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Prologue

1

It was a day-long deadly encounter, the culmination of a week-long
chase.

He was young, strong, efficient and ruthless ..... and was an expert
with guns and grenades.

He could run like a cheetah.

He was the most dreaded naxalite revolutionary leader in Andhra
Pradesh.

He carried a prize-money of rupees 10 lakhs on his head.
*  x  x kK K x x

Finally they had zeroed in on him towards the evening.
His ammunition seemed to have exhausted.

... But they knew better.

They crawled on their bellies toward the rocks.

The rocks were just two hundred meters from the jungle.

He had managed to get amidst the rocks. From there he had an
advantage over them.

‘Keep them engaged till it is dark and then run into the jungle.’
That was his plan.
Once in the jungle, he would be safe.

They could easily guess his plan.

* * * * * * * * *



They were strategically spaced, in order to encircle him and prevent
him from escaping into the jungle.

“He will run for his life to get into the jungle’...
They were sure... and they were ready.

They were the best shooters in A P Police.
They were also experts with guns and grenades.

They were specially selected for a very important and dangerous
assignment.

... To eliminate the most dreaded naxalite revolutionary leader in
Andhra Pradesh.

* * * * * * * * *

Their AK-47s were now pointed towards the open space between the
rocks and the jungle.

They had their hand grenades also ready.

Any moment he will run to the jungle, they knew.

... And he did.

A

The bullet pierced through Sudhakar’s left shoulder.

Blood spurted out.

The young naxalite revolutionary leader ran with all his strength.
He was a good athlete. He was tall and well built.

Even with the shoulder injury, he ran with lightening speed.
Few more shots were heard.

.... A grenade exploded just behind him.

One more... and one more.

He was fatally wounded.



* * * * * * * * *

The jungle was only meters away.
It was almost dark.
He could escape being killed once in the jungle that he knew so well.

He plunged with all his strength into the jungle,... and crawled on
his belly deep into the thick undergrowth as fast as he could.

Fifty meters into the thick jungle,.... he collapsed and fainted.

* * * * * * * * *

Inspector Narasimha Reddy and his three Constables had gambled
with their lives throughout the day.

They were sure that Bowenpally Sudhakar was dead.
But they could not get his body.

It became very dark and the jungle was dangerous with very thick
undergrowth.

.... But it was necessary for them to have a dead body.

* * * * * * * * *

The mad chap who was following them all through the day was
sitting on the rock behind.

They had tried to drive him away...

But he had continued to follow them.

Now, they felt it was a blessing in disguise.
x ok x kK K x K *

They shot him point-blank.

Two grenades tore his body to pieces.

The skull had exploded...

Few body parts had scattered far and wide.



All blood and mud...
No one will ever know....

* * * * * * * * *

Inspector Narasimha Reddy called on the wireless set....... informed
the Control Room.

“Operation successful.... Bowenpally Sudhakar killed.”

The S P who was sitting in the Control Room tense all through the
day monitoring the Operation, jumped up.

He called the | G and informed:

“Operation successful...... Bowenpally Sudhakar killed.”

* * * * * * * * *

Next day, front pages of all local news papers in Andhra Pradesh
carried the headlines:

‘Dreaded naxalite revolutionary leader Bowenpally Sudhakar shot
dead. Inspector Narasimha Reddy and team to get prize money 10
lakhs’.

In the news papers were large colour photos of Inspector Narasimha
Reddy and three Police Constables with their AK-47 rifles raised in
jubilation.

Near them lay pieces of Bowenpally Suddhakar’s skull and body
parts... covered with white sheets of cloth.



