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An Illustrious Life

Madan Mohan Malaviya (1861-1946) was a great politician,
educationist and freedom fighter, notable for his role in the Indian
independence movement and his espousal of Indian nationalism.
Later in life, he was also addressed as ‘Mahamana’.

He was the President of the Indian National Congress on three
occasions and today is most remembered as the founder of the
largest residential university in Asia, with over 12,000 students
living on its campus, Banaras Hindu University (BHU) at Varanasi
in 1916, of which he also remained the Vice Chancellor, 1919-1938. He
was one of the founders of Scouting in India. He also founded a
highly influential English-newspaper, The Leader published
from Allahabad in 1909.

Family Background

The Honourable Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, came of an
orthodox and respected family of Brahmans, who originally
belonged to Malwa. One of his ancestors migrated from Malwa
to Allahabad nearly four hundred years ago. The Family produced
renowned Sanskrit scholars and authors for several generations.
Pandit Brijnath, the father of Madan Mohan Malaviya passed
away at a ripe old age, leaving several sons and daughters. He
was one of the best scholars of his time. He was a reputed preacher
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whose popular exposition of the Srimat Bhagvat and other Puranas
was much appreciated by high and low alike. And such princes
as Maharaja of Darbhanga and Maharaja of Banaras were among
those who paid reverence to him and regarded him as almost a
guru for his learning and piety.

He produced several notable devotional works in Sanskrit,
some of which later published by his dutiful son. The family was
never in affluent circumstances and it was no small sacrifice that
Pandit Brijnath educated his several children. And it was his good
fortune to live to see the fruits of his self-abnegation in the career
of at least one of his sons.

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya belonged to an ancient and
much respected family of learned emigrant Brahmins from Malwa
resident at Mirzapur, Allahabad and Banaras, a fact that is testified
to by the family cognomen Malaviya. Madan Mohan’s grandfather,
Pandit Premdhar Malaviya was at one time well known at
Allahabad for his Sanskrit learning, a branch of study in which
his son, Madan Mohan’s father, Pandit Brijnath Malaviya himself
excelled. Pandit Brijnath was besides a great scholar in Hindi, and
acquired quite a reputation for his scholarly interpretation of
some of the most debated passages of Srimad Bhagavat.

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya was his father’s third son. He
was born in his ancestral house at Allahabad on the 25th December,
1861, and it was at his forty-eighth year that he assumed the
distinguished office of President of India’s non-official Parliament.
Born and bred up at Allahabad, Pandit Madan Mohan’s love and
devotion to his native city never knew any bounds.

Early Life

Madan Mohan was born at Allahabad on 25th December,
1861. He was at first privately educated in Hindi and Sanskrit, and
then at the Local Pathasala. He then passed on to the District
School, from where he matriculated. He next joined the Muir
Central College at Allahabad and graduated B. A. in 1884. During
his collegiate career he appears to have shown signs of future
greatness, and Principal Harrison is known to have been deeply
impressed with his abilities and earnestness.
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Early Education

Malaviya was born at Allahabad, Uttar Pradesh on 25
December 1861, in a Brahmin family of Brijnath and Moona Devi.
He was the fifth child in a family of five brothers and two sisters.
His ancestors, known for their Sanskrit scholarship, originally
hailed from Malwa and hence came to be known as ‘Malaviyas’.
His father Pandit Brijnath was also a learned man in Sanskrit
scriptures, and used to recite the Bhagvat Katha to earn a living.

Madan Mohan’s education began at the age of five in Sanskrit,
when he was sent to Pandit Hardeva’s Dharma Gyanopadesh
Pathshala, where he completed his primary education and later
another school run by Vidha Vardini Sabha. Mohan soon joined
a Hindi medium, Allahabad Zila School (Allahabad District
School), now a diligent boy, started writing poems under the pen
name Makarand, which were published in journals and magazines,
eventually he matriculated in 1879 and joined the Muir Central
College, now known as Allahabad University. With his family
facing tough financial condition, Harrison college’s Principal
started giving a monthly scholarship, and finally he passed
his B.A. as a student of the University of Calcutta in 1884,
as Allahabad University was formed only in 1887.

Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya received his education first
in two Sanskrit Pathashalas—the Dharma Jnanopadesh Pathashala
and next the Vidya Dharma Vardhini Sabha, and later was sent
to an English School. He passed his Entrance Examination from
the Allahabad Zilla School and then joined the Muir Central
college. As a student he began to take a warm interest in public
questions, religion and education being his favourite themes. The
two spheres of national life to which he was most drawn were
religion and education. He was among the founders of the
Allahabad Literary Institute and of the Hindu Samaj. Pandit Madan
Mohan’s career as a student was not particularly brilliant one. He
passed the Entrance Examination of the Calcutta University in
1879, and F.A. in 1881, and graduated in 1884. It was not till seven
years later that he became an L.L.B.; while he discontinued his
studies sometime after he had joined the M.A. class without waiting
to take the degree.
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Marriage

As there was the tradition in those days, he was married in
1878, when he was about sixteen years of age to Kundan Devi
of Mirzapur. The couple had five sons and five daughters, out of
which four sons, Ramakant, Radhakant, Mukund, Govind and
two daughters Rama and Malati survived.

A Public Speaker

As a public speaker, Pandit Madan Mohan had a great
reputation in India. He has a fine sonorous voice and his ready
and effective delivery adds to the charms of a platform speaker.
Except on rare occasions, he uses no notes to aid him. He often
speaks warmly but avoids scrupulously all personalities. His
sincerity breaks forth even in his declamations. He loves his own
country greatly, but even in the fervour of his feeling he is not
betrayed into undignified language. He believes in the mission of
Britain in India, and as such wishes for a mutual rapprochement
between the rulers and the ruled.

Religious and Social Life

Pandit Madan Mohan is a highly religious man, setting apart
daily a fixed time for his jap (meditation). Many think and class
him as a conservative; but they are mistaken if they believe he is
crude, narrow or obstructive on that account. He is a liberal,
broad-minded, open, refined gentleman, but believing in the
religion and spiritual wisdom of his forefathers. Not only in
appearance but in his daily life and practice he is simple and
unassuming, courteous and exceedingly fair-minded even to those
who differ from him.

Religious Matters

Pandit Madan Mohan had a great zeal in religious matters.
It was one of the settled convictions of his life that religion was
at the foundation of all greatness and goodness, and that without
an abiding religious faith no affair of man could succeed. He
believed in rituals and most of the ideas and practices of orthodox
Brahmans and hopefully looked forward to a religious revival in
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the country. He wanted religious instructions to be imparted in
schools and had himself compiled text books which he hoped
might be found suitable. He was the originator and the life and
soul of the Sanatana Dharma Mahasabha, held at Allahabad in
January 1906, and it was no secret what expenditure of time,
labour and money was borne by him to make the Sabha a success.

Charity and Social Work

In private life Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya is a very
charitable man. There was no great benefaction which could be
mentioned to his credit, but there were unnumbered small acts
of kindness to the needy which in reality revealed a man’s secret
springs of action.

He was deeply interested in social and philanthropic work
and was never happier than when engaged in relieving some
human misery. When plague first broke out in Allahabad the
Collector, Ferard, C.I.E., who had always been a popular officer,
asked Pandit Madan Mohan, who was the Vice-Chairman of the
Municipal Board, to help in taking steps to prevent the disease
from spreading. He did so cheerfully. For over a fortnight he
personally superintended the disinfection of a dark lane in a
mandi, where it had broken out and where deaths had occurred
in almost every house. His example was followed by his fellow-
Commissioners when the disease spread to other parts of the city.
He then initiated the movement for the establishment of a health
camp in Sohbatia Bagh in which about 1900 families found absolute
protection from plague. Pt. Malaviya used to attend the camp in
both morning and evening in the first years. He also used to go
to see the plague hospital and encouraged people to go there. In
the following year the health camp became so popular that at one
time nearly 3,000 persons were living in perfect safety there.

Social Work

He worked for the eradication of caste barrier in temples and
other social barriers. He is believed to have undergone a Kayakalpa.
Also, he organised a mass of 200 Dalit peoples, including the
Hindu Dalit (Harijan) leader P. N. Rajbhoj to demand entry at
the Kalaram Temple on a Rath Yatra day. All those who
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participated in this event took a dip in the Godavari River and
chanted Hindu mantras. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya made
massive efforts for the entry into any Hindu temple.

Technical Education: His interest in technical education was
keen and one of the attractions of his scheme of a University at
Banaras was that higher technical education was to be a most
important feature of the University. He was member of the Nainital
Industrial Conference held by Sir John Hewett’s Government in
1907; and he had no small share in starting the Prayag Sugar
Company Limited, which was the direct fruit of the First U. P.
Industrial Conference.

Last Days and Demise

This was a difficult time. Many horrible incidents occurred
in which people were killed and injured. Once such incident
occurred in a place called Naokhali. A brutal slaughter took place
and Madan Mohan Malaviya was greatly troubled both physically
and emotionally. Unable to bear the terrible shock of this event.
He passed away on November 12, 1946. His death was greatly
mourned by the nation.

Legacy

Malaviya Nagar in Allahabad, Lucknow, Delhi, Bhopal and
Jaipur are named after him. A postage stamp has been printed in
India in his honour. Malaviya National Institute of
Technology (MNIT) at Jaipur is named after him, as is Madan
Mohan Malaviya Engineering College in Gorakhpur, UP. He
started the tradition of Arati at Har ki Pauri Haridwar to the
sacred Ganges river which is performed till date, the Malaviya
Dwipa, a small island across the ghat, named after him. This was
inline with the Ganesha Festival started by Bal Gangadhar Tilak in
Maharastra to organise the masses.

In front of the main Gate leading to the Assembly Hall and
outside the porch, there exists a bust of Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya,
which was inaugurated by the former Lt. Governor of Delhi, Dr.
A.N. Jha on 25 December 1971 . Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya’s
granddaughter Dr. Manju Malaviya Sharma a Ph.D. botanist,
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from his daughter Rama, who is a former Secretary, Department
of Biotechnology, Government of India. She is a fellow of National
Academy of Sciences, India (NASI) and Third World Academy
of Sciences. She is recipient of many awards and distinctions and
has also received Padma Bhushan.

Presently she is President and Executive Director of Indian
Institute of Advanced Research at Gandhinagar, Gujarat, which
she has established. Today, the great grandniece of Pt. Madan
Mohan Malaviya, Sushila Rohtagi aged 88, lives in Kanpur in a
house that hosted Mahatma Gandhi on several occasions. On
25 December, 2008, on his birth anniversary, the national memorial
of Mahamana Madan Mohan Malaviya was inaugurated by former
President APJ Abdul Kalam at 53, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Marg,
in Delhi.


