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Comments on the Book

Ross Coomber
Griffith University Queensland, Australia.

The sociology of human waste is a hugely important but
none-the-less under-researched issue. How we produce
waste and the kind of waste we produce tells stories of

inequity, of population control, of modernization and globalization as
well as notable shifts in human lifestyles. This volume offers a valuable
way of seeing how garbage and waste connects to each of these
aspects in a developing world.

Freek Cronje
North-West University , South Africa.

The author delves deep into a fairly unusual terrain in
Sociology, and comes up with an interesting ‘story line’
in the field of garbage and waste. Vivek managed to link
Sociology to this extraordinary topic in a clever way,

and fascinatingly relating it to class, poverty, unemployment, sociology
of work, public health, natural environment, rural, urban and spatial
sociology, modernization and governance.

Tom Dwyer
University of Campinas, Brazil.

“World of Garbage and Waste”- provides readers with
a comprehensive and stimulating analysis of what is
widely perceived as a major urban problem in highly

urbanized developing countries. The author focuses on empirical
evidence principally relating to India with a theoretically informed
framework. Wide-ranging set of arguments are built that raise our
consciousness of the importance of the social, economic and public
health dimensions of garbage and waste more generally - of a lack
of hygiene. In this way, the subject matter is relevant to other large
developing countries in the BRICS.



Pavi Ramhota
Mahatma Gandhi Institute, Mauritius.

P.S. Vivek provides empirically rich, theoretically
informed, imaginative, powerfully argued nuances in the
World of Garbage and Waste of contemporary society.

This volume will be a ready reckoner for those involved in framing
social policy in any country.

Vishal Jadhav
Tilak Maharashtra Vidyapeeth, India.
At once engaging, accessible and authoritative, World of
Garbage and Waste is a brilliant masterwork. Vivek
weaves together engaging personal stories and
encyclopedic knowledge of this subject to communicate

a powerful systematic frame and define a spot-on agenda for practical
action. One can acquire new facts, ideas and inspiration here. The
book is ‘Must-read’ for students, environmentalists and those
interested in why we human are on the path to self-destruction and
what we can do about it.

Hector Dsouza
Columist, India.

Clean drinking water & hygienic disposal of all forms of
garbage are the biggest challenges modern India
currently faces. Dr P S Vivek makes a commendable

effort in dealing with the issue of waste management on a social &
ideological level.

Prabhat Sharan
Senior Journalist, Mumbai.

It is a biography of Garbage in the history of humankind.
A provocative work connecting concepts from Cartesian
to Marx to Barthes to Foucault, Professor Vivek, in this

scrupulously researched post-structuralist work, contends that the
examination of the metamorphosis of garbage in the present post-
modern age points to a society that is treading tremulously on the
edge of a precipice of an abyss.



Preface
I got interested in garbage and waste due to a series of appalling

accidents. While working as the editor of a tabloid Hindi newspaper
Sangram exclusively for the readership of slum dwellers of Mumbai in 1979
and early 1980s, I was startled with the news that some of the Municipal
conservancy workers were denied ‘daru bhatta’ (literally: liquor allowance)
by Municipality.

My enquiries revealed that the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) has been officially giving its conservancy employees especially the
garbage and sewage cleaners “Unclean Work Allowance”. The workers take
it as liquor allowance because liquor consumption lulls their senses
prompting them to carry out the task they are expected to perform (see
Chapter Twelve for more details).

I got interested in pursuing my doctoral studies on the sweepers and
scavengers of the city of Mumbai. University of Mumbai allowed me to
register myself as a research scholar at the Department of Sociology to
undertake the study. Looking at the litter being thrown around by a group
of young revelers on the road near public garden in the city, I approached
the group and requested them not to litter the public place. One of the boys
in the group retorted Why not? I suppose you like to think that we do not
live in India but in some foreign city, do you? The response left me
speechless and for years it kept on rankling in my mind.

(In the second last chapter – Psychogeography of Garbage, I have
attempted to carry out a thread-baring analysis of the ramifications of the
garbage syndrome that everybody shies away from discussing but yet
continues to contribute to its epidemic.)

Mumbai city bus service is known as BEST, a public service
undertaking run by BMC. It has several double-decker buses plying on
some of the heavy commuter population routes. Sometime around late
1980s while I was overtaking the double-decker bus when driving a motor
cycle; one of passenger spat out from the upper deck of the bus. Red
colored spit fell on my white shirt. The red patch covered major portion of
the back of my shirt and front as well.

I was angry and fuming because the shirt was new and that I was not
able to abuse the person who had spat out after consuming pan/gutka. So, I
decided to investigate how much a person can spit and its consequences on
the self and society. The research findings were presented in a seminar. A
modified version of the findings forms a part of Chapter Nine: Perceptions
of Dirt and Filth.



Earlier, in 1980s, a small news item had appeared in one of the tabloid
newspaper in Mumbai stating that the sewage treatment plant that was
installed by BMC at the Mahim creek got jammed due to plastic waste and
bags flowing across the open gutters and that it would need few lakh rupees
to repair it.

Having caught my attention to the news, I found that many people
throw Nirmalya (flowers offered to god) into the running water nicely stuffed
in some plastic bag. Not only that most of the worship centres (temples,
mosques, dargahs, churches, and gurudwaras) in the city also collect the
used flower offerings and dump it into the water. This has also affected the
social fabric of the city. Chapter Nine has these details mentioned in part in
this volume.

BMC in Mumbai made an announcement in sometime in mid-1990s
that it will impose fine on people who litter the public places. In particular,
the announcement said that anybody found urinating and/or defecating in
public will be fined. Apparently, the move was to instill a civic sense in the
burgeoning population of the city. BMC appointed some field marshals for
collecting the fine and in a way to develop civic sense in the general public.

However, the intentions of the BMC policymakers and the city fathers
did not match the action. There has been dismal availability of the public
utility services (public urinals, toilets and washrooms) for the burgeoning
population of the city. In response to the BMCs move, the issue that
confronted my mind was whether there is any connection between garbage
and lifestyle in modern society. The outcome of this intellectual turmoil was
the Chapter Seven: Dirt, Lifestyle and Modernization.

During the first decade of new millennium, there were few instances of
rape of women ragpickers reported in the print media. In one instance,
there was rape and murder of a young woman ragpicker in the vicinity of
the international airport of Mumbai. The fact that the ragpickers in Mumbai
do not have recognition as part of the solid waste management system in
the city nor are they protected by any of the legislation; prompted me to
ponder upon the issue of ragpickers in the city in some detail.

Meanwhile, Mayapuri (near Delhi) scrap-pickers’ death due to
hazardous radioactive substance was in the news in 2011. Having not
found the necessary information with respect to the living and working
conditions of the ragpickers, I took upon myself to undertake a survey of the
ragpickers in Mumbai. Thus, collected information from primary and
secondary sources is depicted in the Chapter Ten: Rag Pickers and Garbage
World.

The construction of conceptual framework of the book to an extent has
been influenced by the works of several authors as a secondary source:
Katherine Boo (Behind the Beautiful Forever), Susan Traussser (Waste and



Want: A Social History of Trash); Domnique Laporte (History of Shit); Louis
Dumont (Homo Hierarchicus: The Caste System and Its Implications);
Hither Rogers (Gone Tomorrow: Hidden Life of Garbage); and Mary
Douglas (Purity and Danger: An Analysis of Concept of Pollution and
Taboo).

The idea to bring out a comprehensive volume of garbage and waste
was also facilitated by the fact that I was granted a Fellowship by Indo-
Shastri Canadian Institute to visit Canada, Toronto in particular, to
undertake a comparative study of Solid Waste Management in Mumbai and
Toronto, in 2007. My interaction with Toronto Municipal Corporation
officials, in this regard, was an eye opener to comprehend the dynamics of
waste generation of a western developed consumerist society.

World of Garbage and Waste: Undercurrents of Swatchh Bharat and
Sabka Vikas is, therefore, emblematic of a wild and adventurous strain of
writing that attempted to marry theory, politics, pleasure and
experimentation. Radically redefining the thoughts on garbage and waste,
it attempts to take position alongside post-modernist thinkers.

P.S. Vivek
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The Introduction:
Swatchh Bharat Mission 1

“A society in which consumption has to be artificially stimulated
in order to keep production going is a society founded on trash
and waste, and such a society is a house built upon sand..”

Why Work? 1942

he Government of India has launched Swatchh Bharat Mission
(Urban) on 2nd October, 2014 with the objective of eliminating
open defecation, especially in Indian cities, converting of
insanitary toilets to pour flush toilets, and eradication of manual

scavenging from the country. It talks about 100% collection and
scientific processing/disposal reuse/recycle of Municipal Solid Waste,
and to bring about a behavioral change in people regarding healthy
sanitation practices. In principle, it calls for generating awareness
among the citizens about sanitation and its linkages with public health
and strengthening of urban local bodies to design execute and operate
systems.

Its aim is to reach out to all Indians to make cleanliness a mass
movement by launching the Swatchh Bharat Abhiyan or Clean India
Mission. Its launch Oct. 2, the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi,
has a lot of significance as Father of the Nation had a penchant for
cleanliness in his personal habits and sought to promote it in his
environs in every way.

It intends to involve every citizen in the task of cleanliness. India fares
poorly in access to toilets, especially in its semi-urban and rural areas,
while its urban areas face problems related to hygiene and poor sanitation

T



standards. Garbage disposal and hygiene standards in many
commercial establishments leave much to be desired.

According to Census 2011, only 32.70% of rural households had
access to toilets. According to a UN Report released in 2014, India
continues to have the largest number of people in the world defecating
in the open. Indians were clean as individuals but had nasty habits as a
community in matters of sanitation. People spit betel juice, throw waste
on roads, women at times throw household waste near their homes,
and shopkeepers dump garbage on roads after closing their
establishments.

According to a recent Report released by World Health
Organization (WHO), India continues to be a country with the highest
number of people in the world practicing open defecation (OD) —
about half of its population. Of the one billion people practicing OD in
the world, 597 million live in India. India’s performance is worse than
that of other emerging market economies and least developed countries
(LDCs). In India, 65% population in rural areas (30% in LDCs) and
12% in urban areas (6%) resort to OD. And still worst, according to
WHO, India is not making significant strides in reducing OD (India
Today, 2014).

In developed countries, almost everyone has access to a private
flush toilet served by a continuous supply of piped water. Human waste
is channeled by separate sewerage pipes, ensuring that drinking water is
separated from pathogens carried in faecal material, and taps located in
close proximity, enable people to maintain personal hygiene.

Better sanitation helps to break the faecal-oral transmission route
that impact public health and is beneficial for the household and the
community. Cross-country studies show that sanitation is the strongest
determinant of child survival and improvement in sanitation is
accompanied by more than 30% reduction in child mortality according
to UNDP (India Today, 2014).

Risk Reduction

According to studies conducted in different countries, it is estimated
that having a pit latrine in the home reduces the incidence of diahorrea
by 50%, while having a flush toilet lowers the risk by 70%. According to
research in Salvador, Brazil, incidence of diahorrea was twice as high
among children in households without sanitation when compared with
children in household with sanitation (SBM, 2014).



Similarly, diahorrea was three times greater for children in
communities without sanitation when compared with communities with
proper drains and sewers. Lack of sanitation is a major cause of
malnutrition in India and across the world. The strong externalities
associated with individual and community investments in sanitation
make a case for public policy and may be subsidies (Virmani, 2009:
141).

The financial cost is very large in moving from OD to safe collection
disposal and treatment of sewage effluents. In urban areas especially,
problem is most acute in slums, which do not have proper sewage
collection and transport systems. Further, most cities do not have
systems to properly process the waste before disposing it in the river or
other water bodies.

Clean water, sanitation, personal hygiene and good nutrition are
the four foundations of good public health policy. Generally, sanitation
is most neglected? Poverty is another barrier which results in low level of
sanitation as, illustratively, a pit latrine would cost more than a monthly
wage and therefore is unaffordable. Hygiene is also another predictor of
public health as hands transmit pathogens to foodstuffs and directly to
the mouths but is generally neglected.

The data from NSS Report 69th Round reveals that 88.5% of rural
households and 95.3% of urban households have improved source of
drinking water. State-wise, situation was grim in Jharkhand, Manipur,
Meghalaya, Odisha and Kerala. The Government of India has initiated
the integrated low-cost sanitation schemes for urban areas and total
sanitation campaign of rural areas. Consequently, some improvements
are recorded but still according to NSS69, 59.4% of Indian households
do not have toilet facilities in rural areas and 8.8% in urban areas (NSS,
2012).

There is a need for a dedicated, trained and properly incentivized
sanitation workforce at the village level. This has been brought out by
many Monitoring and Evaluation and Research studies carried out in
the country. Identification of a beneficiary, assisting in the IEC,
maintaining records and tracking progress are essential activities that are
needed to be carried out at the local level.

Collectives Approach

If utilized effectively, CBOs/NGOs/SHGs/other organizations can
have a catalytic role in the implementation of SBM in the rural areas.



The outreach and ground level connect that such organizations can
deliver, can be tapped in the program to achieve positive results.

These organizations can generate mass awareness of the community
against open defecation, hygiene and environmental sanitation, safe
drinking water, etc. by planning and implementing diverse, effective and
multiple evidences based participatory communication strategy. These
organizations can be effectively engaged for capacity building process as
National, State and District level Key Resource Centers.

Corporate houses should be encouraged to participate in the SBM
as an essential part of the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). There
is realization that a healthy workforce can contribute towards better
services for their output. The issues of getting corporate houses towards
taking up social causes and increasing interaction with people are
important in Indian context.

Research institutes, organizations and NGOs with proven track
record in the areas of Sanitation and National/State level institutions
involved in the research/studies related to the issue of Health, Hygiene,
Water Supply and Sanitation should be involved to develop new
technologies of human excreta and waste disposal systems in the rural
areas and also creating required database.

This will encourage and promote ecologically sustainable long-term
solution for disposal of wastes. Research on latrine design, sustainable
methods/technologies for Solid and Liquid Waste Management in rural
areas, appropriate technology to suit varying soil conditions, high water
table situations, floods, water scarcity conditions, and coastal areas will
be priorities. Research on interventions in relation to understanding the
further ramification of Clean India Mission with global perspective is
called for at this stage of Indian growth and development.

In this regard, an attempt is made here to have a comprehensive
understanding of connotations of waste in its multiple manifestations.
The study focuses on the waste, generated by ever increasing urban
lifestyle in the country and cities in particular. At times, this ‘waste’ has
reached the level of being considered as major social problem of our
cities and the countryside as well.

Most of the modern rejects including rejects from kitchens,
bathrooms, hotels, schools, local shops and offices, and small
construction sites adversely affect our lives and thereby the social system
including the environment. Even though over seventy tons of industrial
debris from mining, agriculture, manufacturing, and petrochemical



production are created for every ton of household discards, it is the
slough of daily life that affects average people directly because it is the
waste we make.

Configuration of the Study

The book World of Garbage and Waste: Undercurrents of “Swatchh
Bharat” and “Sabka Vikas” in India has been an outcome of the
author’s involvement in teaching and research in Sociology of
Urbanization and Development at University of Mumbai. The volume
has been designed to have three virtual sections: Conceptual Issues;
Theoretical Considerations and Practical Implications having a total of
fourteen chapters in it. A detailed Select Bibliography has been added
at the end of the volume arranged in alphabetical order. Appendix and
Index sections have also been added after the detailed references. Most
of the chapters are based on primary source data collected and
analyzed for the purpose with some addition of the secondary source
published material.

Initial chapters focus on the social history of ‘garbage’ from its
inception up till the present-day manifestations. The causal relationship
of waste in the modern society and its dominant nature in the modern
world is dealt in sufficient details here while attempting to clarify the
relevant concepts.

Next, few chapters of the book discuss the theoretical issues related
to the garbage and waste. Attempt here is to investigate the connection
of waste with the institution of family. How has the waste been affecting:
(a) social relations in any human society; (b) cultural dynamics and
human performances; and, (c) state power?

Few chapters in the end of the book relate to the field data
especially from Mumbai city. Related information from other cities in
India and abroad has also been incorporated here at appropriate
location. It deals with the statistical details of the nature and the extent
of garbage in the city over the period of time. The evolution of waste
management in the city as commercial enterprise, its modus operandi,
stakeholders and trends in handling city garbage is elaborated here.

Summary of the Chapters

Chapter 01: The Introduction: Swatchh Bharat Mission:
Government of India intends to involve every citizen in the task of
cleanliness. Hence, it wants to reach out to all Indians to make
cleanliness a mass movement by launching the Swatchh Bharat
Abhiyan or Clean India Mission. India faces problems related to hygiene



and poor sanitation standards in urban and rural areas as well. Garbage
disposal and hygiene standards in many commercial establishments
leave much to be desired.

Clean water, sanitation, personal hygiene and good nutrition are
the four foundations of good public health policy. Generally, sanitation
is most neglected aspect in Indian context. Hygiene is also another
predictor of public health as hands transmit pathogens to foodstuffs and
directly to the mouths but is generally neglected.

Setting the background to the study of garbage and waste, this
chapter presents the nature of organization of the material in the volume.
The author provides a detailed elaboration on the genesis of the study
to explain what, how and why the study was undertaken in a way to
contextualize the book.

Chapter 02: The Origin of Garbage and Waste: This chapter
introduces the subject matter of the study: Garbage bins radiate the
littoral time warp connecting the archetypal past with the present-day
roiling human conditions. The objects buried deep in the bins talk of the
slivered memories of Western culture and the dark foliage of future.

This chapter elucidates glimpses of contemporaneous policies and
practices of waste management and how each new era ushered in new
ways of managing trash and garbage without any broad concern about
the status or class biases they might produce.

There is a critical deficiency in most cities in terms of waste
collection, processing and disposal facilities. The chapter highlights the
problem concerning three physical elements of an integrated and
sustainable waste management (ISWM) system: waste collection,
disposal and material recovery, as well as on aspects of good waste
governance.

Chapter 03: The Invasion of Garbage: Garbage can help to
examine the detritus of Western culture in full range of not only material
waste and ruin, but also residual or broken knowledge and the lingering
remainders of cultural thought systems. The disposals not only
produced overwhelming mounts of waste, but created dead bits of
useless knowledge that permeate the reality of modern Western societies.

Through waste, one can read the logic of industrial society’s
relationship to nature and human labor. The direct environmental
impacts of garbage are alarming. Increased amounts of trash mean
more collection trucks on the road spewing diesel exhaust into the
atmosphere. Incinerators release toxics into the air and spawn ash that



can contaminate soil and water. In addition to leaching liquid wastes,
landfills also irrupts the “landfill gases,” which are emissions of
decomposing waste material.

The largest of these garbage swills is known as the Great Garbage
Patch. The Indian Ocean Garbage Patch, discovered in 2010, is a gyre
of marine litter suspended in the upper water column of the central
Indian Ocean (Gill, 2010: 24).

Chapter 04: Rubbish and Prudent Consumption: Garbage
changed dramatically after the Civil War as industrialization spread
production and distribution. Manufactured items became dramatically
cheaper and more accessible, leading to unprecedented levels and
novel forms of waste. The corrupt local officials failed to clean trash
from city streets and left slums to wallow in filth. Such appalling
conditions, in turn, fueled epidemic disease and incendiary class conflict.

Throughout the first half of the nineteenth century, animal dung,
human excrement, kitchen slop, street sweepings, and household wastes
like ash were reused extensively by farmers to fertilize their fields. Refuse
traders used to haul up animal dung to the outskirts of the city,
composted it with sawdust, spent charcoal to produce a light friable
manner for which farmers were willing to pay premium prices (Habib,
Irfan et al., 1993: 97).

In the eyes of forward-thinking elites, disease, garbage, crime,
poverty and rebellion formed a coherent field of threat. Some civic
groups focused on influencing individual behavior, going into the
homes, usually of the immigrant poor, to teach sanitation practices.

New garbage handling methods that would follow on the trailblazing
work now had to factor in the wide variety and growing quantity of
discards. Thus, reform efforts culminated in a spate of rubbish-oriented
municipal planning in western cities in early 20th century.

Chapter 05: Waste and Growth of Bacteriology: During 1832,
Cholera outbreak in New York City two significant divisions occurred in
the sanitation world: first, public health departments split from waste
collection because of the influence of bacteriology and shifting
commercial needs, and collection and disposal of trash from homes,
offices and shops, street cleaning became easier and cheaper (Melosi,
1981: 1410).

As waste handling shifted from the world of disease and death, it
was increasingly viewed as a technical problem. The profession of
sanitation engineering emerged during this time. In creating ever-more



effective depositories for refuse, the earliest sanitation engineers
embarked on what has become an ongoing aim in the profession:
disappearing garbage.

The science of bacteriology led to the reconceptualization of trash
as an aesthetic and technical problem; new street cleaning methods
prioritized the flows of commerce; and emerging garbage collection and
disposal methods met the manufacturer’s need to have mounting levels
of disposable commodities, including packaging, tidily hauled away.

Sanitation engineers together with emerging municipal refuse
handling systems laid the groundwork for the coming golden era of
garbage. Perhaps, the most significant technological innovation in
managing trash was the development of the “sanitary landfill.”
Alternative processes like grinding garbage, municipal hog feeding, and
composting also lost out to the vastly less expensive landfill, as did
incineration.

Chapter 06: E-waste and Global Politics: Electronic waste (e-
waste) contains many hazardous substances like heavy metals, PVC
plastics, and brominated flame retardants among others. Informal
processing of electronic waste in developing countries may cause
serious health and pollution problems, though these countries are also
most likely to reuse and repair electronics. Up to thirty-eight separate
chemical elements are incorporated into e-waste items. It also contains
valuable and scarce materials. Recycling raw materials from end-of-life
electronics is the most effective solution to the growing e-waste problem.

Disposal of e-wastes is a particular problem faced in many regions
across the globe. Computer wastes that are land-filled produce
contaminated leachates which eventually pollute the groundwater.
Incineration of e-wastes can emit toxic fumes and gases, thereby
polluting the surrounding air.

Several countries exhorted the need for a global agreement to
address the problems and challenges posed by hazardous waste. Also,
in the late 1980s, a tightening of environmental regulations in
industrialized countries led to a dramatic rise in the cost of hazardous
waste disposal. Hence, in a bid to get rid of the wastes, toxic traders
began shipping hazardous waste to developing countries.

It is estimated that India may currently be generating around
400,000 tons of hazardous e-waste annually. Worse, India has been a
destination for e-waste dumps by developed countries, often in the



name of charity! Hardly 20,000 tons of e-waste is either recycled or
disposed of appropriately in India.

Chapter 07: Dirt, Lifestyle and Modernization: In this section,
an attempt is made to understand the nexus between the human
lifestyle in modern society and the human waste, dirt and garbage in an
historical perspective. The process of recycled waste in modern lifestyle
is the return of excrement to the field of cultural production and
consumption in a repressive fashion. The city — a place where
merchandise accumulated and consumed before being turned into
gold — was subjected to purification since its inception. The human
waste, however, cannot be converted into cash by mere elimination.

We witness the domestication of waste, as a result of which the
subject sees the object assigned to its true place; that is to say, to home.
The domestication of waste must further find its rightful place in a
history of the senses that will once and for all establish a plausible
historicity of smell. The necessity of this practice implies that the body’s
legacy of original sin contaminates even its waste.

It would seem that human excrement, like the soul, carries the
noxious trace of the body it departs. Human waste is not pernicious in
and of itself. We are far from the discrimination in other epochs
between good and bad excrement (between milk and human waste, for
example). Until the very eve of clinical medicine, it was maintained that
human waste had the potential to be unquestionably good.

Chapter 08: Need for Waste Concerns: There is a critical
deficiency in most cities in terms of waste collection, processing and
disposal facilities. Waste streams are becoming increasingly complex,
requiring specialized treatment. Financial assistance has been provided
to various State Pollution Control Boards for organizing training
workshops and public awareness on management of municipal solid
waste.

For effective management of bio-medical waste generated from
Health Care Facilities (HCFs), Government of India promulgated
Biomedical Waste (Management and Handling) Rules in July 1998
under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. It has been found that
sixty-five cities in India generate more than 60% of the overall E-waste
generated in India. Ten states generate 70% of the total e-waste
generated in India.

City planners avow that using technology to run the city is the only
solution. Eco-cities essentially integrate economic, environmental and
social considerations and develop projects, programs, plans and policies



towards sustainable governance of the city. Preparing eco-city Action
Plan for developing urban centres through an extensive consultation
process across themes such as water, waste, energy, housing, etc.
becomes imperative in the developing countries, especially.

Waste Management is today viewed more as Misplaced Resource
Management. Some cities around the world have been promoting the
development of zero waste cities. This would mean 100% recycling of
waste and recovery of all resources from the waste. The author is
convinced that waste and garbage is likely to be the central concern of
the metropolitan centres in 21st century.

Chapter 09: Waste: Perceptions of Dirt and Filth: The
stigmatization of social groups under some indicator of prejudice is a
phenomenon that is universal to all human societies. Within Indian
society, the structural opposition of pure/impure has played a crucial
role in hierarching social strata of the society.

Notwithstanding the development of scientific thought and the
growth of a rational spirit within modern Indian society, caste
constructions of dirt continue to stigmatize the schedule castes
undermining all efforts to demystify the prejudice and wipe out the
conception of dirt. Dirt and development are two of the most striking
characteristics of contemporary India. Dirt existing alongside of
development may seem contradictory.

Should not development begin to transform dirt into cleanliness?
Development nearly always produces dirt and dirt in India is primarily
not a result of growth and urbanization, rather it is a form of disorder
defined only in relationship to some system of order (Douglas,
2002: 22).

This chapter seeks to explore the different ways in which Indian
society had sought to legitimize the status of purity by establishing a
discourse of dirt that continues to regiment the human body and its
externalities. Only by understanding a society’s system of order can we
understand the nature of its dirt. If the elementary concern has been
social order, then the essential thing that had to be kept ordered — and
hence clean — was social categories.

Chapter 10: The Ragpickers and Garbage World: The
increasing consumption of goods has generated a huge volume of waste.
High unemployment, combined with proliferating amounts of solid waste,
and a growing global market for recycled materials, have created rapid
expansion of the work of collecting and selling trash. Ragpickers collect,
separate, classify, and sell all types of recyclable materials in the cities.



There are two types of scrap-collectors: the ragpickers, mostly
women, who collect garbage from dumping grounds, or from residential
areas, and the itinerant buyers who purchase scrap directly from
households, offices and shops. The informal and unorganized sector
workers are engaged in earning their livelihood on the solid waste and
garbage generated in the city.

The trash economy accounts for millions of rupees business every
year in the city. The rise of private players in the sector could complicate
challenges to the informal waste management sector, as garbage exists
on a massive scale in the cities like Mumbai. The recycling system in
India especially contains complicated contradictions. Ragpickers look for
improvised ways to handle and dispose of waste material so that they
can help to get two ends meet.

It would be hard to conceive of a more striking contrast in working
conditions within a single occupation than is provided by a comparison
of the ragpickers working in European cities and the ragpickers working
in other cities. Recent radiological accident in New Delhi’s Mayapuri
scrap market has raised question whether India is fast becoming a waste
dump in a globalized economy?

Chapter 11: Waste: Genetic Alteration of Mumbai: It is
important to trace the development of Bombay, the erstwhile port town
of 17th century to the present one of the international mega city.
Records point out that opium provided the Bombay bourgeoisie an
important source of accumulation since the beginning of the 19th
century.

In the early 19th century, Bombay was fast acquiring an easily
recognizable capitalist face. At the same time, colonial rule drew various
urban centres in India into a network of capitalist relations. From an
urban sociological perspective, Bombay represented not so much of a
colonial city with its colonial/indigenous spatial dualism.

Bombay, as an urban center, was a British creation. Opium had
opened up new possibilities for placing a hinterland at the disposal of
Bombay. Bombay being an island, expansion in all directions was out
of the question. One witnesses the appropriation of the hinterland for
the benefit of the metropolis via a favored urban center, i.e., Bombay.
Bombay was already a major administrative center with a tendency for
increasing population density.

It was rare for Bombay merchants to go in for investment in
agriculture. Indigenous enterprise in Bombay did not incline Indian
merchants towards large investments in agriculture. The development of



capitalism in Bombay was thus equipped to protect bourgeois
consumerism, in a world of topsy-turvy morality, merrily peddling
opium to the Chinese.

Chapter 12: Waste and the City Professionals: In this chapter,
we shall deal with Safai Kamgars (the sweepers and scavengers of the
city) who undertake collection and disposal of the solid waste material,
including human excreta, and garbage. They come from various parts
of India and majority of them work for ten hours or more a day.

The city of Mumbai with a population of about 14 million generates
around 11,530 tons of garbage including solid waste, e-waste and
debris every passing day. The Municipal Corporation rules mandate that
the Safai Kamgars should undertake separation of the waste and
garbage collected at source into six different categories and deliver it in
authorized receptacles.

It is tragic to note that two Safai Kamgars die every three days in
Mumbai because of the hazardous work that is required to be
undertaken by the Safai Kamgars including cleaning of choked gutters.
Safai Kamgars though perform essential tasks for the city dwellers,
remain utterly neglected. The chapter pleads that they should be
considered as the professionals of the city.

Out-of-control garbage crisis threatens the physical and economic
health of the city. Ultimately, any city or urban center is a state of mind.
From a practical point of view, in this regard, the concept of HEDOSS
needs to be studied in-depth, comprehend the issues related to Safai
Kamgars’ activities and impact of their services in the city (Vivek,
1998: 37).

Chapter 13: Psychogeography of Garbage: In this chapter, the
modernist readings on the use of open spaces in India need to be
questioned as several structural speculative analysis have their
foundations in a myopic observations made during colonial rule.

India was and continues — in the dominant grids of Western
perceptions — a place of ‘heat and dust’ wherein the natives (Indians)
remain ‘blind’ to the unwholesome aspects of their public places. Lord
Wellesley’s street policy for Calcutta minuted in 1803 embodies this
connection between order, public health, a particular aesthetics of the
cityscape and the refuse which was not recycled that was thrown
beyond the boundaries of the settlement.

The scene of the bazaar added yet another side to this perception of
the ‘Indian’ character: ever present dirt and disorder. Gandhi himself



once commented acidly on the ‘national character’ that expressed itself
on Indian streets (Parekh, 1989: 50). The cultural politics of transforming
open spaces into ‘public places’ requires a certain degree of divestment
of pleasure on the part of the people, the chapter observes.

The inside/outside dichotomy, therefore, is a matter of constant
performance in the exchanges of the bazaar. The duality of this space is
inescapable. It harbors qualities that threaten one’s well-being. Strangers
in the market embody these qualities impacting the mindset of the
general public.

Chapter 14: The Epilogue: This chapter is primarily the after-
thoughts on World of Garbage and Waste. Swatchh Bharat is not just
about looking and smelling good, it is fundamentally about hygiene.
Hygiene is a deep cleansing job that goes well below the level of
appearances. It is important to be aware of the difference hygienic
concerns that can bring to the Swatchh Bharat initiative. Once this
aspect is fully integrated into the scheme, the tourists will find India’s
looks fetching. But there is a lot more that comes with the package.

That is a good beginning to spruce up public spaces initiated by the
Prime Minister of India. Swatchh Bharat, properly speaking, is primarily
about hygiene, though this point is not as widely accepted as it should
be. This is probably because the inclusion of Swasth (health) in Swatchh
(clean) would require not just a higher order of commitment from the
state but also greater self-control among the citizens at large.

The volume concludes with the statement that if Europe looks
glamorous now it is because it became hygienic first. Swatchh Bharat
cannot but think along identical lines if it is to achieve its potential.


