caribbean Sea and Western North Atlantic Ocean.

North America can be divided into five physical regions namely:
(1) The Mountainous West
(2) The Great Plains
(3) Eastern Region including Appalachian Mountain
(4) The Canadian Shield
(5) The Caribbean

Mexico and Central Americans western coast are connected to the mountainous west, while
its lowlands and coastal plains extend into the eastern region.

Western Region

In the western region there is the Rocky mountain range. It spreads from North to South
parallel to the Pacific Sea coast from the province of British Columbia, Canada to the US state of
New Mexico. The Rocky mountains are part of a system of parallel mountain ranges known as
Cordilleras. The Sierra Madre mountain system is a part of Cordilleras. The cascade range of
mountains are seen in the modern US States of Washington, Oregon and California. The three
major desert regions of North America the Sonoran, Mojave and Chihuahuan are all situated in

(1)

Chapter - One

NORTH AMERICA－
LAND AND INDIGENOUS PEOPLE,

EUROPEAN SETTLEMENTS
AND COLONISATION
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the American South West and Northern Mexico. The northern part of the Western region of North
America has the richest deposit of oil and natural gas of the continent.

Great Plains

The great plains lie in the middle of the continent. Grain is grown in this region and this
region is known as the ‘Breadbasket’ of North America. The great plains are also home to rich
deposits of oil and natural gas. The grassland or Prairie regions of the Great Plains make up the
largest biome in North America.

Biome - A biome is a community of plants and animals that have common
characteristics for the environment they exist in.

Canadian Shield

The Canadian Shield is a raised but relatively flat plateau. It extends over eastern, central and
northwestern Canada. The Canadian Shield is characterised by a rocky landscape poked by a
number of lakes. The tundra, stretching along the northern borders of Alaska and Canada to the
Hudson Bay area is a biome common to the Canadian Shield.

Eastern Region

The Eastern region of North America includes the Appalachian Mountains and the Atlantic
Coastal plain. Appalachian mountain range is known for rich deposits of coal and other minerals.
The Atlantic Coastal plain extends from river, marsh and wetland regions east of the mountains
towards the sandy beaches of the Atlantic coast. The Florida Everglades is the largest wetland
system in North America.

Caribbean Region

The Caribbean Region includes more than seven thousands islands, islets, reefs and cays.

North Americas varied landscape features many natural wonders of the earth. It has deep
canyons, such as Copper Canyon in the Mexican State of Chihuahua. Denali is the highest
mountain peak of North America stands at 6194 metres within Denali National Park and preserve
in the US state of Alaska. There are also world famous geysers. Canada’s Bay of Fundy has the
greatest tidal range in the world. The Great lakes form the planet’s largest areas of fresh waters.
Mississippi River (3730 k.m) is one of the longest rivers of the world.

Rivers of North America

Hundreds of rivers and their tributaries slice across North America. Some of them are drained
to the Pacific ocean whereas others drain into the Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean Sea. The major
rivers of North America are Mississippi, Columbia, Missouri, Rio Grande, Colorado, Ohio, St.
Lawrence, Mackenzie, Yukun, Arkansas, Fraser, Hudson, Potomac, Snake, Yellowstone,
Alleghen, Willamette, Tennese, Mohawk, Green river, Kanawia, Kootnay, Liard, Platte.
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Lakes of North America

The great lakes of North America are a series of interconnected freshwater lakes located
primarily in the upper mid-east region of North America, in Canada - US border which connect to
the Atlantic Ocean through the river St.Lawrence. These freshwater lakes are Lakes Superior,
Michigan, Huron, Erie and Ontario. These lakes are called ‘Inland Seas’. Lake Superior is the
second largest lake in the world. Other prominent lakes are Champlain, St Clair, Salt Lake, Lake
Nipigon, Lake Great Slave, Lake Nippissing, Lake of the Woods, Crater Lake, Lake Agassiz,
Lake Head, Lake Simcoe, Lake Great Bear, Lake Winnipeg, Lake Tahoe, Rainy Lake, Lake
Kagawong etc.

Climate

North America extends to within 100 of latitude of both the equator and north pole. It
embraces every climate zone from tropical rain forest and savanna on the lowlands of Central
America to areas of permanent icecap in Central Greenland. Sub-Arctic and Tundra climate
prevails in North Canada and North Alaska. Desert and Semi arid conditions are found in interior
region cut off by high mountains from rain bearing westerly winds. However, most of the
continents has temperate climates very favourable to settlement and agriculture. Prairies or vast-
grasslands cover a huge amount in mountain range. One can experience cool and humid climate
in North America.

Different types of plants are seen in North America. In the Arctic Zone grasses, mosses and
Arctic willows are observed. In the Western US mountain zone and Canada coniferous forests are
there. In these forest trees like spruces, firs hemlocks, pines are grown. Giant sequoias, redwood,
sugar pines are also seen in these forests. In the southern states of America extensive yellow pines
are found. Tropical trees like mahogany, logwood are also seen. The cultivated native plants of
North America are potato, vanilla, melons, tobacco, cocoa, gourds, bean and indigo.

Minerals

The rocky mountain range is rich with mineral deposits like gold, silver, copper, lead,
tungsten and uranium. Zinc, coal, petroleum, natural gas are also found in plenty in America.

Indigenous People and Culture

Till the discovery of sea-routes by Christopher Columbus in the last decade of fifteenth
century and the voyages of Amerigo Vespucci the existence of such a huge landmass (North and
South America combined) was not known to the Europeans. Many people thought of Columbus
journey as the discovery of an uncharted territory, but a rich society existed in North America
long before the European settlers arrived.

Alaska Natives

A group of indigenous people living in Alaska region of America were called “Alaska
Natives”. These natives spoke different languages and were belonging to different cultural groups.
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Some of the major cultural groups of the Alaska natives were Inuplat, Yupik, Aleut, Eyak, Tlingit,
Haida, Tsimshian. Ancestors of the Alaska natives had migrated into the area thousands of years
age. They had come from Siberia in waves and settled on the northern part of the continent.

Native Hawaiians were another group of people mostly living in Hawaii. In American South
West and California there were also good number of such people. The specific Hawaiian natives
were ‘Kanak Oiwi’, ‘Kanaka Maoli’, ‘Hawai Maoli’. Native Hawaiians trace their origin back to
the original Polynesian settlers of Hawaii. The Hawaiian language is ‘Olelo Hawaii’.

There were also indigenous Polynesian people like Marshallese, Samoan, Tahitian and
Tongan. Now-a-days they are called Pacific island Americans. They are geographically,
genetically and culturally distinct from the indigenous people of mainland America. Tribals like
Kumeyaay, Cocopa, Pascua Yaqui and Apache were living in Southwest of present day USA and
California.

Athabaskan, Inuplat, Blackfeet, Nakota, Cree, Anishinaabi, Huron, Lenape, Mikmaq,
Penobscot and Haudensaune tribals were living in the present Canada-USA border area.

Some of the major native American languages are Navaja, Yupik, Dakota, Apache, Keres,
Cherokee, Zuni, Ojibwe and Oodham.

In the Caribbean, there were tribes like Arawak Indian tribe, Island Caribe tribe, Caquetio
tribe, Carib Indian tribe, Taino Indian Tribe, Shebayo Indian tribe, Garifuna People and Inyeri
Indian tribe.

Pre-Columbian Cultures

Historians termed the entire period of American history and pre-history before the beginning
of the 16th Century as the pre-Columbian culture. During this period the people living in the
present day. USA are presently known as Native Americans. They are also known as ‘American
Indians’, ‘Indigenous Americans’ and simply ‘Indians’. It is estimated that there were around five
hundred distinct native Americans in the Pre-Columbian era. Originally such tribes were not
called ‘Indians’. This term ‘Indian’ is a misnomer. Columbus had a misconception that he had
discovered sea route to India (East Indies). And in America, he called the native Red Indians. But
in fact he had discovered West Indies and America. From then onwards the European started
terming the native Americans as Red Indians.

The Pre-Columbian era refers to all period sub-divisions in the history and prehistory of the
Americans, before the appearance of significant European and African influence in the American
continents spanning the time of the original arrival in the upper Paleolithic to European
Colonisation during the early modern period. While technically referring to the area before
Christopher Columbus Voyages of 1949 to 1492 AD, in practice the term usually includes the
history of American indigenous cultures until Europeans either conquered or significantly
influenced them.

Whether the native Americans were the original inhabitants of Americas or immigrant settlers
is not conclusively settled by the archaeological and historical studies. However, the most
accepted theory suggests that they were the migratory settlers in Americas. As per the theory, in
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the Ice Age some people migrated from Eurasia across Beringia, a land bridge that connected
Siberia (Russia) to present day Alaska. Then they spread southward throughout America. This
migration may have begun as early as 30,000 years ago.

In their book “Method and Theory in American Archaeology” (1958) Gordon Willey and
Phillips divided the Pre-Columbian archaeological record of America into five phases. They are -

(1) Lithic stage - between 16500 BCE and 8000 BCE. Examples - Clovis culture and Folsom
Tradition.

(2) Archaic stage - 8000 BCE - 1000 BCE. Examples - Archaic South West, Archaic Small
Tool Tradition and Poverty Point Culture.

(3) Formative stage - 1000 BCE to 500 CE. Examples - Dorset Culture, Zapotec Civilisation
Members Culture, Olmec, Woodland and Mississippian Culture.

(4) Classical stage - 500 CE to 1200 CE. Example - Maya and Toltec Culture.
(5) Post classical stage - 1200 CE to the Advent of the European. Example - The Late Maya

and Aztec Culture.

In the Pre-Columbian age the present day USA came across different cultures developed by
the indigenous people of America. Some of the major cultures are narrated below:

Adena Culture

The Adena Culture was a native American culture flourished between 1000 BC and 200 BC.
It developed in early Woodland period.

In the classification of archaeological culture of North America, the woodland period
spanned a period from roughly 1000 BCE to the European contact in the eastern part of
North America.

Coles Creek Culture

This culture developed in the Lower Mississippi valley towards the end of Woodland period.
Important features － Increased use of flat － topped platform mounds － complex political
institutions－grog－tempered ceramic ware.

Hohokam Culture

Hohokam Culture developed around American Southwest. It was a rural culture developed on
the bank of river Gila. The land was fertile and arable. Dry farming was popular. Corn, squash
and beans were cultivated. There was the growth of architecture ceramics and pottery. Canal
irrigation facility was available. However, by 1400 AD this cultural area was abandoned.



6 History of the United States of America-I

Puebloan Culture

Puebloan culture grew around the present day Southern Utah, northern Arizona, North
Western, New Mexico and South Western Colorado. The Ancestral Puebloans lived in small
family pit house, larger clan type culture, grand pueblos and cliff sited dwellings. The culture is
best known for the stone and earth dwellings built along cliff walls.

Three UNESCO World Heritage sites located in the USA are credited to the Pueblos. They
are -

(1) Cliff Palace, Mesa Verde National Park
(2) The Great Kiva of Chetro Ketl, Chaco Culture National Historical Park
(3) Taos Pueblo, New Mexico

Mississippian Culture

The Mississippi Culture flourished in the present day Ohio and Mississippi valley region.
This culture was predominantly developed on the bank of river Cahokia (a tributary of
Mississippi).

Monks Mound of Cahokia, a world Heritage site comes under this Mississippi Culture. The
ten story Monks Mound at Cahokia has a larger circumference than the Great Pyramid of Egypt.
Cahokia was also a major regional chiefdom.

Kincaid (developed between 1050 and 1400 AD) was one of the largest settlement of the
Mississippi culture. It is located at the Southern tip of present day US State of Illinois. This site
has eleven substructure platform mounds.

The Mississippi culture developed the Southeastern ceremonial complex. The Mississippian
pottery are some of the finest. Cahokian pottery was fine with smooth surface.

Iroquois Culture

Iroquois culture developed around present day western New York. It is noted for a
confederacy model developed in the mid fifteenth century. The important clans of this culture
were Oneida, Mahawk, Onondagas, Caruga and Seneca. The culture had a confederated type of
government. Iroquois society was a matrilineal society.

The Iroquois invaded and attacked tribes in the Ohio River area of present day Kentucky.
Historians have placed these events as occurring sporadically from 13th to 17th Century A.D.
called Beaver wars. Through warfare, the Iroquois drove several tribes to migrate west. Tribes of
Ohio valley who had to migrate to west were Osage, Kaw, Ponca and Omaha people. By the mid
17th Century these tribal people had resettled in the present day Kansas, Nebraska, Arkansas and
Oklahoma.
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European Settlements and Colonization of Americas

The history of European Colonisation started either in Tenth or Eleventh Century AD when
‘West Norse’ sailors explored and settled on the shores of present day Canada. But the indigenous
people resisted their settlements and Norse settlers had to abandon those settlements. The
European colonisation again started specifically in 1492 AD when Christopher Columbus heading
a Spanish expedition reached in Caribbeans. Hispaniola became the first European settlement in
the Americas. This island was inhabited by Taino people since 7th century A.D.

European Colonisation of the Americas describes the history of the invasion,
settlement establishment of control of the continents of the Americas by various
European powers. Here Americas means both North and South Americas, which also
includes Greenland and the Caribbean islands.

During the first two voyages between 1492 and 1493 AD Columbus reached the Bahamas
and various Caribbean islands including Hispaniola, Purrto and Cuba. As the sponsor of
Christopher Columbus voyages Spain was the first European powers to settle and colonise larger
areas from North America and the Caribbean to the Southern tip of South America.

In 1947 AD John Cabot (on behalf of England) landed on the North American coast. France
founded colonies in eastern North America as well as in Caribbean islands and small coastal part
of South America. Portugal colonised Brazil and tried to colonise the Eastern coast of present day
Canada. The Portuguese settled in the North west of the River Plate.

Spanish Colonisation of Americas

Supported and patronised by the Crown of Castile the Spanish conquistadores initiated the
colonial expansion in the Americas. The task was taken forward and developed by the Spanish
administrators and missionaries. The motive behind this colonial expansion was primarily trade
and spread of Catholicism among the indigenous natives. Greed for gold and other valuable
metals was another strong motivation.

Crown of Castile － The Crown of Castile was a medieval state in the Iberian
Peninsula that formed in 1230. Crown of Castlie and Crown of Aragon were combined
and called Spain. Queen Isabella was ruling over castle and her husband Ferdinand
was the King of Aragon at the time of Columbian voyages.

Conquistadores － Spanish conqueres were called Conquistadors. They were
leaders in the Spanish conquest of America especially of Mexico and Peru, in the 16th
century. The two most famous conquistadors were Hernan Cortes, who conquered the
Aztec Empire and Francisco Pizarro, who led the conquest of Incan empire.

Spanish colonisation started formally in1492 AD and continued for about three centuries.
During this process the Spanish empire expanded across the Caribbean islands, half of South
America, most of Central America and much of North America including present day Florida,
Mexico and Pacific coastal region.
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The Catholic Monarchs Isabella, queen of castle and her husband Ferdinand, the King of
Aragon, jointly ruled their Kingdoms and created a single monarchy of Spain. Even though Castle
and Aragon were ruled jointly by their respective monarchs they remained separate Kingdoms.
The Catholic monarchs gave official approval for the plans of Genoese mariner Columbus for his
voyages to reach India by sailing towards west. The funding came from Queen Isabella, so the
profits from Spanish expeditious flowed to Castle. In the extension of Spanish sovereignty to its
overseas territories, authority for expeditions of discovery, conquest and settlement resided in the
Spanish monarchy.

Settlement and Colonisation of West Indies

Columbus founded the settlement of La Navidad on the island later named as Hispaniola. But
this settlement was destroyed by the indigenous Taino people. Columbus started another
settlement named Isabella in 1493. Bartholomew, another Spanish sailor founded Santo Domingo
in 1496 AD. By 1500 AD a few hundred Spaniards settled in the West Indies. But they were
severely resisted by local Taino people. In 1500 AD the settlement of Nueva Cadiz was founded
in the island of Cubagua, Venezuela. Santa Cruz in the present day Guajira peninsula was
founded by one Alonso de Ojeda.

Cumana in Venezuela was the first prominent settlement founded by Europeans in the
mainland of America. Diago Hernandez De Serpa was founded in 1569 AD.

Spanish Conquest of Mexico

There was a strong and extensive empire in Mexico called Aztec Empire. The Spanish
conquest of Aztec empire was materialized between 1519 and 1521 AD. The Spanish conquest of
Aztec empire was led by Herman Cortes. The Spaniards also conquered Yucatan in a long drawn
struggle with the Maya people from 1551 to 1697 AD. The Maya people were living in Yucatan
peninsula, which is now in Mexico and northern central America. In 1519 AD Herman Cortes
founded the settlement of Vera Cruz and that was the beginning of 300 years of Spanish
hegemony over this region, which was also called New Spain.

Aztec Culture is also known as Mexica Culture. It was an Mesoamerican Culture
that flourished in the Central Mexico in the post classic period from 1300 to 1521 AD.
Three prominent indigenous tribes (Mexico, Texcoca, Tepaneca) combined together to
establish this Aztec empire. The Aztec people were certain ethnic groups of Central
Mexico. Their language was Nahuatl. The Aztec people dominated large part of
Mesoamerica from 14th to 16th century A.D.

Spanish Conquest of Inca Empire (Peru)

Inca empire in present day Peru was the mightiest empire in the Americas. The Spaniards
took several years to conquer and capture it. The Spanish invasion of Inca empire was started by
Francisco Pizarro who was supported by indigenous Andean Indian auxiliaries. In 1532 AD the
Battle of Cajamarca took place. In this battle the Spaniards captured the emperor Atahualpa of the
Inca empire. Then on the Spanish took advantage of the civil war between the factions led by two
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brothers, emperor Atahualpa and Huascar. The Spaniards supported by same indigenous people
extended control over Greater Andes Region. The viceroyality of Peru was established in 1542
AD. The last Inca stronghold was conquered by the Spaniards in 1572 AD.

Other Spanish Conquests

The Spanish settlement of the fort of Saneti Spiritu was established in 1527 AD. Buenos
Aires was established in 1536 AD. In Paragury, Asuncion Colony was established in 1537 AD.
Buenos Aires was frequently attacked by the local people and it was abandoned in 1541 AD.
Between 1537 and 1543 AD six Spanish expeditions entered the highland of Columbia,
conquered the Muisca Confederation and set up the new kingdom of Grenada.

Spain’s administration of its colonies in the Americas was divided into the following vice-
royalities.

 Vice Royality of New Spain - (1535 AD) Capital － Mexico City

 Vice Royality of Peru - (1542 AD) Capital－Lima
 Vice Royality of New Granada (1717) Capital - Bogota
 Vice Royality of Rio de la Plata (1776) Capital - Buenos Aires.

French Colonisation of Americas

The French colonisation of the Americas started in the 16th century. The process continued
into the following centuries. The French founded colonies in much of the eastern North America,
on a number of Caribbean islands and also in South America. Most of the colonies were
developed to export products such as fish, furs and sugar.

In the process of colonisation in the New World, the French established a good number of
forts and settlements. In the later days these forts and settlement became the following urban
centres:

 in Canada - Quebec and Montreal
 in the United States - Detroit, Green Bay, Mobine, Biloxi, St. Louis, Cape Girardeau,

Baton Rouge and New Orleans
 in Haiti - Port - au - Prince, Cap Haitien
 in French Guiana - Cayenne
 in Brazil - Sao Luis

Colonises of Portugal, Sweden and other European countries in Americas -
 Portugal claimed lands in North America (Canada) and colonized much of eastern South

America naming it Santa Cruz and Brazil.
 Sweden established the colony of New Sweden.
 Dutch established in colony of New Netherland around the present day New York.
 Denmark - Norway received the former colonies in Greenland.
 Russians colonised a portion of Alaska.
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English Settlement and Colonisation of Americas

In the mainland of North America and Caribbean the English established a good number of
colonies and there was a successful process of colonisation. Mercantilism was the basic policy
imposed by Britain on its colonises from the 1660s.

Mercantilism meant that the government became a partner with merchants based in
England, with the goal of increasing political power and private wealth, to the exclusion
of other empires and even other merchants based in its own colonises. The government
protected its London based merchants and kept out others by trade barriers, regulations
and subsidies to domestic industries in order to maximise exports from the realm and
minimise imports.

Thirteen Colonies

On May 14, 1607 AD the first English Colony named Jamestown was established near
Chesapeake Bay. This was in Virginia. In 1632 AD the colony of Maryland got the royal charter
from King Charles. Towards the South of Virginia, Carolina was established in 1663 AD.
Settlement started in Carolina in 1670 AD.

The Pilgrim settlers railed to North America in 1960 AD on a ship named Mayflower. As a
united community they established a small colony at Plymouth. Other settlers also travelled from
England to join them.

The Pilgrims were a small group of Puritan separatists who felt that they needed to
physically distance themselves from the corrupt church of England. After initially moving
to the Netherlands, they decided to settle in America.

With four hundred settlers the non-separatist Puritans established the Massachusetts Bay
Colony in 1629 AD. Other Puritan colonies like New Haven, Saybrook and Connecticut were
established in due course. Later on New Haven and Saybrook colonies were absorbed by
Connecticut.

In 1637 AD a settlement came up at Acquidneck island which is also known as Rhode island.
Colonies were established in New Hampshire and Maine. New Hampshire became a separate
colony under a Royal Charter in 1679 AD.

In 1686, King James II of England consolidated the New England Colonies into the
Dominion of New England. In 1688 the colonies of New York, West Jersey and East Jersey were
added to it. The New England Dominion came to an end in 1689 and the former colonies with
separate identity were established.

After the Second Anglo － Dutch war in which Netherland was defeated the Dutch Colony of
New Netherland was taken over by the British and it was named New York.The population of
New York was consisting of the Dutch, German, English, Yankees as well as black-slaves. In
1674 the colonies of East and West Jersey were created. Later on they were amalgamated into
New Jersey.



North America Land and Indigenous People, European Settlements and Colonization 11

Pennsylvania was founded in 1681 AD. The founder of Pennsylvania was William Penn. The
main population elements of this colony were Quakers, Scottish, Irish and German. Philadelphia
of this colony very soon became the largest city of the colonies.

Quakers － Quakers are members of a group with Christian roots that began in
England in the 1650s. The formal title of the movement is the Society of Friends or
Religious Society of Friends. There are about 210000 Quakers across the world.
Quakers believe that there is something of God in everybody and that each human
being is of unique worth. This is why Quakers value all people equally and oppose
anything that may harm or threaten them.

For the benefit of the readers a list of thirteen American colonies is given below:

(A) New England Colonies
1. New Hampshire - established in 1620s.
2. Massachusetts - a crown colony established in 1692.
3. Rhodes island - established in 1636 AD.
4. Connecticut - established in 1636 AD.

(B) Middle Colonies
5. New York and Vermont - became crown colony in 1686 AD.
6. New Jersey - became a crown colony in 1702 AD.
7. Pennsylvania - established in 1681 AD.
8. Delaware - established in 1664 AD.

(C) Southern Colonies
9. Maryland - established in 1632 AD.

10. Vergina and Kentucky - established in 1607 AD.
11. North Carolina and Tennessee - established in 1712 AD.
12. South Carolina - established in 1712 AD.
13. Georgia - established in 1732 AD.

In Newfoundland, a chartered company known as the society of Merchant Venturers
established a permanent settlement at Cuper’s Cove from 1610. St. George’s Bermuda was
founded by Virginia Company in 1612 AD. Britain also gained control of Canada from the
French in 1761 AD. East Florida and West Florida were acquired from Spain in 1763. Island of St.
John separated from Nova Scotia in 1769 was renamed Prince Edward Island in 1798.

The English adventurer also settled in the islands of St. Kitts, Barbados, Nevi, Providentia
Island, Antigua, Barbuda, Montserrat, Bahamas, Anguilla, Jamaica, British Virginia, Cayman
island, Turks and Caicos islands, Dominica, Trinidad and Tobago, St.Vincent, Grenada and St.
Lucia.
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Most of the explorations of Americas by the European sailors were state sponsored.
Discussion about the discoveries of Columbus, John Cabot is already made. Other explorers also
made commendable effort in this regard.

Pedro Alvares Cabral reached Brazil and claimed it for Portugal.

Amerigo Vespucci, working for Portugal in voyages from 1497 to 1513 established that
Columbus had reached a new set of continents. America is the Latinised version of Amerigo.
Another Portuguese navigator was Joao Vaz Corte Real to reach Newfoundland. French
sponsored navigators were Giovanni de Verrazzano, Henry Hudson and Samuel de Champlain.
Hudson and Champlain explored the region of Canada and reestablished it as New France.

Vasco Nunez de Balboa crossed the Isthmus of Panama and led the first European expedition
to see the Pacific Ocean from the west coast of New World.

Major Issues during the Colonisation

As it is discussed the colonisation of Americas was not a cakewalk. It was hazardous from
different point of view. Basically the discoverer had little knowledge about the land and people of
Americas. In many places the climate was not suitable for the European sailors. There were
violent and ruthless tribes. Some of the tribes were also cannibals. There were also organised
indigenous empire like the Aztec empire. The European sailors had to fight with the tribes. In
some cases the indigenous people supported the Europeans against other tribals. There was high
rate of mortality due to unknown diseases. The native Americans also suffered a lot due to
diseases unknown to them. They had no immunity to the imported diseases like small pox. The
European powers also fought amongst themselves for supremacy.

The Spanish had to fight wars against the Aztec empire to capture Mexico. Previously they
had to fight against the Taino people in West Indies. The Spaniards also conquered the Inca
empire to capture Peru. In Rio de la Plata and Paraguay the Spaniards had to face the local tribals.
The Spanish had to fight the local people as well as the Muisca Confederation to set up the new
Kingdom of Granada. After conquering territories Spanish government established Viceroyality
of New Spain, Peru, New Granada and Rio-de-la Plata for their governance.

British colonisation of America was also not smooth. They had also faced the ire of the local
tribals and had to overcome them with bayonets. Besides Spanish Colonists were a powerful rival
to British aggrandisement in America. The Britishers had also to fight against French and Dutch
colonists.

In 1664 England took over the Dutch colony of New Netherland and renamed it New York.
The English also took control of New Sweden from the Dutch and renamed it as Delaware.
Thousands of Scottish people participated in English colonisation before the two countries were
united in 1707 (Act of Union - emergence of Great Britain). Britain gained complete control of
French Canada in 1761. East and West Florida were acquired from Spain in 1763 in exchange for
returning Cuba, taken from Spain two years earlier. After the American war of independence and
the Treaty of Paris in which Britishers lost the thirteen colonies, the Britisher, also continued to
acquire colonies in different parts of America.
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Before the Treaty of Paris the Britishers acquired the colonies in the West Indies. They
acquired St. Kitts in 1623. The French also acquired a portion of St. Kitts. It was in 1783 the
Treaty of Paris gave St. Kitts to Britishers. English settled in Barbados in 1625. Antigua, Barbua
Montserrat, Bahama came under the grip of the Britishers in 17th century AD.

There is a general misconception that Spanish conquest of America became easier due to
disease epidemics and their powerful caballeros.

Caballero - (Plural Caballeros) － the Spanish word for ‘Knight’ or ‘gentleman’ used
as a form of address for older gentlemen.

But in fact the Spaniards won battles in America due to the support of indigenous people.
Herman Cortes eventually conquered Mexico with the help of Tlaxcala in 1519-1521. The
conquest of the Incas by Francisco Pizzarr was carried out by same 40,000 renegades in between
1532 and 1537. However, it was estimated that in about 150 years (1492-1650 AD) the
indigenous population of the Americas plummeted by 80% from 50 million to eight million
mostly by the outbreak of old world diseases.

Besides trade settlement and colonisation another major motive of European immigration to
Americas was the search for riches. For that many European companies funded and sponsored the
naval expeditions and colonisation of America. It is said that the main purpose of the colonisation
was the extraction of gold. But finding of suitable food was the real problem. There was lack of
food security which led to high mortality rate. In course of time cultivation became the major
profession of the colonists and in Virginia they started tobacco plantation.

The main source of the tobacco plantation in Virginia and Maryland were the indentured
servants. During the 17th century the indentured servants constituted three fourth of all European
immigrants to the Chesapeake region. Most of the indentured servants were teenagers from
England with poor economic prospects at home.

In the French colonial regions, the focus of economy was on sugar plantation in Caribbean. In
Canada the fur trade with the natives was important. Europeans had immigrated to the Americas
or religious reasons. Roman Catholics were the first major religious group to immigrate to the
New World. The settlers in the Spanish, Portuguese and France were Roman Catholics. The
settlers of English and Dutch colonies included Anglicans, Dutch Calvinists, English Puritans and
other non-conformists, English Catholics, Scottish Presbyterians, French Huguenots, German and
Swedish Lutherans as well as Quakers, Mennonites, Amish, Moravian and Zews of various
nationalists. This colonists came to America searching for the right of practicing their faith
without persecution. The lure of cheap land, religious freedom seemed to be very much attractive
to these colonists.

New World - The New World is one of the names used for the majority of Earth’s
Western Hemisphere specifically the Americas (including nearby islands such as those
of Carribians and Bermuda). The term originated in the early 16th century after
Europeans made landfall in what would later be called the Americas in the age of
discovery, expanding the geographical horizon of classical geographers, who had
thought of the world as consisting of Africa, Europe and Asia collectively now referred to
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as Old World. (Afro - Eurasia). The term was coined by Florentine explorer Amerigo
Vespucci. The Americas were also referred to as the “Fourth part of the world”.

Another major issue in the process of colonisation was slavery. Slavery was practised in the
Americas before the arrival of Europeans. Native Americans captured and held other tribes
members as slaves. Many of these captives were forced to undergo human sacrifice in
Amerindian Civilisation such as the Aztecs. In the second decade of 16th Century AD the Spanish
king passed a series of laws prohibiting slavery in Spanish American colonies. This helped to
curb Indian slavery considerably. But it again increased with the coming of other European to the
new world. But due to the deaths by old world diseases the population of native salves reduced
drastically.

And in this time a new type of slavery started to substitute the indigenous slavery as well as
indentured labour (servants). Now the African blacks were brought to America abroad slave ships
and there started a lucrative slave trade. By the 18th century the overwhelming number of black
slaves was such that Amerindians slavery was found to be negligible The African Slaves were
taken to the Americas abroad slave ships. Such slaves were obtained from their African homeland
by coastal tribes who captured and sold them to European slaves merchants. From 1619 to 1700
about 21,000 slaves were imported to the thirteen colonies of America. From 1701 to 1760 the
number was 189000. From 1761 to 1770 this number was 63000. The number of black slaves
imported to thirteen colonies from 1771 - 1790 was 56,000 and in the last decade of 18th century
it was 79,000.

Thus though almost all the European powers tried their luck in the colonisation of Americas
the Spanish and English were more successful. To some extent French and Portuguese succeeded
in maintaining same position in the new world. This process of colonisation did not end with the
formation of the United States of America. Rather in the 19th century the USA joined these
European colonial power to capture colonies in North and South America or the influence the
internal politics of the American countries. In the process of this colonisation, there was a drastic
demographic transformation. The Native Indians perished beyond imagination. In course of time
the European immigrants became the majority and in the United States the native American
became a minority. The African Negro slaves also formed another big bulk of the population. In
course of time the USA became the leading power of Americas and the Monroe Doctrine
proclaimed “America for Americans”.

The Monroe Doctrine was a limited states policy of opposing European Colonisation
in the Americas beginning in 1823. It was proclaimed by American President James
Monroe.

For the benefit of the students a list of European colonies is provided herewith.

Spanish
Colonies

Cuba, New Granada, New Spain, Peru, Purrto Rico, Rio-de-la-Plata
Hispaniola

British
Colonies

Thirteen Colonies, Rupvert's land, British Columbia, British North
America, British West Indies, Belize.

Danish
Colonies

Danish West Indies, Greenland
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Dutch
Colonies

New Nether land, Essequibo, Dutch Virgin Island, Berbice, New
Walcheren, Dutch Brazil. Pomeroon, Cayenne, Demerara Suriname, St.
Eustatius.

French
Colonies

New France, French Guiana, French West Indies, St. Dominique,
Tobago, Virgin Island, France Antartique Equinoctial France.

Norwegian
Colonies

Greenland, Vinland, Dano Norwegian, West Indies, Sverdrup Island,
Erik the Red Island.

Portuguese
Colonies

Colonial Brazil, Tervado Labrador Land of the Corte Real. Portugal
Cove - St. Philips Nova Scotia, Barbados, Cisplatina, French Guiana.

Russian
Colonies

Russian America (Alaska).

Swedish
Colonies

New Sweden, St. Barthelemy Guadeloupe.

Model Questions

Questions for long answers:
1. Give an account of the physical features and climate of North America.
2. Write a note on the Indigenous people and their culture of America.
3. Examine the Spanish and English Colonisation of Americas.
4. Discuss the process of European Colonisation of America.
5. What were the major issues during the Colonisation of Americas by the Europeans.
6. Write notes on (i) Religious immigration (ii) Slavery in North America.
7. Write a note on the Pre-Columbian culture in North America.

Questions for short answers:
1. What are the physical divisions of the North American?
2. What were the Caribbean islands?
3. What is the highest mountain peak of North America? Where is it located?
4. What are the Great Lakes in North America?
5. Who are the Alaska natives?
6. Who were the Native Hawaiians?
7. Give four examples of indigenous Polynesian people.
8. Which tribals were found in the Canada - US border?
9. What were the original tribes of Caribbean island?

10. What was Adena Culture?
11. What was Coles Creek Culture?
12. Where and when the Hohokan Culture flourish?
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13. What are the three world Heritage sites belonging to Puebloan Culture?
14. What do you know about the Monks Mound of Cahokia?
15. What is the importance of Kinkaid Site?
16. What are the clans of Iroquois Culture?
17. In which culture of North America one can find a confederation type of government?
18. Who were the Norse Settlers?
19. What do you know about the ‘Crown of Castle’?
20. Who were the Conquistadores?
21. Why are Hernan Cortes and Francisco Pizarro known to history?
22. Who did found the settlement of Hispaniola and where?
23. What was Aztec Culture?
24. What was Inca Empire?
25. What was the first English Colony in North America? When was it founded?
26. By which ship and when did the Pilgrim settlers come to America?
27. Who were the Pilgrims?
28. Who were the Quakers?
29. What were the New England Colonies?
30. What were the Middle Colonies?
31. What were the Southern Colonies?
32. Who was Amerigo Vespucci?
33. Who was Vasco Nunez de Balboa?
34. Who were the Caballero?
35. Who were the Indentured servants?
36. What was Monroe Doctrine?
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