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PREFACE

“ALL EYES SEEM TO SET ON EDUCATION”

It is very true!

The contemporary scene of India compels each one to turn to education
as the central key to the road of regeneration. Unfortunately, our
educational system is suffering from long standing negligence and maladies
and unless drastic steps are taken to bring about radical and revolutionary
changes, it would be futile to expect education to perform any miracle. It
is at this juncture, a temptation has arised to quote an incident in the life
of Rabindranath Tagore. When he was a boy, his eyes were weak. But,
he did not know that his situation was abnormal. He saw things rather
blurred and indistinct, but he thought that was the way things were seen,
until one day, in jest, he took a playmate’s spectacles and tried them out.
For the first time in life, Rabindranath saw clearly, neatly, distinctly. He
could now see far off things too with perfect clarity and near with absolute
perfection. This experience stayed with him for life and even reflected in
his understanding of life. Somewhat same thing has happened today. We
are witnessing today the curse of indiscipline spreading in all sections of
the society. Because of this we all have an inditinct and blurred vision.
However, such existing circumstances has forced we people working in the
field of education to view things in perfect clarity. Our own experiences
on various occasions have made us aware of and forced us to reflect on
certain essential features of life that can be treasured and termed ‘VALUE’.

Education can never be complete unless it equips the individual for
meeting challenges of life and also prepares him or her to shoulder the
moral responsibilities. During the last four decades, the main focus has
been on the quantitative expansion, and consequently, adequate attention
has not been paid on maintaining standards and quality of education.

A question is often asked as to what are the immediate yardsticks for
determining what has come to be called ‘Qualitative Education’. It may be
answered that it is only when contents and methods of education inspire
every child to surpass his or her limitations, that, the quality of education
attains its distinctiveness. ‘Quality Education’ promotes excellence amongst
students, both individally and collectively.

While going through the above discussions, a fact to note is that
instead of helping the students to develop correct meaning and correct
purpose of life, education has placed them in such an environment where
they are disoriented and accordingly, it has developed a sort of disregard
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for the consideration of values. And, education that is not value-oriented
is anything but education! Value oriented education is that education
which aims at making students good citizens who may share their
responsibilities in the changing set of society, in order to to give a desired
shape and image to the society and community at large.

National Policy on Education, 1986 envisages, “A human being is a
positive asset and a precious national resource which need to be cherished,
nurtured and developed.” Essence of education is to develop the human
personality in all its dimensions — intellectual, physical, social, moral and
spiritual. But, out of these, development of values has not been attended
properly.

Development of values in pupils is a difficult task; and Value-
education must start from the very beginning, because, at a very young
age we have to start to inculcate the values and social norms of the society.
Hence, it is a teacher who should have a sound psychological knowledge
of different qualities that come into play in various actions and of the right
laws of the development of personality in relation to the development of
capacities and values of an integrated personality. The concept of value-
oriented educational pattern requires a great professional competency on
the part of the teacher to mould the strength and behaviour of pupils. To
enable them to assume new roles in an efficient manner requires special
training. The existing system appears to be static and rigid to cope with
the new situations existing in the society. Therefore, a sound prorgramme
of professional education of teachers is very much essential for the
qualitative improvement of education.

For the last two decades, I had been reading and thinking about
value-education, and also meeting many teachers, administrators and also
researchers who used to be always involved in the task of planning, doing
and studying value-education. The strong expression that was gained was
that Value-Education is regarded as a cure and prevention for certain social
problems. It was, therefore, thought that value-education could really
contribute to encouraging behaviour appropriate to the well being of all
in an initial way considered this to be equivalent to curing and preventing
certain social problems. Accordingly, the main intention of bringing out this
small book was to present a few examples of how Value Education
Programme (VEPs) help, cure and prevent certain social problems and to
explain why they have greater success than other programmes. But,
despite many firm reasons, why value-education should help, cure and
prevent social problems, and strong claims that it does, somehow or other,
I really had difficulty of finding evidence to support the claims.

On the basis of the above said facts it was anticipated that some value-
education approaches would not be called ‘value-education’ and it would
be essential to justify the selection of each instance used as value-education
approach. Secondly, the term ‘cure’ does not mean ‘total cure’. For example,
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evidence of a cure would be reduction of the problem of a particular group
of people being favourably influenced so as not to contribute to the problem.
It was, therefore, realised, that, a sort of more adequate expression of the
title to this book would be “Education for values”. Next, while some
immature and unsocialised behaviour may really attribute to a social
problem, this does not mean that all such behaviour does. Consequently,
the possible inter relationship of value-education, immature behaviour and
social problems would have to be very carefully explained. With this
background, a sincere attempt has been made here in bringing about this
book. Over and above, being working in Teacher’s Training College, in the
capacity of a lecturer for some years and also as a principal of the College,
it was felt very much honestly that first of all, our teacher-trainees should
be well trained as would be teachers of ‘Value Education’ and its concept,
would really suffice the matter. Our teacher-trainees are would be teachers.
It is they, who should be helped to draw a clear concept regarding value-
education. Hence, they must be made to learn, understand and get well-
versed in handling the most important ten values laid down by the
Government of Maharashtra for inculcating the same in schools. Now,
when our teacher-trainees enter the teaching profession, the handling of
the subject of value-education will not be felt difficult by them and the
assigned tasks will work out smoothly. It is at this juncture, that, having
set the mind to think in the said direction, I have ventured in attempting
to include the chapter entitled ‘Value-Oriented Teacher-Education’, wherein,
a responsibility and work of Teachers’ Training Colleges has been discussed
in details. Much has been viewed about the handling of the topic of ‘Value-
Education’ by teacher-trainees when they actually enter the profession
chosen by them.

A short description of important concept of values in education and
few important details of significant schemes of imparting values in schools
have also been discussed.

I am indeed indebted to himalaya Publication for giving me the
required encouragement to write the book on Education for values and  also
for bringing out this book in the market. I also thanks to the typist, the
B.Ed. student-teachers, and few principals of the schools for their good
support in completing the project undertaken. In fact, all the heads, hands
and hearts come together, had made me successful in bringing out this
book, which is purely written with the intention of providing the teachers
with the variety of ideas, approaches and techniques which can be utilised
by them in a proper perspective.

Values and the teaching strategies associated with it are presented
in the current book. Although preliminary research shows it to be especially
potent for those children who suffer from value confusion, it is doubtlessly
appropriate for all children living in today’s complex world.

I am always thankful to my learned readers who are sure to go
through this book. If they have any suggestions to offer, I shall definitely
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like to have for my future use.

LAST BUT NOT THE LEAST, MY THANKS TO THE ALMIGHTY
IN GIVING ME PHYSICAL AS WELL AS MENTAL STRENGTH
FOR WRITHING THIS BOOK.

Dr. USHA RAO
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1

The greatest need of today is that man in his mad race in pursuit of
transient materialistic gains and objectives, should, at least, occasionally
pause and reflect on the real purpose and values of human life, and give
a fresh orientation to his or her view of life based on such introspective
reflection. If this were done, one should have absolutely no difficulty to
realise that amongst all living species, the human being occupies a special
and exalted place by reason of his or her alone being endowed with powers
of reason and also discrimination aided by a discerning intellect and
faculties of analytical thinking, assimilation and recollection. From time
immemorial, these special gifts have generated in man a keen sense of
inquiry in search of truth, wisdom and bliss — “SAT, CHIT, ANAND”.

The most precious asset possessed by our country is our glorious
ancient culture firmly founded on the principles of SANATANA DHARAMA.
This culture has been handled down from generation to generation during
the past thousands of years and it lies embedded in the hearts and souls
of the millions of the people belonging to different religious faiths that are
knit together by this common cultural bond.

In the above said connection, it is too much felt to quote the following
prayer —

savao- santu saui#ana:
savao- santu inaramayaa:
savao- BadàiNa pScantu:
maa kaiScat\ du:#aBaagao BavaMtu:

Let all be happy.

INTRODUCTION
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Let all be healthy.

Let all be gentle.

Let none have sorrow.

This is what an Indian prays — when he or she prays for his or her
well-being as per the teachings of the Ancient Munis and Rishis. How very
true! Unless the training given to our children is such as to acqaint them
with the fundamentals of the glorious ancient culture of India and develop
in their minds a deep and abiding respect for all faiths as well as a clean
sense of pride about our unique cultural heritage, the preservation of our
cultural heritage will be seriously in peril.

Under the educational system which is currently in vogue in our
country, the emphasis is solely on the imparting of knowledge that is
concerned with the academic subjects included in the curriculum and no
attention is usually paid to the development of the child’s character and
inner personality. The result is that children grow up without getting any
opportunity to know about the glorious cultural traditions of our country
and great moral and spiritual values on which the culture is based.
Student-power, today, is not harnessed collectively for attainment of social
harmony and well-being. The restlessness that has lately polluted the
atmosphere of our educational institutions is undoubtedly the result of a
social-sickness that has seized the Indian Youth on account of their
innermost cultural aspirations having remained unheeded. It is only when
they are enabled to plunge into the depths of their own souls and pursue
the quest of discovering the DIVINE in each human heart will be drawn
towards establishing themselves as members of a society based on pure and
unselfish love and untinted mutual co-operation. For this, it is really very
much necessary that an opportunity should be provided to the students
to acquaint themselves with the basic features of our glorious, spiritual and
cultural heritage which, with its essential qualities, cuts as under all sorts
of distinctions of caste, community, race and religion and underlines the
brotherhood of man and the fatherhood of God. Such broad-based
education will prompt the students to devote every minute of activity of
theirs for the pilgrimage to God within themselves through the path of
selfless service to fellowmen. Such an integrated process of correcting and
shaping the child’s attitudes and reactions will mould them into ideal
citizens most useful to the society, befitting our great traditions.

Of all the countries in the world, we, in India, have the richest cultural
as well as spiritual heritage. But it is a sad irony of fate that ever since
we attained our Independence, we have been denying the youth of this
country even the barest opportunity to imbibe the great moral, cultural as
well as spiritual values that form part of his or her heritage by imposing
a taboo on all moral and spiritual institutions in the name of secularism.
There cannot be a greater type of misunderstanding of the importance of
secularism.



12 EDUCATION FOR VALUES

The Kothari Commission Report published in 1966 laid the highest
stress on the need for moral and spiritual education and it is very rightly
pointed out that the modernisation of education has to derive its strength
from the strength of the spirit and many serious social and ethical conflicts
that are caused nowadays in society on account of the weakening of the
moral values in the younger generation which can be remedied only by
balancing the knowledge and skills which science and technology bring
with the values and insights associated with ethics and religion as its best.

Even though nearly more than thirty years have passed since the
Commission made its report, we are yet to see any action being taken by
the Central and State Governments and by the Universities in India for
the implementation of the most wholesome recommendations of the
Commission. However, there is a silver lining in this gloomy sky which
holds great hope and promise for the future. Fortunately a massive
programme of providing ideal value-oriented education has been launched
now since last three years by the Maharashtra State Government.

If the very concept of ‘VALUE’ is to be made known to the student
world in the true sense of the term, then, the schools must start on the
said line. It is with this view, Maharashtra State has introduced the subject
of ‘Value Education’ and also implementing various activities in the
concerned subjects right from Std. I to Std. X. Accordingly, a book on
‘Education For Values’ and a Handbook for Teachers has come out.
Further, in all the schools of Maharashtra State, the very first period has
been utilised in the regular school time-table for implementation of value-
education, and also the activities connected to the value-education.

On the basis of the above said facts it is equally important for the
teachers to play their roles properly. The emphasis on education for
inculcation of values imposes on the teachers a very special responsibility.
In this connection, one of the well-known poet’s following lines are very
strongly remembered.

These lines are as follows:

WHERE IS LIFE? LOST IN WISDOM!
WHERE IS WISDOM? LOST IN KNOWLEDGE!
WHERE IS KNOWLEDGE? LOST IN INFORMATION!
How very true! It is now completely the teacher’s responsibility to

mould the unripe minds in a proper fashion by the inculcation of values.
A little penetration into the malaise and some familiarity with the student
population world really indicate that things fortunately are still not beyond
the stage of no return. If there are a few who adopt an unreasonable or
unethical approach, there are many who have not yet succumbed. It is this
innocent majority who would be concentrated upon. Schools have their own
Boy-Scouts and Girl-Guides. Certain schools (of the higher secondary level)
do organic blood donation drives. There are visits to slum areas too at times.
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The handicapped students receive help from their fellow mates. Hiking,
sports, extra-curricular activities attract a sizeable number, though not
very many. These students and others are our hope and our mainstay.
Besides, there are many, who in their personal lives, attend with a sincere
devotion talks delivered by learned men, swamis and saints and endeavour
to live upto the essence therein stressed. When the land is thus somewhat
bright, when these students have not wholly forgotten our cultural
heritage, we may succeed in bringing them back to the old moorings
suitably altered to modern times and needs without sacrificing any of the
essentials.

The primary concern of education is to explore how we may best
function in universal evolution. A dedicated experienced teacher can widen
the scope of the curriculum and make his or her instructions pragmatic and
functional. We might have achieved education for all but let us have
education for each! It is here again much can be spoken about the burning
issue. Basically, values are the person’s emotions and hence they are to
be experienced and maximum of experience a child may gain is through
education. It is through education a change must take place totally in one’s
behaviour. But, side by side, environment too is the most effective factor
in man’s education. School is the most effective environment for a growing
child.

Values like love, kindness, tolerance have been practised even by the
animal and bird kingdom in its intimate face to face primary group or herd
and flock relationships. It is only human beings who have given wide
concepts to these values to be translated into practice beyond the intimate
primary group to the whole Human Society. It is because of such a concept
that we call these Human values.

Values are the essence of life. They are defined as morals which build
a character of human beings. Men of character build a disciplined
community that provides the nation with political leadership, active and
alert administrative personnel, wise parents, enthusiastic teachers and
responsible citizens — who all in turn develop a strong and progressive
nation.

For all the above said facts, education is the media and is the only
vital medium to imbibe, foster and perpetuate values in the younger
generation. It activates the latent capacities of the individual to recognise
the truth, duty and goodness that is lying behind. The half-marks of an
individual’s personality are self-determination, self-realisation, self-
integration, social adjustment, economic self-reliance and moral and social
attitudes towards others. And all is achieved through value-education. It
is the value-education that is helpful in developing in the child a
fearlessness of mind, strength of consciousness and integrity of the purpose.
But what is witnessed today? People are fighting for recognition, fanaticism
and sectarianism. The young as well as an adult are still ignorant of values
in the true sense of the term. Education of mind and heart is still absent.
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Therefore, there is a need today to have a tentative programme of value-
education in schools, because the process of education is un-ending and
in a real sense process of education is to humanise humanity! If we stand
back and think, we notice, we have a lot to learn from the past.

As such, being a social animal, for every man, understanding of our
fellow beings is important. But this understanding becomes fruitful only
when it is sustained by sympathetic feeling in joy and sorrow. Therefore,
a positive aspiration and effort for an ethical, moral configuration of our
common life is of great importance. Without ethical culture, there is no
solution to humanity. A man’s ethical behaviour, is, in fact, based
effectively on sympathy, education and social ties and needs. But all this
is or can be achieved only by the corresponding values as these are the
prime motivating force behind his or her thought, emotion and action. It
is indeed unthinkable to have education without any kind of values. All
educational philosophies, therefore, essentially put a stress on values. But
values are not static as our relationship to this world is not static.

Today mankind is obviously in a difficult position. The difficulties have
been created because of the wrong values existing in the environment
which is fast changing. The time has come for everyone to think and bring
about a drastic change in the educational institutions in general and in
the Teachers’ Training Colleges in particular. This would be possible only
when the educational institutions start educating the future citizens for
a new emerging ethics — the ethics of Universal Brotherhood. Like electric
current which is invisible and yet can drive large mechanical equipment,
a thought and an idea can produce tremendous effect. The process of
education being dealing with thoughts, ideas, mind and intellect, require
very careful handling and it can turn humanity either into diviity or
animality.

It is because of the above said facts, it is very necessary that the
Teachers’ Training Colleges must start giving training to the pupil-teachers
in value-education. The pupil-teachers are the would be teachers and once
they are well-trained, it will become very easy for them to handle the the
unriped minds when they join the teaching profession. Hence, in order to
make education responsive to the needs of the society, teacher education
has to be reoriented in its aim and approach, curriculum and content. It
is Dr. Radhakrishnan and Rabindranath Tagore — both who may be
labelled as the modern examples of great teachers — influenced this
country with the philosophy of value-oriented education. Hence, it may be
said again here that it is the teacher educators from the Teachers’ Training
Colleges who should train well their pupil teachers because when these
would be teachers will start working as teachers in their respective schools
they

(a) will have a unique position.

(b) will have a key to knowledge.
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(c) will be possessing multiplier effect.

(d) will have a social prestige.
(e) will provide a model to younger generation.

Because of the above said discussion, it is very essential that teachers
under training should be thoroughly exposed to values in their colleges of
education. It also accordingly, presupposes that the teacher-educators also
have a serious commitment to human values in life. They should not merely
be good lecturers of philosophy or sociology or psychology of methodology,
expert in one method or another, but they should also know the higher
purpose of education and especially teacher training which, today, is on
the threshold of social change and development. Hence, the transformation
of education must be a collective and democratic enterprise involving the
active participation of all concerned mobilising the energies and faith of
teachers, teacher educators, students, parents and administrators. It needs
deep vision and dynamic leadership to make education relevant to our time
and capabale of meeting the challenges of the emerging future. Hence,
value-orientation should be one of the main objectives of education to
develop an integrated persoanlity of the student so that he or she
contributes his or her best to the country. The very content of education
is to be value-oriented, because every knowledge is turned into value no
sooner it is applied in life. This, the term ‘VALUE’ covers the entire domain
of the development of integrated personality through various capacities
such as —

(a) Values of health,
(b) Values of courage,

(c) Values of clarity,

(d) Values of honesty,

(e) Values like kindness, politeness etc.
It is the children who relish observing the habits of their peer group,

their teachers, their parents and then classify them into groups — Good
and Bad. Their direction is always roaming in the outer world. This habit
pollutes their minds. By gathering the evils of others, the mind is
transformed into a newspaper which prides itself on descriptions of vice and
wickedness. Hence, children have to be saved from this malignant
influence, and it is the teacher who should be ever eager to cleanse their
minds. Since mind is the only instrument available for preserving and
enhancing the genuine human qualities our students have to be taught
to desire the good and get themselves detached from bad. If the mind is
shattered, it is very difficult to reshape it into a whole. An iron plate when
broken into pieces can be welded into our piece. So the teachers have to
strengthen the minds of the students with good faith. Now, this can be well
done by teachers in general and a well-trained teacher (who has come out
from a Teachers’ Training College) in particular. Hence, it is the responsibility
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of the teacher-educators to give proper training to their pupil-teachers. The
academic environment of today is not conducive to the young generation.
It is filled with vices. Educationists have been labouring to work out
suitable curriculum that would help development of vaues in the unripe
minds. The urgent need is therefore to give education a ‘value orientation’
which has been well-recognised by all.

Values, can, after all, be caught and taught. When a boy wants to
learn to ride a cycle, he must undergo training. Elaborate lectures on ‘how
to ride a cycle’ would never put him on the saddle and help him move. So
too is with values. They cannot be just taught by the teachers. But they
could be inculcated by examples, by training and self-training. Values are
neither skills nor proficiencies to be developed on the same lines that has
normally been done for skill, proficiency development, etc. in the learners.
Here, once again it may be stated that Teachers’ Training Colleges have
to teach this aspect  to the teacher-trainees so that when they actually enter
into the teaching profession, they will have a correct understanding as to
how values can be brought into the process of learning and academic
curriculum. This is now entirely the responsibility of the teacher educators.
It is felt, therefore, that the main aim of the teacher-educators is to teach
to their pupil-teachers about the values of the present day world. In fact,
the whole purpose must be value-teaching, and the need for this can never
be overlooked. While every aspect of man’s life has values, education
having the greatest impact of man has the greatest value. Therefore, the
job of a teacher-educator should not be just to pump the knowledge in their
pupil-teachers from a vessel floating up in the air into empty vessels lying
below! Every attempt has to be a sincere attempt. It is rightly said —

Good teachers make good schools,
Good schools make good students,

Good students make good citizens,

Good citizens make good nation.

Hence, value-education and devoted teachers are the backbones of the
entire education system which can claim to prepare a complete man in the
future.


