


ENGLISH IN USE
[As per the New CBCS Syllabus for 2nd Year, 3rd Semester,

All the Universities in Telangana State w.e.f. 2016-17]

Gopu. DhanRaj Dr. Anitha Raju
M.A. (English), B.Ed.,

Ex. Faculty, Department of English,
St. Mary's Centenary Degree College,

St. Francis Street,
Secunderabad - 500 003.

M.A., L&M (UK), MBA(UK), Ph.D.(Canada),
Head, Dept of English and Administrator,

Dr. Narayana Degree College of Commerce,
Shanthi Nagar, Kukat Pally,

Hyderabad - 500 072.

Mamatha Muni
M.A.(English),

Faculty, Department of English,
Indian Institute of Management & Commerce,

Khairatabad, Hyderabad - 500 004.

ISO 9001:2008 CERTIFIED



© Authors
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording and/or otherwise without the prior written permission of the
authors and the publisher.

First Edition : 2018

Published by : Mrs. Meena Pandey for Himalaya Publishing House Pvt. Ltd.,
“Ramdoot”, Dr. Bhalerao Marg, Girgaon, Mumbai - 400 004.
Phone: 022-23860170, 23863863; Fax: 022-23877178
E-mail: himpub@vsnl.com; Website: www.himpub.com

Branch Offices :

New Delhi : “Pooja Apartments”, 4-B, Murari Lal Street, Ansari Road, Darya Ganj, New
Delhi - 110 002. Phone: 011-23270392, 23278631; Fax: 011-23256286

Nagpur : Kundanlal Chandak Industrial Estate, Ghat Road, Nagpur - 440 018.
Phone: 0712-2738731, 3296733; Telefax: 0712-2721216

Bengaluru : Plot No. 91-33, 2nd Main Road, Seshadripuram, Behind Nataraja Theatre,
Bengaluru - 560 020. Phone: 080-41138821; Mobile: 09379847017, 09379847005

Hyderabad : No. 3-4-184, Lingampally, Besides Raghavendra Swamy Matham, Kachiguda,
Hyderabad - 500 027. Phone: 040-27560041, 27550139

Chennai : New No. 48/2, Old No. 28/2, Ground Floor, Sarangapani Street, T. Nagar,
Chennai - 600 012. Mobile: 09380460419

Pune : “Laksha” Apartment, First Floor, No. 527, Mehunpura,
Shaniwarpeth (Near Prabhat Theatre), Pune - 411 030.
Phone: 020-24496323, 24496333; Mobile: 09370579333

Lucknow : House No. 731, Shekhupura Colony, Near B.D. Convent School, Aliganj,
Lucknow - 226 022. Phone: 0522-4012353; Mobile: 09307501549

Ahmedabad : 114, “SHAIL”, 1st Floor, Opp. Madhu Sudan House, C.G. Road, Navrang Pura,
Ahmedabad - 380 009. Phone: 079-26560126; Mobile: 09377088847

Ernakulam : 39/176 (New No. 60/251), 1st Floor, Karikkamuri Road, Ernakulam,
Kochi - 682 011. Phone: 0484-2378012, 2378016; Mobile: 09387122121

Bhubaneswar : Plot No. 214/1342, Budheswari Colony, Behind Durga Mandap,
Bhubaneswar - 751 006. Phone: 0674-2575129; Mobile: 09338746007

Kolkata : 108/4, Beliaghata Main Road, Near ID Hospital, Opp. SBI Bank,
Kolkata - 700 010. Phone: 033-32449649; Mobile: 07439040301

DTP by : Sunanda/Sneha

Printed at : M/s. Aditya Offset Process (I) Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad. On behalf of HPH.



Preface

The academic reforms recommended by the UGC in the recent past have led
to overall improvement in the higher education system. The Choice Based Credit
System provides a ‘cafeteria’ approach in which students can pick courses of
their choice, learn at their own pace, take up additional courses and acquire more
than the required credits. The new system helps students develop critical thinking
as well as analytical ability, and makes them job-ready.
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to hone language skills. It is hoped that the book will assist students in the
curricular goal of self-learning.
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Unit I

Poem, Short Story, Vocabulary
and Grammar

1. Poem: Charlotte Brontë “Life”

2. Short Story: Rabindranath Tagore “A Wrong Man in Workers’ Paradise”

3. Vocabulary: Synonyms and Antonyms
4. Grammar: Prepositions (including Prepositional Phrases)

1. Poem: Charlotte Brontë “Life”
About the Poet

Charlotte Brontë (1816-1855) was a 19th century English writer whose novel Jane Eyre
(1847) is considered a classic of Western literature. She was the eldest of the three Brontë sisters
(Charlotte, Emily and Anne) who survived into adulthood and went on to publish novels.
Charlotte Brontë, like many women writers of her time, originally published her poems and
novels (including Jane Eyre) under a male pseudonym (pen name) — Currer Bell.

The poem urges us to have a positive attitude and never to be disheartened by the temporary
setbacks. It encourages us to look beyond the immediate disappointments and appreciate the
pleasures that life offers us. She asserts that in the battle between hope and despairs, although
despair many seem more powerful initially, it is hope that will eventually win the battle.

Poetic Devices
The theme of this poem explores the actual essence of life along with the ups and downs of

life that are needed to balance it. All through the poem, the poet eloquently articulates the two
facets of life, i.e., joy vs. sorrow, hope vs. despair or courage vs. fear, but all along holds a very
optimistic view.

The rhyme scheme of the poem is AB AB, which gives this poem a well-structured flow.
The poem is so well crafted and has the perfect symmetry of four stanzas of eight, four, eight
and four lines. The themes of each stanza then neatly fit into the weather metaphors for life.

The tone of the poem is very positive, optimistic and hopeful. Although, it reflects on the
negativities, it leaves a blaming effect on the reader inducing a sense of hope in the future.
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Imagery
The morning rain, clouds of gloom, the showers that makes the roses bloom, sunny hours

and the elastic springs are some of the references that create vivid imageries of the weather
conditions and their close resemblance to different stages of life. While other imageries such as
death stepping in stealthily, hope flying with her golden wings are remarkable attempts to
personify death and hope.

Summary
The poem “Life” by Charlotte Brontë begins with these wonderful lines, ‘LIFE, believe, is

not a dream/So dark as sages say’. Her use of the morning rain or the cloud metaphor that soon
dissipates, leaving flowers blooming in its wake or foretelling a pleasant day is so refreshing.

In the first stanza, the poet states that life is for real and it isn’t a dream. She boldly refutes
and denies the claim of sages (experienced folks) and states that they are incorrect in calling life a
“dark dream”. The reference here is to the many negative people around us who hold pessimistic
views about life, people, situations, etc. and are, in general, distrustful of all things around. The
poet, on the contrary, feels that every distress in our life is the bearer of happy moments just
waiting to happen.

The poet unequivocally reiterates the need for optimistic attitude in our lives and urges to
overcome our grief and disappointments just like the “gloomy clouds” that give way to “blooming
flowers” one day and the morning rain prophesizing a “pleasant day” some other day. The poet
opines that miseries and woes in our lives are only temporal or ephemeral (short-lived) like the
“transient clouds” and the spell of good things (like the “pleasant day and blooming flowers”)
invariably follow them.

Just like a day that can dampen a mood with a little morning rain but soon after enliven
(cheer) the same mood by bringing about a pleasant day, life too throws multiple challenges and
hurdles at us and sometimes weakens our spirit for the moment, but once conquered, they
embolden and empower us to face life’s even more greater troubles with frenzied spirit. The
miserable days of our lives are compared to the “Gloomy clouds” that are only momentary and
will pass by.

Like the clouds that are far from us and yet we are troubled by their presence pointlessly and
even let it impact our mood sometimes, the poet is perhaps hinting at the problems of life as being
superficial (on the surface or shallow), but a man predictably falls prey to it. She reminds us that
everything in life is a passé (fade), so let us not crib or cringe about the misfortunes but rather
count our blessings.

So, the poet urges us to enjoy the “sunny hours” as they permeate mirth (joy) into our lives.
Let us soak in the happy moments merrily, cheerily and gratefully, for they are also transient
(short-lived) just like the grieving moments. There is an exhortation to believe in the good things
that are bound to come into our life whether one expects it or not.
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The poet builds on the idea of triumph of happy times over sad times, when towards the third
stanza, she mentions the inevitable anguish of mankind, i.e., death which takes everything away
from us including our loved ones. In such moments of greatest adversity like the death of a loved
one, the grief is enough to shake our confidence and weaken our faith in good things, but the poet
reassures us and encourages us to stay hopeful for it is the only weapon that we can wield to
conquer the misfortunes.

There are times when humans must deal with the ultimate reality of life called “Death”.
Spring as we know is the season of rebirth. Brontë adds that “Hope again elastic springs.” This
means that hope is elastic; it can bend but will not break. Hope will spring us back into action,
just as the spring season makes a comeback after a cold winter. Hope is then personified as a bird
that can with its strong and golden wings lead us out of our present miseries and keep us afloat.
Hope is compared to the season of “Spring” that is known to revive and renew everything in
nature. Therefore, “Hope” is an attribute that is needed in everyone to keep them alive and
cheerful.

Adverbs, such as manfully and fearlessly, are few of the masculine attributes which are
needed to successfully handle the trials and tribulations of life. The poet reinforces that it is the
strength to fight all odds, i.e., “courage” that can completely destroy the despairs of our life and
bring us out of those dreadful situations gloriously and victoriously.

In this poem, Brontë uses rain to serve as a metaphor for gloom, despair and even death. The
rain becomes a vehicle for describing gloomy weather. Brontë uses this vehicle to refer to human
sorrow. The upside is that just as sun and life follow the rainfall, hope may also “spring” back
after human sorrow. In this way, the rain (or its referent sorrow) is not something to dread. It is
simply part of the ebb and flow of life and emotion: rain/sun, sorrow/hope.

Some other statements that can closely justify the theme of the poem are “Every cloud has a
silver lining,” “Gold shines best when put in heart,” “Rainbow that follows the rain,” “Night that
gives into day” and “Finding Light at the end of every tunnel”.

Enjoy every moment in life. Life is about balance and composure. Enjoy everything by
taking it in your stride. Everything is transient in life. Even if you are stuck in a difficult situation,
remember that it shall not last forever and good times are not so far away. The poet shows us the
unpretentious way of seeing life—the poem is both hopeful and reassuring. It displays a pleasant
youthful innocence, and it reminds those who have lost everything in life that they should not be
cynical but rather be optimistic and hopeful.

Glossary
1. Foretell: Prediction or a future event.
2. Sway: Influence or control a person.
3. Flit: An act of moving house or leaving one’s home, typically secretly so as to escape.
4. Gloriously: In a way that is worthy of fame or admiration.
5. Lament: A passionate expression of grief or sorrow.
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6. Quell: To forcefully end.
7. Transient: A person who is staying or working in a place for a short time only.
8. Unconquered: Something not conquered.

Comprehension I
1. The poet says that sages describe life as dark and gloomy. Does she agree with them?

Ans. No, the poet does not agree with them.
2. “O why lament its fall?” Whose fall is the poet referring to? Why does she ask us not to

lament its fall?
Ans. The poet refers to the fall of “the shower”, it is rain. When it rains, the flowers bloom. So, she

ask us not to be gloomy or sad when the rain falls.
3. What do life’s “sunny hours” refer to, and according to the poet, how should we respond to

them?
Ans. According to the poet, “Sunny hours” refer to happy days in one’s life. We should enjoy the

happy days by being grateful to them. Normally, when we are happy, the days pass quickly.
Life 34. According to the poet, why should we not lose hope?

Ans. We should not lose hope because hope springs eternal. It is very flexible. And hope is life.
5. What seems to win initially and over what?

Ans. The poet asserts that in the battle between hope and despair, though despair seems more
powerful initially, it is hope that will win eventually.

6. What is described as “unconquered” and over what?
Ans. Hope is the only thing against all despair and always makes us hopeful and makes us float

happily and is strong to bear us manly and courageously. Hope is described as “unconquered”.
7. Throughout the poem, the poet uses images of nature—flowers, rain, birds and so on.

Identify all the words and images associated with nature.
Ans. The other images the poet used which are associated with nature are mountains, valleys, forests,

rivers, waterfalls, animals, etc.

Comprehension II
1. Examine the poet’s view of life and how it differs from conventional wisdom.

Ans. The poet wants us to pay attention to the realities of life and reminds us that we have to face
moments of joy as well as sorrow, hope as well as despair in life. Her view of life differs from
conventional wisdom. Unlike conventional wisdom, which preaches us fatalism, the poet appeals
to us to have positive attitude and not to be disheartened by temporary problems.

2. Explain the attitude to life that the poet is recommending.
Ans. The poet is recommending a positive attitude to life. She encourages us to look beyond the

immediate disappointment and enjoy the pleasures life has to offer.
3. Discuss the language and tone of the poem.

Ans. The language of the poem, “Life” is very positive and reassuring. The tone of the poem is
assertive and persuasive. When we are in gloom and then get a chance of reading this poem, we
are sure to overcome our gloom because every word is brimming with hope and optimism.
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4. Describe the imagery and its effectiveness in the poem.
Ans. The poet uses very effective and powerful imagery. First, “rain” is used to serve as a metaphor

for gloom, despair and even death. She says life is a “dream” but not so dark as sages proclaim
and live. She compares the problems as “clouds of gloom”. Subtly meaning, “temporariness”
because “clouds” cannot remain forever. They have to dissipate. Likewise, our problems also
fade away. She further says that “roses bloom” after the rain. In the last stanza, she compares
hope to “buoyant golden wings”. The imagery is very effective in bringing out her main theme
that when the problems come, the good days are bound to follow.

5. Bring out the main argument of the poem and judge whether it is convincing.
Ans. The main argument of the poem is that we should enjoy every moment in life. We should dwell

not only on positive things but also on not-so-happy days. Life is about how to balance both.
Everything in life is transient. Even if we are struck in a difficult situation, we should remember
that it shall not last forever and happy times are not so far away.
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2. Short Story: Rabindranath Tagore
“A Wrong Man in Workers’ Paradise”

About the Poet
Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) was a Bengali poet, philosopher, artist, playwright,

composer and novelist. India’s first Nobel laureate, Tagore won the 1913 Nobel Prize for
Literature for his seminal work “Gitanjali”. He composed the text of both India’s and
Bangladesh’s respective national anthems. His body of literature is deeply sympathetic for the
poor and upholds universal humanistic values. As a visionary educationist, he founded the
experimental school and named it “Shantiniketan” and was given the honorific “Gurudev” by
Mahatma Gandhi. While for the western world, Tagore was the voice of India’s spiritual heritage.
For India, he was a great living institution.

Summary
The author begins the story by describing the protagonist as a man who never believed in

mere utility. He had no useful work and so he indulged in mad whims and impulses. He painted
and made little pieces of sculptures, men, women and castles and ended up wasting his time on all
useless and needless things. Thus, people laughed and jeered at him. He spent his life on earth in
doing useless work.

But fate and destiny (“moving finger”) had inadvertently penned his permanent abode as
paradise after death on this earth. Just like students who hardly study end up passing the exam, so
this man ends up in paradise having done nothing useful and productive in life. The gates of
heaven opened wide for him and he was sent to the “Workers’ Paradise”. But the newcomer did
not fit in well with the atmosphere in Workers’ Paradise. He lounged in the streets absent-
mindedly and was jostled by the hurrying men, who were happy to be busy. He lay in the green
meadows or close to the fast flowing stream. A girl went hustling-bustling every day to a silent
torrent (silent since in the Workers’ Paradise even a torrent wouldn't waste its energy singing) to
fill her pitchers. Her movements were like the rapid movements of a skilled hand on the strings of
a guitar. She seemed to be in a tearing hurry all the time to finish her undone tasks. The girl of the
silent torrent felt that to be idle was sin and one had to be busy all the time doing some work.

The girl on watching the relaxed man doing nothing useful and wasting his precious time
feels pity for him and asks him about his work. He informs that he has not a moment to spare for
work while the girl surprisingly has not a moment to spare on account of work. The girl, who
never understood what he said, was quick enough to say that she would be happy to spare some
work for him if he would like to which he happily responds saying that he had been waiting there
only to take some work from her. On asking about his choice of work, he requests for one of her
pitchers that she can spare for him. She wanted to know if the purpose was to draw water from
torrent or for some other purpose and is annoyingly baffled by his response, when he says that he
would like to draw pictures on her pitcher. She departs by saying that she has no time to waste on
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such futile things. The girl was very firm in her decision of not yielding to the man’s request to
give her pitcher to him. But the man persists and prevails over the busy person and she finally
gives in. The girl stares in amazement at the colourful pictures on the pitcher when he hands it
over to her and asks the purpose of those colourful lines. The man laughs and says that a picture
never has any meaning and it never serves any purpose. In the confines of her home, away from
the prying eyes of others, she scans the painting from all angles and is awe-struck with its beauty
although it had no purpose or meaning. She was fascinated with the man’s skill in painting and
saw newer possibilities open-up before her.

From that day on, the hastening girl never hurried anymore as she started having thoughts
that had no meaning or no purpose. She was attracted by art and was trying to rearrange priorities.
The meaningless was slowly becoming meaningful. The man asks for some more work the next
time and this time he agrees to weave a coloured ribbon for her hair without any purpose. When
the wrong man offered to make ribbons for her, the girl was eager to know why he would make
a ribbon for her hair. But once he offered the coloured ribbons, she started spending a lot of time
tying the ribbon around her hair and a new joy had awakened in her mind. Much of her usual
work remained unfinished. Work in paradise began to suffer as many people who had been active
before were now indulging in useless things such as painting sculptures and wasting their
precious time. The anxious elders called for a meeting as this never-before phenomenon was
turning the people into idlers. It is then, that the aerial messengers appears and confesses
regarding the mistake made by bringing the wrong man in the worker’s paradise. The idler-man is
summoned and asked to quickly depart from the place to his utmost relief. The girl immediately
agrees to accompany the wrong man to which the elders gasp in surprise as never before a thing
such as this had taken place – a thing that had no meaning and no purpose at all.

The line “the man never believed in mere utility” means that the man never believed that he
should do anything just because it is useful and productive. He was of the opinion that it is not
necessary that something should be done only if it is valued and useful. The girl, who only knew
and believed in mere work and utility, became a completely transformed person under the
influence of the man who was an artist. She was ready to leave her work and place just to follow
the man, who had such an influence on her. At the end of the story, there is a complete change in
the girl’s attitude to life. The credit should go to the idler, who as an artist was committed to his
craft. He loved the talent he possessed more than anything else. Even after coming to a place,
where everyone was working and no one had any liking for his art, he did not give up. Sometimes,
though we have many capabilities, we fail to recognize and nurture it. But in this case, the man
succeeded in not only recognizing it from within but was also successful in having it impact the
girl of the silent torrent first and everyone else later. Many a times, there are no takers for our
talents. But in this story, although the girl did not show any interest in the artistic values of the
man, slowly she becomes open-minded and realizes that the art has some meaning and purpose
and accepts it wholeheartedly.

Initially, before the artist had his impact on the men in worker’s paradise, the attitudes of the
men and the artist towards duty were diagonally opposed to each other. The men believed that
one had to do some work which is useful and not waste time on other activities, but the wrong
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man, who was an artist continually engages in his so-called “purposeless and futile’ work which
was quite different from the work of the men. According to him, any work which gives joy to our
mind and makes this world appear beautiful is quite significant.

There are two worlds in the story: the world of the idler – artist and the world of the
hustlers – people in paradise. Both the worlds are equally important. The world of the idler –
artist is important because it makes our mind happy. It is the world, where all of us forget our
sorrows and take delight in the activities of our life. That world of the aesthetic makes our life
colourful, though it appears like having no meaning or purpose at all superficially. Similarly, the
world of the inhabitants of the workers’ paradise is also equally significant. This is the world,
which helps us to survive. The physical work, undertaken in this world, can only feed our mouths,
if not we will be starved to death. In this way, both these worlds are complimentary to each
other – one takes care of the mind and the other our body.

Comprehension I
1. What sort of things did the man do on earth?

Ans. The man made little pieces of sculptures and strange earthen things (pots) dotted over with sea
shells.

2. What was the ‘mistake’ of the aerial messenger?
Ans. The ‘mistake’ of the aerial messenger was that he found a place for this wrong man in Workers’

Paradise (Heaven).
3. How do people in Workers’ Paradise spend their time?

Ans. The people in Workers’ Paradise spend their time in a busy manner. They do not like to be idle.
They are happy to work busily.

4. Why did the man not fit in with the others in Workers’ Paradise?
Ans. The man passed all his life on the planet earth. Without any work, he did not fit in with others in

Workers’ Paradise.
5. How is the girl described?

Ans. The girl is described as active, moving quickly like the rapid movement of a skilled hand on the
strings of a guitar. Her hair is carelessly done, a few wisps of hair falling on her forehead as if
trying to reach her eyes.

6. What was the girl’s initial impression of the man?
Ans. The girl’s initial impression of the man was that she was filled with pity. By seeing him not

doing anything, he did not have any work to do.
7. What did the girl do after taking home the painted pitcher?

Ans. After taking home the painted pitcher, the girl held it in the light and examined the painting from
all angles, making sure that no one was observing her. Even at night, she examined the pitcher
again, in silence under the light of the lamp.

8. What is the effect of the man’s creations on the girl and others in Workers’ Paradise?
Ans. The busy girl of Workers’ Paradise started spending a long time every day in trying the coloured

ribbon made by the man. She wasted such a lot of time in trying the ribbon that time passed
unnoticed. Much work was left unfinished. Gradually, the work of others also started suffering.
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Many persons, who were active, now became idle, wasting their precious time on unnecessary
things such as painting and sculpture.

9. What was the decision taken by the elders? Were they justified?
Ans. The elders decided to send away the man from the Workers’ Paradise, saying that he was not the

right sort for Workers’ Paradise. They justified themselves by concluding that “this” was not the
place for the likes of the man.

10. What was the man’s reaction to the elders’ decision?
Ans. The man felt greatly relieved at the elders’ decision of sending him away at once from Workers’

Paradise.

Comprehension II
1. The man indulged in “mad” whims and “wasted” his time painting. From whose point of

view are these terms used? What is the author’s attitude towards the man and his
reoccupations?

Ans. The terms “mad” whims and “wasted” his time in painting are used from the point of view of
people who think that any work should have “utility” or “usefulness”. The author indirectly likes
the man for his doing something for his pleasure.

2. Explain the gradual changes that come in the girl’s attitude towards the man.
Ans. Initially, the girl was reluctant and annoyed when the man asked her to give him her pitcher for

drawing pictures on it. But when the man asked her everyday persistently, she had to yield and
give it. For the first time, the girl started showing interest in something that had no meaning and
no purpose at all. Subsequently, she agreed to the man’s request to weave a coloured ribbon for
her hair. The busy girl slowly started admiring and enjoying something which has no purpose but
sheer pleasure.

3. Describe the author’s view of the “scheme of things” in Workers’ Paradise.
Ans. The author does not like the “scheme of things”. The routine work done by the people (everyday)

of the Workers’ Paradise is like a drudgery. The author seems to suggest that life becomes
boring, dull and monotony, if there is only work and no recreation. Indirectly, the author takes
the side of “the man”.

4. The man says, “A picture may have no meaning and may serve no purpose”. Explain the
sentence in the context of the central idea of the story.

Ans. The man seems to say that the picture may not have “usefulness”, but it had “aesthetic value”. It
gives happiness to our senses and arouse emotions. The central idea of the lesson is “Art for
Art’s sake”. It means that art need not have to teach values, give instructions or take sides.
A poem or a novel can be enjoyed and appreciated even if does not carry any message.

5. The author presents the man as an idler and calls the other place “paradise”. Are we
supposed to take his words literally or does he mean something different? Irony is a way of
using words and tone to mean something quite opposite to what is actually being said.
Discuss the author’s use of irony in the story.

Ans. The author presents the man as an idler and calls the other place “Paradise” in an ironic manner.
Tagore is of the opinion that human beings need to have some recreation. After working for
some time in this simple and humorous narrative, he very subtly attacks the people in the
“Workers’ Paradise” whose obsession is “work” and “work”. Broadly, Tagore also attacks those
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writers and poets who think that art should have a purpose, thereby trying to convey the idea that
art is valuable as art and the only objective of art is the pursuit of pure beauty and pleasure.

Fill in the blanks with the antonyms of the words underlined:
1. The people utilize every minute of their life whereas the man_____________ his time. (wastes)
2. The busy farmers laughed at the ________artist. (lazy)
3. Some students always work hard but many __________do so. (seldom)
4. Every individual must have confidence in his abilities. However, ____________, we notice in

many individuals. (timidity)
5. The workers thought that the artist was worthless whereas the girl-of-the-silent torrent

considered him _____________. (valuable)
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3. Vocabulary: Synonyms and Antonyms

Interrelationships of Words
When you are learning words, there cannot be any help but can be spots where things get

a little murky.
English vocabulary is especially full of pitfalls since the language is so vast. English has

several words that share one meaning or nuances of one meaning. Then there are tiny words like
‘set’ and ‘get’ that have so many meanings that their definitions take up multiple dictionary pages.

Then, just to make it more daunting, the English language has over a million words. As far as
word banks is concerned, English is massive. But do not let the enormousness of the language
turn you off. Antonyms and synonyms can be used to learn new words and add a great deal to
your diction and the way you talk about language in particular. Knowing what words are similar
or opposites helps people to understand the same when it comes to ideas. Ideas are impossible
without words, and words are impossible without ideas. The more you think about the
interrelationships of one, the better you are able to think about the interrelationships of the other.

Antonyms
Antonyms are words that mean the opposite of other words. The antonym of big is small, for

example. Pretty easy, right? Well, slow down there, there is something to be learned in this.
English lets its speakers make their own antonyms just by adding a prefix. The ability to

make up one’s own words and have them become real words is something truly lovable about
English. ‘mis-’, ‘dis-’, ‘dys-’, ‘mal-’, ‘in-’ and ‘un-’ are all prefixes one can affix to words to
create antonyms.

Examples:
1. Official becomes unofficial.
2. Flexible becomes inflexible.
3. Adroit becomes maladroit.
4. Functional becomes dysfunctional.
5. Peptic becomes dyspeptic.
6. Philanthropist becomes misanthropist.
[Careful: Changing prefixes does not always work, like flammable and inflammable, pretty

much mean the same thing. They are synonyms but usually prefix juggling works like water on
fire.]

Synonyms
Synonyms are words that share meanings with other words. There are many reasons why

synonyms are great.
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The following are the three reasons:

1. They make it possible for writers to create a mood with the nuances of their
vocabularies. Walk is different than saunter and drink is different than guzzle. The
differences are in the mind, and when a writer is trying to paint a picture in a reader’s
mind, those differences can make or break a writer’s prose.

2. They give writers more rhythmic tools. Absquatulate means the same thing as abscond,
but they are rhythmically very different. Every serious writer thinks about the rhythm of
what he or she produces. Synonyms give writers more control over that rhythm.

3. They sound fancy. A little of this goes a long way, like utilize for use, but sometimes
knowing a better-sounding word makes you sound intelligent. If you do not use fancy
synonyms, you should at least be able to know when someone else is. Certain people
use argot that is not immediately understandable, but if a lot of synonyms, never be lost.
Plus, if someone fails to comprehend own jargon, use a synonym they know to get the
point across. In writing, work on tone by saying discharging a firearm instead of firing
a gun or disenfranchised youths.

Exercise I
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word.
Example: She looked pretty in the fancy dress. (pretty/delightful)

1. The china cups were brightly coloured and dainty. (dainty/bonny)
2. Disappointment was writ large on his handsome face. (beautiful/handsome)
3. The design on the hand-woven shawl was exquisite. (exquisite/ravishing)
4. The celebrations were followed by a spectacular firework. (spectacular/delectable)
5. The sunrise at Kanyakumari is gorgeous. (beguiling/gorgeous)
6. The peacock is a very showy bird with resplendent plumage. (resplendent/comely)
7. Each feather of the peacock is tipped with an iridescent eyespot. (iridescent/alluring)
8. The handmade chocolates were delectable. (delectable/dazzling)
9. The village by the sea offers alluring shops and restaurants. (alluring/admirable)

10. Benares presents a picturesque maze of narrow streets. (statuesque/picturesque)

Extra Exercises
1. The young girls are looking blithe and bonny in the crisp cottons.
2. The table was decorated with rare and beautiful flowers.
3. A few ravishing weeks of perfect happiness passed.
4. Each woman got one delectable puff.
5. It’s beautiful beguiling music, compelling and frightening beyond belief.
6. A nervous, comely-dressed girl stepped out.
7. The opening forest scene was an endless world of high trees, alluring and mysterious.
8. The curtain fell away to reveal a dazzling sunshine.
9. She was a tall and statuesque woman.
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Exercise II
From the words given below, choose the most appropriate synonyms for the words in
italics.

[vacant, weak, awful, historic, complete, polite, baffling, secure, loyal, annoyed]
1. Dog is a faithful animal. loyal
2. The man was old and looked frail. weak
3. Being courteous costs you nothing. polite
4. The huge mansion looked empty. vacant
5. The police ensured that the street was safe. secure
6. He was bothered by loud music. annoyed
7. The juggler’s tricks were confusing. baffling
8. The city was hit by a terrible storm. awful
9. A huge crowd had gathered on the momentous occasion. historic

10. This is not an exhaustive list of synonyms. complete

Exercise III
In each of the following sentences, identify two words that have similar meaning.

Example: The unhappy ending of the story made us all sad.
1. If I do my normal work, I will get my regular salary.
2. You throw the ball to the dog and it will toss it back to you.
3. You will find you way if you stay on the right path.
4. The stuntman leaped into the air and jumped over the fire.
5. If you listen carefully, you can hear the bird’s song.
6. The gloomy day was marked by dark clouds.
7. His hourly wages are much higher than my monthly salary.
8. The car’s engine was noisy and the horn was loud.
9. The gang of robbers disappeared into the crowd.

10. Tread cautiously when you walk in the garden.

Antonyms
Exercise I
From the words given below, choose the most appropriate antonyms for the words in
italics.
[praised, welcomed, explicit, early, secure, biased, wonderful, notorious, rough, handy]

1. The fabric was very smooth. rough
2. The dessert was awful. wonderful
3. Monsoon arrived late this year. early
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4. The umpire’s decision was fair. biased
5. His inaction shows his tacit support. explicit
6. When the government changed, his position became precarious. secure
7. The teacher berated the students for their performance. praised
8. The map is very inconvenient. handy
9. Big cities are becoming famous for their pollution. notorious

10. The leader expelled the new entrants. welcomed

Exercise II
From the words given below, choose the most appropriate antonyms for the words in
italics.
[stale, diligent, triumphs, oblivion, retreats, vain, abolished, conceal, synthetic, exotic]

1. While more schools should be established, child labour should be abolished.
2. When the army advances, the enemy retreats.
3. Only fools are vain; wise people remain modest.
4. Natural dyes are eco-friendly, synthetic ones are harmful.
5. Sometimes, the lazy ones prosper and the diligent ones suffer.
6. The survival rate of indigenous plants is better than that of exotic ones.
7. Many former heroes now live in oblivion, for public memory is short.
8. Statistics are often used not to reveal but to conceal the truth.
9. Although marketed as fresh, the vegetables were pretty stale.

10. Neither defeats nor triumphs should affect us.
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4. Grammar: Prepositions
(including Prepositional Phrases)

A preposition is a word or set of words that indicates location (in, near, beside, on top of) or
some other relationship between a noun or pronoun and other parts of the sentence (about, after,
besides, instead of, in accordance with).

A preposition is not a preposition unless it goes with a related noun or pronoun, called the
object of the preposition.

Examples:
Let’s meet before noon.
‘Before’ is a preposition; ‘noon’ is its object.
We’ve never met before.
There is no object; ‘before’ is an adverb modifying met.

Prepositions
A preposition is a word (often a short word) that expresses the relationship between two

other nearby words. In the examples below, each preposition (highlighted) shows us the
relationship between the word ‘book’ and the word ‘wizard’.

1. The book about the wizard.
2. The book by the wizard.
3. The book near the wizard.
4. The book behind the wizard.
5. The book under the wizard.

The Role of a Preposition
A preposition precedes a noun (or a pronoun) to show the noun’s (or the pronoun’s)

relationship to another word in the sentence. In the above examples, the preposition preceded the
noun wizard to show that noun’s relationship with the noun book.

Here are some more examples:

1. It is a bus for travelling.
(The preposition ‘for’ shows the relationship between bus and travelling.)

2. The eagle soared above the clouds.
(The preposition ‘above’ shows the relationship between clouds and soared.)

3. He is the President of the United States.
(The preposition ‘of’ shows the relationship between the United States and President.)
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List of Common Prepositions
above about across against along among around
at before behind below beneath beside between
beyond by down during except for from
in inside into like near of off
on since to toward though under until
up upon with within

Prepositions and ‘Ask’
Use ‘ask’ together with ‘for’ to ask somebody to give something.
Use ‘ask’ without ‘for’ to ask somebody to say something.
Correct: He asked for a coffee. (He wanted a coffee.)
Incorrect: He asked a coffee. (‘Coffee’ is not a person.)

Prepositions and ‘Prevent’
Prevent cannot be followed by ‘to’. It should be followed by ‘from’ and a verb ‘-ing’ form.
Correct: He was prevented from coming.
Correct: The loud noise prevented me from sleeping.
Incorrect: He was prevented to come.

Prepositions and ‘Meet’
Meet normally means ‘come face to face with somebody or something’. If it is used in this

way, it cannot be used with the preposition ‘with’.
Incorrect: I met with your friend.
Correct: I met your friend.
Meet with – meaning ‘to experience’.
Incorrect: He met misfortune.
Correct: He met with misfortune.

Prepositions and ‘Insist’
Insist cannot be followed by ‘to’. It is followed by ‘on + -ing’ form.
Incorrect: She insisted to pay.
Correct: She insisted on paying.

Prepositions and ‘Go’
Go is often used with a verb ‘-ing’ form when we are talking about sporting and leisure

activities.
No preposition is used in this structure.
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Incorrect: Let’s go for riding.
Correct: Let’s go riding.
The structure ‘go for a/come for a’ is used in a number of fixed expressions referring to

sporting and leisure activities.
Incorrect: We went a walk.
Correct: We went for a walk.

Prepositions and Time
To talk about time starting from a specified time in the past and continuing until the present,

we use ‘since’.
Examples: since last year, since Friday, since morning, etc.
To talk about a period of time, in particular when we are describing the duration of a period

of time, we use ‘for’.
Examples: for two hours, for two months, etc.
Incorrect: This is the first time I have seen a movie since a long time.
Correct: I haven’t seen a movie for a long time.
Correct: I haven’t seen a movie in a long time. (American English)
Incorrect: I am ill since two weeks.
Correct: I have been ill for two weeks.
Correct: I have been ill since January.
Incorrect: It was the worst storm since ten years.
Correct: It was the worst storm in ten years.
Correct: It was the worst storm for ten years.
(In American English, ‘In’ can be used to talk about duration after negatives and superlative

adjectives.)

Prepositions and the Comparative Adjectives ‘inferior’, ‘Superior’, ‘Senior’ and ‘Junior’
The comparative adjectives inferior, superior, senior, junior, anterior and posterior are

followed by ‘to’ instead of ‘than’.
Incorrect: Our Company’s performance is inferior than theirs.
Correct: Our Company’s performance is inferior to theirs.
Incorrect: He is senior than me.
Correct: He is senior to me.
Incorrect: He is superior than you in strength.
Correct: He is superior to you in strength.
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Prepositions and Movement
The prepositions ‘at’, ‘on’ and ‘in’ are used for position; the preposition ‘to’ is used for

movement or direction.
No preposition is used with verbs of movement and the noun ‘home’.
Incorrect: Send this letter on my new address.
Correct: Send this letter to my new address.
Incorrect: He goes in the school.
Correct: He goes to the school.
Incorrect: He goes on his work.
Correct: He goes to his work.
Incorrect: I am going to home.
Correct: I am going home.

1. The object of a preposition in the objective case is misused.
A writer might forget this rule. No one thinks of saying, “Give this to he.” It is easy to see

that the preposition affects the pronoun “HE”. [We cannot say “Give this to he’, we should say
“Give this to him”

[Here “he” is misused.]
Wrong: Who should I give this to?
Right: Whom should I give this to?
Wrong: He gave candy to Mary and I.
Right: He gave candy to Mary and me.
In the first sentence, the preposition and the pronoun are separated by four intervening words,

in the second by two words — enough to cause error through carelessness.

2. The wrong preposition is used.

IN, INTO
We have a different meaning between He fell in the water and He fell into the water.
We must be out of the water first before we can fall into it; we may fall in the water while

wading through the water.
Strictly speaking, Come in the house means “Put the house around you and come.”
Come into the house is what a mother would say to her son as she calls from the window. Yet

she may say Come in, now.

BETWEEN, AMONG
We divide fruit between David and Tom [Talks about two people]. We distribute fruit among

David, Tom, Lou and the rest [Talks about more than two people]
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Example: It is incorrect to say of a fence that “We painted the pickets between each post.”
We should say “We painted the pickets between the posts.”

BESIDE, BESIDES
Examples: At church, Brian sits beside his wife.
There may be others besides these two in the family pew.
Beside means next to; either beside or besides means in addition to.

OFF, OF, FROM
The careful writer will not say I got this off Jenny. He will say, I got this of Jenny or I got this

from Jenny.

FROM, THAN
After the word different, use the word from.
Wrong usage: One tree is different than another.
Right usage: One tree is different from another.

3. Prepositions are used needlessly.
Wrong usage: I don’t remember of seeing it.
Right usage: I don’t remember seeing it.

4. Prepositional phrases are sometimes carelessly placed.
This sentence occurs in a student’s essay.
Wrong usage: Where are you living at? Where are you going to?
Right usage: Where are you living? Where are you going?
Examples: Lincoln wrote his speech while riding to Gettysburg on a scrap of brown paper.

Mr. Roosevelt was shot in the middle of his campaign.
The sentences read better if we properly connect them:
Lincoln wrote his speech on a scrap of brown paper, while riding to Gettysburg. In the

middle of his campaign, Mr. Roosevelt was shot.

5. Sometimes we have problems with the spellings of across, until and till.
Across – Take a long look at these simple words. Notice that “across” has one c but not two

c’s. Spell this word and write it fifty times. Be sure that you never misspell it again.
Until and Till – If we notice the difference between till and until. The two words mean the

same, but till and the last syllable of until are not spelled alike.

Exercise I
Fill in the blanks with appropriate prepositions.

1. The principal presided over the meeting.
2. His report dealt with the academic activities of the college.
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3. The principal thanked the students for their cooperation.
4. The chief guest congratulated the students on their performance.
5. He said that the secret of/to success lies in hard work.
6. He advised the staff not to quarrel amongst themselves.
7. It would be wrong, he said, to complain against each other.
8. He pointed out that students depend upon them.
9. He warned that he would not put up with any indiscipline.

10. After a brief speech, the chief guest gave away the prizes.

Exercise II
Correct the common errors in the use of prepositions in the following sentences.

1. He picked up a fight with me. 1. He picked a fight with me.
2. I ordered for a coffee. 2. I ordered a coffee.
3. He replied me in the negative. 3. He replied to me in the negative.
4. He is unable to move from bed. 4. He is unable to move out of bed.
5. They were talking something. 5. They were talking about something.
6. This paper is inferior than that. 6. This paper is inferior to that.
7. Everyone should pray god. 7. Everyone should pray to god.
8. He will be cured from his fever. 8. He will be cured of his fever.
9. Write the answers with ink. 9. Write the answers in ink.

10. This is a comfortable house to live. 10. This is a comfortable house to live in.
11. This building is built by bricks. 11. This building is built of/with bricks.
12. I shall inform them this. 12. I shall inform them about this.

Exercise III
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate prepositional phrases given below.
[in case of, instead of, in addition to, on behalf of, in any way, out of, in spite of, according to, in
favour of, on the whole]

1. I gave a presentation on behalf of all my classmates.
2. On the whole, it was a pretty good film.
3. He withdrew his application in favour his rival.
4. In spite of the heat, we all worked during summer.
5. In case of a fire, exit from the rear window.
6. Can I help you in anyway?
7. I would rather have water instead of a soft drink.
8. We all have to work according to government rules.
9. He opened the attachment out of curiosity.

10. In addition to the crew, there were 60 passengers on the flight.
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