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An Illustrious Life

There are few in this country who have not heard of
Jawaharlal Nehru. Motilal was his father and Swarup
Rani his mother. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit who was India’s

High Commissioner in England and ambassador in America and
Mrs. Krishna Huthisingh the famous writer were the two daughters
of Motilal. And Jawaharlal’s daughter was Mrs. Indira Gandhi, a
former Prime Minister of India. Thus every one in the Nehru
family attained fames.

A boyhood of poverty. In later life wealth, luxury and pomp
as those Princes could not match. An honoured guest of the
Emperor. And then, in later life, a great leader of India’s fight for
freedom. Motilal went to prison, too. His son was Jawaharlal
Nehru. His grand daughter was Shrimati Indira Gandhi.

The Family

As Motilal has proven to have been the head of a dynasty,
which would rule India for four decades, it is important to mention
what we learned about him during that period. Of course, the
interest of young Indians at that time was more to know about
the man who was the father of the charming and charismatic
leader, Jawaharlal Nehru.
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Motilal Nehru, a rich Kashmiri Brahmin, was quite
Westernised. He socialised with English friends, sent his children
to Christian missionary schools, and engaged European tutors to
provide his children with a head start in education. Although he
believed in the old Hindu tradition that the Brahmins had a divine
right to education he did not limit his children’s education to
Vedic teachings. He encouraged them to have a liberal education
and develop an open mind. Thus, he laid the foundation of a
secular India through the secular education of his children: a son,
Jawaharlal, two daughters; Vijaya Lakshmi and Krishna, as well
as his granddaughter, Indira Gandhi.

Once Motilal became one of the top leaders in the Indian
National Congress, he decided to break another Hindu tradition
which was that the Brahmins could only be advisors to Kshatriya
Kings and rulers. He declared to himself that from that time on
the Brahmins would also rule India. The Nehru dynasty has ruled
for thirty-nine years, through three generations.

Motilal was lord and master in his household according to
Hindu tradition. His wife, Swarup Rani, from Lahore, Punjab,
was a fine, loving homemaker and but a rather submissive lady.
Motilal began looking for a similar wife for his son while Jawaharlal
was still in England. Through some relatives, he found a suitable
match in a Kashmiri Brahmin family named Kaul, who had settled
in Delhi. The Kauls were well-to-do, but they were not Westernised
like the Nehrus, nor were they as glamorous and handsome.
However, their daughter, Kamala Kaul, was pretty and she won
the heart of Motilal.

He wrote to his son in England that the girl he had found for
his son would make their marriage quite happy and romantic.
Jawaharlal wrote back to his father,

“You express a hope that my marriage will be
romantic... I fail to sec how it is going to come about.
There is not an atom of romance in the way you are
searching out girls and keeping them waiting until
my arrival. The very idea is extremely unromantic...
but I have left the matter entirely in your hands.”
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Upon his return from England, Jawaharlal was married to
Kamala on February 8, 1916. He was twenty-six, she was seventeen
years old. In 1946, Nehru would write in his book. The Discovery
of India regarding Kamala that “She had no formal education, her
mind had not gone through the educational process. She came to
us as an unsophisticated girl. “According to Nehru family
standards, Kamala was not an equal and was not accepted by her
sister-in-law, Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit. As they were living in
the joint family house of Motilal, Kamala was often the subject
of unfavourable remarks by those in the Nehru family household.

Jawaharlal’s daughter, Indira, was born on November 19,
1917—the year of the Russian Revolution. She was not even five
years old when her father was sent to the British-Indian jails for
the cause of independence. As head of the family, Motilal first put
Indira in St. Cecilia’s school in Allahabad for a short time. But as
soon as the anti-British movement gained momentum, he had to take
her out of this missionary school and find private tutors for her.

Soon after, her mother developed tuberculosis. At the time,
no known cure existed for this disease; those afflicted with it
usually sought treatment at some sanatorium in the mountains.
On their doctor’s advice, Jawaharlal, Kamala, and Indira went to
Geneva in March of 1926 for a year or so. Indira attended schools
there, including the International School of the League of Nations,
where she learned French. Upon his return to India, Nehru was
again jailed for his role in the Independence Movement. While he
was incarcerated, he wrote long letters to Indira to teach her the
history of civilization as well as modem world history. These
letters were later edited and published as the book Glimpses of
World History, N.Y., 1960.

On February 5, 1931, Motilal died. It was a great loss for Indira
as he was her father figure and teacher while her own father was
away from home. With the head of the family gone, Indira was
first placed in a boarding school in Poona which was run by a
Parsi couple. She remained there until September of 1933. Then,
she attended the Vishva Bharati school at Shantiniketan, established
by Rabindranath Tagore, the Nobel laureate in literature. He was
a famous Indian philosopher, novelist, poet, painter, and a
wonderful teacher. Indira learned a great deal in the short time
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she spent there. She enjoyed the peace and tranquillity of the
place, and was at peace with herself for the first time in her life.
Of course Tagore, who had been a great friend of Mahatma Gandhi
and Jawaharlal Nehru, paid special attention to her.

Meanwhile, Kamala Nehru again fell ill and was taken from
Allahabad to the Bhowali sanatorium, near the Himalayan
Mountains. She was accompanied by her family doctor, Madan
Atal, and a young congress worker and family friend, Feroze
Gandhi. Indira would often visit Kamala at Bhowali, and it was
there that she developed a liking for Feroze, who was already in
love with her. He was a dashing, handsome young man, but his
being Parsi created a religious and caste barrier between them in
the eyes of both their families.

In 1935, Kamala’s condition deteriorated and doctors advised
her to return to Europe for treatment. Indira had to accompany
her, thus cutting short her stay at Shantiniketan. Due to his wife’s
serious illness, Nehru joined her after he was released from jail.
She died on February 28, 1936, at the age of thirty-six. Nehru
would write later on that, “Kamala and I were unlike each other
in some ways, and yet in some other ways very alike; we did not
complement each other.”

Of Kamala’s effect on her daughter, it would be written that:

“Indira had suffered with her mother through all the
humiliations the Nehru women had heaped on
Kamala from a very young age. Even as a young
child, Indira realised that her famous father did
nothing to lessen the humiliations and hurt that
Kamala had been subjected to in the Nehru household.
Jawaharlal was too preoccupied with fighting the
British for Independence.”

Indira’s close friend, Papul Jayakar, wrote in her biography,
published in 1992, that Mrs. Vajaya Lakshmi Pandit even remarked
that Indira was not pretty, according to Nehru standards. Remarks
like these, the humiliations of her mother at home, the loneliness
of a childhood spent without anyone else of her age in the family,
and her father’s absence from home left a lasting effect upon
Indira. Modern psychologists of today might conclude that the
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most powerful and charming woman of the twentieth century
was insecure at heart and unable to trust anyone completely. This
characteristic proved to be quite tragic in some ways for India,
whose destiny was left in Indira’s strong hands for seventeen years.

After Kamala’s death, Indira attended Badminton School near
Bristol, England and later moved to Somerville College, Oxford.
Feroze Gandhi was attending the London School of Economics.
Their friendship developed into a real relationship, leading to
their marriage a few years later. While in England, Indira met
many important people: Harold Laski, the guru of British Socialism;
George Bernard Shaw, Albert Einstein, and Krishna Menon. Most
of these people were admirers and friends of her father age, her
formal education suffered a great deal. She never stayed in one
school or college long enough to develop a solid educational
foundation and was constantly distracted, first by her mother’s
illness and then by the political events in India, which were being
shaped in part by her own father. Also, she was not happy with
the cold climate of England, and left Oxford without earning her
degree. Just before she left, she went on a European trip with her
father, and met important political leaders. It seems clear now that
it was at this point that her career in politics began.

Birth and Early Life

Pandit Motilal Nehru was born at Delhi, on May 6, 1861. He
was the son of Pandit Gangadhar Nehru who had been a Kotwal;
and died a few months before Motilal was born. His forefathers
migrated from Kashmir to British India.. The Kashmiri Brahmin
community to which he belonged number about 5,000 in British
India, Motilal was brought up under the loving care of his brother
Pandit Nandalal Nehru, who had been at that time practising as
a Vakil at Delhi.

Motilal was educated in a Muhammadan Mukhtabs till the
age of twelve and acquired a good working knowledge of Persian
and Arabic. Afterwords he joined the Government High School
at Cawnpore and passed the Entrance Examination in the first
division. At the Muir Central College, Allahabad where he
underwent his collegiate course, he was a favourite student of the
eminent educationist, Principal Harrison; and among his fellow-
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students at College were Sir Sundar Lal and Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya. Pandit Nehru, however, did not appear for the B. A.
Examination, having already chosen Law as his profession and
in the short period; of three months which he devoted to the study
of Law he attained efficiency enough to appear for the High Court
Examination and to top the list of the successful candidates.

Childhood in Hardship

Motilal was born on 6th May 1861. The great poet, Rabindranath
Tagore, also was born on the same day. Motilal was not fortunate
enough even to see his father. His father was Gangadhar and his
mother was Jeevarani. In 1857 during India’s first struggle for
freedom Gangadhar was a Police officer in Delhi. He escaped
from Delhi with great difficulty and came to Agra. Early in 1861
he passed away. A few months later Motilal was born. His elder
brother Nandalal who was then a junior lawyer in Allahabad
brought him up.

As a boy Motilal learnt Arabic and Persian languages. After
joining a College in Allahabad he attained proficiency in English
too. He was more interested in sports than in studies. He was very
hand- some and lively. Every one liked him. Thinking that he had
not done well in the first paper, he did not take the rest of the
B. A. examination. And he never got his B. A. degree.

Marriage

He married in the year 1882 Srijukta Swarup Rani Devi. Swarup
Rani was the daughter of an orthodox and pious Brahmin. She
was a gifted and accomplished lady, and proved herself a worthy
mate of her distinguished husband. Their conjugal life was a
happy one. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was their only son and Mrs.
Vijay Lakshmi Pandit and Miss Krishna Nehru were the two
daughters.

Doting Parents and Foreign Education

In 1927 Motilal Nehru tried to persuade Mahatma Gandhi,
the kingmaker of the Congress organisation, to make Jawaharlal,
his son, the Congress president. But Gandhi was not persuaded.
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To dissuade Jawaharlal, on 25 May 1927 Gandhi wrote to him,
‘We have lost hold of the masses, and it seems to me that if you
become President, you will be lost for one year at any rate to the
masses.’ Yet Gandhi wanted to know Jawaharlal’s own thinking
or inner desire. So he added that Jawaharlal might quite unselfishly
say, like Dadabhai or Macsweany, ‘Put the crown on my head.’
Gandhi assured Jawaharlal that if that was his desire, then that
would be carried out, but none the less Gandhi made his position
clear, ‘I do not myself see the way so clear as to make me force
the crown on you and plead with you to wear it.’

Finally Gandhi made up his mind that, in the context of the
deteriorating Hindu-Muslim relations. Dr. M.A. Ansari, the
nationalist Muslim leader, would be the best choice. So on 19 June
1927 he conveyed to Motilal his firm decision that Jawaharlal will
have to wait. ‘He is’, wrote Gandhi, ‘too high-souled to stand the
anarchism and hooliganism that seem to be growing in the
Congress... (but) the anarchy will spend itself before long and the
hooligans will themselves want a disciplinarian. Jawaharlal will
come in then.’

In 1928 Motilal again pleaded with Gandhi for his son, but
this time not so unequivocally as in the previous year. He said
in his letter of 11 July to Gandhi that Vallabh Bhai Patel, the hero
of the Bardoli satyagraha, was the first choice, but failing him
Jawaharlal was the next best choice. He conceded that Jawaharlal
had frightened many of the goody-goodies by his plain talk, but
then he described himself as a spent force and thought that he,
as also Gandhi, belonged to a race that would fast die out, so that
the struggle would have to be carried out by ‘men of Jawahar’s type’.

This communication of Motilal to Gandhi came as a bombshell
to many. J.M. Sen Gupta, a prominent leader of Bengal, where the
1928 Congress was to be held, wrote to Motilal on 17 July 1928
that Bengal was unanimous in wanting Motilal, that most of the
provinces also wanted him  and that it would be a great
disappointment if Motilal refused the crown. With regard to
Jawaharlal, Sen Gupta said, ‘I can well understand the feelings
of a father when his son is also in the field. But... you will... pardon
us for pressing you so much.
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Subhas Bose, who belonged to the younger generation and
who like Jawaharlal, but unlike Motilal, wanted complete
independence and not Dominion Status, also favoured Motilal.
Bose, in his letter to Motilal of 18 July 1928, mentioned in particular
that the fact that Motilal had been a leader of the Swaraj Party
and the further fact that he was trying to draft a Constitution
acceptable to all parties, made him indispensable and that it would
be almost disastrous if he declined the presidentship.

It was clear that most of the provinces wanted Motilal, but
then Motilal wanted Jawaharlal. If Motilal had not been insistent
about Jawaharlal, the latter would not have been in the Held. It
was the fond desire of the father that made the son a candidate,
but then to the people it appeared that the contest was between
the father and the son.

This situation was at once embarrassing and gratifying to the
father. On 19 July 1928 Motilal wrote to Sen Gupta that his
assessment that among the younger set Jawaharlal would be most
acceptable ‘has since been proved to be true, as is evident from
the fact that he and I are being mentioned almost in the same
breath. Mahatmaji wired to me that he agreed with me and was
recommending Jawahar in the Young India.’ But then Motilal
concluded by saying that both father and son are at the service
of the country.’ Motilal followed this up, on the same day, by
asking Gandhi to give his final decision, and added, ‘I like Sen
Gupta’s request to you to persuade Jawahar to retire. I think he
needs a lot of persuasion to prevent him from dung so.’

Eventually Gandhi’s choice fell on the father, not the son.
Jawaharlal’s hopes and expectations had, however, been roused.
So he confided to Dr. Syed Mahmud, with a tinge of regret, that
he was ignored not because of his youth but because of his radical
views.

In 1929 Motilal tried again. The ‘need of the hour is the head
of Gandhi and the voice of Jawaharlal. There are strong reasons’,
he wrote to Gandhi on 13 July 1929, ‘for either you or Jawahar
to wear the ‘crown’, and if you and Jawahar stand together, as
to which there is no doubt in my mind, it does not really matter
who it is that stands in front and who behind.’
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This third attempt of Motilal succeeded and Jawaharlal became
the president. But did he become the president on his own right
or because of the persistence of his father and the blessings of the
Mahatma? These thoughts preyed on young Jawaharlal’s mind;
and he ruefully observed in his Autobiography that he did not come
‘by the main entrance or even a side entrance, I appeared suddenly
by a trap-door and bewildered the audience into acceptance.’

But whatever the manner of the entry, Jawaharlal had entered
the centre of the political stage; he had arrived. And for this none
was happier than Motilal, who said that nothing made him prouder
than the (act that Jawaharlal was his son. So while handing over
charge to his son at Lahore in 1929 Motilal recited a Persian
couplet that what the father could not achieve the son would.

Gandhi, who was fond of Jawaharlal, wrote a handsome
panegyric for him. ‘In bravery he is not to be surpassed, who can
excel him in the love of the country?... And if he has the dash and
rashness of the warrior, he has the prudence of a statesman. A
lover of discipline...He is pure as crystal, he is truthful beyond
suspicion. He is a knight sans pew, sans reproche. The nation is safe
in his hands.’

On the occasion of Jawaharlal’s election, on 29 September
1929, Sarojini Naidu sent her poetic felicitation: ‘As I watched
your face... I felt I was envisaging both the Coronation and the
Crucifixion.... They are synonymous today specially for you,
because you are so sensitive and so fastidious in your spiritual
response.... I wonder if in the whole of India there was yesterday
a prouder heart than your father’s or a heavier heart than yours.’

How fond Motilal was of his son will appear from what he
wrote to a relative in 1928. If Jawahar’, he said, ‘lives for ten years
he will change the face of India. (But) such men do not usually
live long, they are consumed by the tire within them.’

Motilal’s prediction was very much off the mark, for Jawaharlal
lived not for ten years but for about thirty-six years after he made
this remark. But surprisingly Jawaharlal’s own prediction as to
how long he would live was precisely correct. In 1958 Jawaharlal
told M.O. Mathai, his private secretary, as the latter recalled in
My Days with Nehru, that he would live upto seventy-four years.
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He did just that and passed away in May 1964. But how was this
prediction made? Did Jawaharlal take the help of astrologers? No,
for the science-minded and rationalistic Jawaharlal was very much
allergic to the tribe of astrologers that flourished and still flourishes
in a seat of power like Delhi. Jawaharlal arrived at the figure by
merely making an average of the years that the male members
in the Nehru family had lived.

Motilal was a self-made man, and a worshipper of success.
Having risen from humble beginnings to the height of the legal
profession, he lived like a Prince. He had ability as well as ambition;
the former enabled him to found the fortunes of the Nehru family,
and the Utter induced him, on 26 July 1907, to write to his son,
who had been admitted to Harrow two years earlier, that though
people were proud to be connected with these institutions in
Jawaharlal’s case ‘it will be the institutions who will own you with
pride as one of their brightest jewels’. Motilal was happy to see
that the seeds of ambition that he implanted in the mind of young
Jawaharlal bore fruit in his own lifetime.

The Nehrus were Saraswat Brahmins from Kashmir, who
were honoured with the honorific of Pandit, man of learning.
Around 1716 Raj Kaul migrated to Delhi, probably at the instance
of Emperor Farrukhsiar, and was granted a jagir with a house by
the side of a canal. The Persian term for canal is nahar, and from
this was derived the name Nehru. Raul’s descendants came to be
known as Kaul-Nehrus. Later Kaul was dropped.

Jawaharlal’s grandfather Pandit Ganga Dhar Nehru was kotwal
or the police chief of Delhi. After the Mutiny, in 1858, Ganga Dhar
migrated to Agra. There, on 6 May 1861, Motilal was born
posthumously, Ganga Dhar having died three months earlier. The
task of looking after Motilal devolved on his two very much older
brothers, Bansi Dhar and Nandlal. As Bansi Dhar had a transferable
government service, it was really Nandlal who brought up Motilal.

Motilal’s mother tongue was Urdu and his second language
was Persian, but he was more interested in cricket, tennis and
wrestling than in studies. He appeared for the bachelor’s degree
of Allahabad University but thinking that he had not done well
on the first day, he skipped the other papers. Though Motilal
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could not get the bachelor’s degree, he topped the list in the High
Court Vakil’s or lawyer’s examination.

After functioning as a lawyer for three years in the district
courts of Kanpur, Motilal shifted his practice to the Allahabad
High Court. But soon thereafter Nandlal died and the task of
supporting a large joint family fell on his shoulders. But this crisis
also brought out the best in Motilal, and he exerted himself
overmuch to make good in the profession. Then success came to
him, as also pride. ‘The Nehrus, he seemed to convey,’ wrote
Vijaya Lakshmi, his eldest daughter, ‘without actually saying so,
were better than other people.’

When he started practice in Allahabad Motilal lived in the old
part of the city in a lane which was said to be haunted. As
Motilal’s practice improved, and when Jawaharlal was three.
Motilal shifted to a rented bungalow in the newer part of Allahabad.

Motilal was an affectionate but stern father. When Jawaharlal
was six he found in his father’s chambers two fountain pens on
the table and, thinking that one person could not require both,
he took one. When later the missing fountain pen was found in
Jawaharlal’s room, the angry Motilal severely beat his son so that
‘for several days various creams and ointments’, the son retailed
in his Autobiography, “were applied to my aching and quivering
little body.’

In 1900, when Jawaharlal was ten, Motilal, who was then
having a roaring practice, purchased Anand Bhawan, a palatial
house situated in the European part of Allahabad, and the family
shifted there. It was here that Motilal used to throw his sumptuous
parties and came to be known as the perfect host.

Motilal had a clear preference for the Western way of life.
‘Pilgrimage’, he declared, ‘should lead to the West, to Europe and
to America, in search of the key to progress.’ To his orthodox wife,
who was unhappy that Motilal did not participate in religious
ceremonies, he would say, ‘I do not have to go on pilgrimages
because my relations with Almighty are cordial. He understands
me.’ It is doubtful whether such remarks helped his wife to
understand Motilal; but then, as Vijaya Lakshmi wrote, ‘No two
people could have been more unlike each other than my parents.’
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In any event, as B.R. Nanda remarked in The Nehru, Motilal ‘was
too absorbed by the daily struggle here and now to bother about
the hereafter’.

Motilal was fond of riding and hunting, drinking and
entertaining. These needed money. Like all men Motilal wanted
money but, unlike most men, he was prepared to work hard to
get it. This is how Motilal explained his success in a letter to
Jawaharlal on 8 November 1905. But in doing so he left out two
other factors: his exceptional ability and his right connections
with judges, top bureaucrats and affluent clients.

About Motilal, Sir Crimwood Mears, the Chief Justice of
Allahabad High Court, said, ‘He had a profusion of gifts... and
as an advocate he had the art of presenting his case in its most
attractive form.... He had an exquisite public speaking voice and
a charm of manner which made it a pleasure to listen to him....
He was a delightful companion and wherever he sat at a table that
was the head of the table....’

Motilal lived well and was an epicure. On one occasion when
he was drinking claret, Jawaharlal, then a boy, rushed to his
mother saying that father was drinking blood. Motilal used to
have his drinks every evening except that he skipped them for
a month every year so that he might not get enslaved to a habit.

During the non-cooperation movement he temporarily gave
up drinking, but nevertheless the story persisted that Sir Harcoun
Butler, then Governor of the U.P., sent him regular supplies of
champagne in prison. In November 1957 Arthur Moore, a former
editor of The Stateman, claimed that Motilal himself had told him
this. Once while Motilal was dining with Sir Harcourt, Motilal
told the governor that one day he might be in prison. Pat came
Sir Harcourt’s reply, ‘Well, if that happens, I will see that you get
champagne.’ ‘It passed as a jest, but this, Motilal told me’, recalled
Moore, ‘is what happened. His first morning in prison an ADC
from Government House arrived at lunchtime with a half-bottle
of champagne wrapped in a napkin, and every single day of his
imprisonment this was repeated.’ But when Aldous Huxley, on
a visit to India, asked Motilal himself about the story, he said, ‘No,
it is not true. But in the good old days rivers of champagne must
have flowed between us.’
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In any event, after the non-cooperation movement was
suspended Motilal resumed his old habit, and in 1924 he, then the
leader of the Swaraj Party in the Central legislative Assembly,
referred to the drinks served at a party in his honour and justified
his partaking of the same by quoting a Persian couplet that if wine
was served free, then even a Qazi might drink. Report of the
speech appeared in many newspapers and caused a good deal of
consternation to Gandhi.

In the Anand Bhawan there were swimming pools, tennis
courts, well laid-out gardens and stables for horses. Motilal taught
all his children to ride, and Krishna, the younger daughter, was
taught to ride even at the age of three. Later, when on one occasion
she fell down while riding and came to her lather with blood
streaming from her head, Motilal curtly rebuked her saying that
she must never cry and keep a stiff upper lip like the British.

In the family Motilal’s word was law, for apart from being
the head of the family, Motilal also had a terrible temper. ‘I had’,
wrote Jawaharlal, in his Autobiography, ‘seen him lose his temper
with the servants and beat them, while I shivered with fright
mixed with resentment....His temper was indeed an awful thing
and I do not think I ever came across anything to match it.’

In Motilal’s family everyone except Swarup Rani, his wife,
was Westernised. Their conversation was a mixture of English
and Hindustani—’three sentences in one, two in the other with
a French word or two thrown in’. Their lifestyles was also English,
and in the Anand Bhawan though there was a Western wing and
an Indian wing, complete with two dining rooms and two kitchens,
it was the Western wing which had the pride of place. Six days
the family ate in the Western style, dressed in English clothes,
sitting in Victorian chairs at a dining table which could seat twenty-
four people, and on the seventh day and on Hindu festivals
they ate Indian food in the Indian manner sitting cross-legged
on the floor.

Motilal first visited Britain in 1899, when he was thirty-eight.
He then used to wear his formal cutaway coat of English broadcloth
and grey striped trousers and sported a handle-bar moustache.
Next year he went again to Europe. This time he brought with
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him an automobile, which Allahabad had never seen before; and
soon this was dubbed as ‘the machine of the devil’.

For defying Hindu taboos by crossing the black waters, Motilal
was asked to do prayaschit or go through a purification ceremony.
But Motilal did not take the matter with the seriousness which
conservative Hindus thought it deserved. To an orthodox uncle
Motilal even facetiously remarked, ‘I know you feel you will be
polluted if you eat at my table, but it won’t hurt you to drink a
whisky-and-soda with me.’

Orthodox Hindus shunned the company of the England-
returned Motilal. For this they had additional reasons: Motilal had
broken the Hindu taboos with regard to food and drink also. He
had Muslim and Christian cooks who prepared English food that
was served to European judges and civilians whom Motilal
assiduously cultivated. His friendship with these Europeans helped
him in his profession and gave him social status. Sir Frederick
James, one of these friends, described Motilal as a Grand Seigneur—
such as those who have appeared in all great epochs of history.... His
home... was the Mecca of all who enjoyed the good things of life.

Motilal had lost both a wife and a son before he married
Swarup Rani and the latter lost a son before Jawaharlal was born
on 14 November 1889. For eleven years Jawaharlal was the only
child in the family, for his sisters, later known as Vijaya Lakshmi
Pandit and Krishna Hathising, came much later. No wonder that
both parents doted on Jawaharlal.

Motilal wanted to give Jawaharlal the best education that
money could buy. He engaged two English governesses for him.
For a few months Jawaharlal was in a local convent school, but
later Motilal decided to complete his son’s education in India at
home. Jawaharlal’s education he entrusted to a Sanskrit scholar
and, more particularly, to F.T. Brooks. The Sanskrit scholar taught
Jawaharlal precious little, but between 1901 and 1904 Brooks
influenced Jawaharlal considerably. Brooks tried to inculcate in
his ward a taste for English classics. So Jawaharlal read Scott,
Dickens, Thackeray, Mark Twain and H.G. Wells. He enjoyed
Alice’s adventures in Wonderland, Rudyard Kipling’s Kim and
The Jungle Book, the tales of Sherlock Holmes, travel stories as also
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current novels like The Prisoner of Zenda. Brooks also set up a small
laboratory where Jawaharlal could conduct simple experiments
in physics and chemistry.

In 1905, when Motilal was forty-four, he took his wife and
son, then fifteen, to Britain and secured the latter’s admission at
Harrow. Before leaving Europe Motilal wrote to his son, In you
we are leaving the dearest treasure one has in this world and
perhaps in other worlds to come. It is not a question of providing
for you as I can do that, perhaps in a single year’s income. It is
a question of making a real man of you.... It would be extremely
selfish—I should say sinful—to keep you with us and leave you
a fortune in gold with little or no education.... I never thought that
I loved you so much as when I had to part from you.’

After returning to India Motilal wrote to his son, ‘Give me a
complete account of your first fagging day. I am so anxious to
know what menial services are extracted at Harrow from the only
and dearly beloved son of the man who employs more than 50
servants in India.’ Jawaharlal replied that besides lighting fires
and carrying messages he had to prepare the bath for senior
students.

Jawaharlal was not vastly impressed by Harrow or Britain,
because in the family house at Allahabad itself he had seen the
best of Indian and Western cultures. The school report of October
1906 said that Jawaharlal’s French grammar was inaccurate and
Latin poor, but that he was good at English and had brains. At
Harrow the teachers generally thought well of him. But Jawaharlal
did not think well of the Headmaster or of his room there which
he regarded as a miserable caged hovel.

When the Prince of Gaikwad left Harrow, Jawaharlal, by
virtue of his seniority, was entitled to his room which was much
better, but this was allotted by the Headmaster to another scion
of the princely order—a fact which did not endear the Indian
Princes or the Headmaster to Jawaharlal. He described the
Headmaster as ‘a stuffy old fellow’, who wanted only money for
his school. It is no wonder that ‘Joe’ Nehru, as Jawaharlal was
called, decided to leave Harrow for Cambridge a year earlier than
when the Headmaster had advised him to.
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Jawaharlal, however, was not quite at home at Harrow and in
March 1906 he wrote to his father, ‘I must confess I cannot mix
properly with English boys, my tastes are quite different. Here
boys, older than me and in higher forms than me, take great
interest in things which appear to me to be childish.... I almost
wish sometimes that I had not come to Harrow but gone straight
to the Varsity’. Harrow has been the school and playground of
Empire-builders.

Motilal, who wanted his son to serve the Empire as an I.C.S.,
had naturally sent him to Harrow. The son acquiesced in this
desire of the father, but then the future antagonist of the Empire
perhaps did not instinctively fit in with the Harrovian atmosphere.
After the British Empire was ended in India, in 1960 Nehru, as
Prime Minister, visited Harrow, but an article in The Harrovian
noted that the old school songs sung on that occasion somehow
did not seem to be inspiring enough. The article commented that
‘the songs, for once were out of place before the great philosopher,
ruler, agnostic, socialist, democrat, nationalist, at once the
Rousseau, the Robespierre and Napoleon of the new India.

At Harrow, where there were only four or five Indian students,
mostly from the princely families, Motilal was confident that
Jawaharlal would imbibe only the pure English culture and not
be contaminated by any Indian influence. But when Jawaharlal
moved to Cambridge, where there were many Indian students,
the danger of such contamination could not be ruled out altogether.
So Motilal hastened to warn Jawaharlal, ‘Do not get near the
Majlis or the Native club or whatever it is called.’ Jawaharlal did
not avoid the Majlis, but that did not, in any way, diminish
Jawaharlal’s infatuation for English culture and their way of life.

This does not mean that Jawaharlal did not react against the
discrimination that Indians had to face in England, for he noted
indignantly, in a letter to his father on 10 June 1911, that on
Convocation Day in Cambridge in 1911 for the Maharaja of Bikaner
and the Aga Khan, the recipients of honorary degrees, the
Chancellor did not get up, though he got up for every Anglo-
Saxon, recipient of such degrees. Further the Indian dignitaries
were, unlike others, not cheered when they received their degrees.
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But in spite of all this Jawaharlal had really no anti-British feeling,
and this he stated candidly in March 1922 when he stood his
second political trial. ‘I had imbibed most of the prejudices, he
confessed, ‘of Harrow and Cambridge, and in my likes and dislikes
I was perhaps more an Englishman than an Indian. I looked upon
the world almost from an Englishman’s standpoint... I was as
much prejudiced in favour of England as it was possible for an
Indian to be.’

Motilal was lucky that in England Jawaharlal did not develop
any anti-British feeling. But in those days all Anglophile parents
were not so fortunate. Aurobindo Ghose’s father left strict
instructions with the English family with whom Aurobindo was
staying that he should not be allowed to mix with Indians or come
under any Indian influence. But in England, while studying at
Cambridge, Aurobindo became a member of ‘Lotus and Dagger’,
a secret society pledged to terminate British rule in India through
revolutionary means.

Jawaharlal, who was much younger than Aurobindo, was,
however, not at all attracted by the terrorists or revolutionaries.
Jawaharlal was in England when in July 1909 Madanlal Dhingra,
the revolutionary, after assassinating Sir William Curzon-Wylie,
stated in court, ‘I admit... I attempted to shed English blood as
a humble revenge for the inhuman hangings and deportations of
patriotic Indian youths.... I believed that a nation held in bondage...
is in a perpetual state of war.

Since open battle is rendered impossible to a disarmed race,
I attacked by surprise.... As a Hindu I feel that a wrong done to
my country is an insult to God.... The war of independence will
continue between India and England so long as English and Hindu
races last....’ But Jawaharlal did not react to the Dhingra incident
at all. After Dhingra was sentenced to death and hanged, Lloyd
George, however, expressed to Winston Churchill his admiration
for Dhingra as a patriot and Churchill regarded Dhingra’s last
words ‘as the finest ever made in the name of patriotism and
compared Dhingra with Plutarch’s immortal heroes’.

In Britain Jawaharlal did not develop any revolutionary
outlook, though the reading of Meredith Townsend’s Asia and
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Europe made it clear to him that British rule in India would not
be permanent. Town send wrote that there was no natural affinity
between Europeans and Asians, that Europe could have no
permanent influence over Asia, that Britain could not hold on to
India for long, because Indians did not like the British, and because
India could be retained only by force, the kind of force that the
British used during the Indian ‘Mutiny’ of 1857, but then Britain
had no longer the energy or the ruthlessness to use such force any
more. This conclusion of Townsend appealed to Jawaharlal.

But in Britain, Jawaharlal, who was preparing for the I.C.S..
did not anticipate that in future he would play a political role and
so he took no interest in mastering the art of speaking in public.
While at Cambridge Jawaharlal never spoke at the Union, and
though he joined Magpie and Stump, the debating society, and
though failure to speak during a term entailed a fine, in a period
of three years Jawaharlal spoke only once.

Jawaharlal also hardly spoke at the Indian Majlis, which he
often attended. Palme Dutt recalls that Jawaharlal was the aesthetic,
rather than the political, type. In his Autobiography Jawaharlal
described his mood of the time as a seeker of pleasure, as a
devotee of a vague kind of Cyrenaicism.

Jawaharlal was impressed by the attack of William Morris on
the ugliness and exploitation of early capitalistic industrialism.
But here also, perhaps, it was the crusade of Morris against
capitalism from the artistic, rather than from the economic, point
of view that attracted Jawaharlal more.

Fabian socialism was very much in vogue at the time.
Jawaharlal attended a meeting of Bernard Shaw on Socialism but
he did not become a member of the Cambridge Fabian Society.

While in Britain Jawaharlal sympathised with the extremist
movement in India, yet he was pro-British rather than anti-British
at the time. In fact, he wanted to shift from Cambridge to Oxford
because Cambridge was ‘too full of Indians’ and, indeed, when
in 1912 Fenner Brodcway urged that Indians should claim
independence Jawaharlal privately commented that Brockway
was too much of an extremist.
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At Cambridge Jawaharlal chose physics, chemistry and
geology which could help him in competing for the civil service
examination. At Cambridge Jawaharlal did not do well in his
tripos examination, but none the less in India Motilal celebrated
the occasion with champagne and sent extra money to Jawaharlal
for a holiday in France.

Motilal wrote to his son constantly to inspire him in his studies
and make him fit for the I.C.S. He said in his letter of 20 December
1906, ‘Nothing will please me more than to have in you the first
Senior Wrangler of your year. The I.C.S. will then be child’s play
for you. Indeed, once Motilal sent to his son a picture of R.C. Dutt,
a distinguished I.C.S., who was a historian and the president of
the 1899 Congress, and wrote thereunder his hope: ‘Future
Jawaharlal Nehru.

But by the time Jawaharlal finished at Cambridge Motilal was
no longer interested in his son becoming an I.C.S. By then a
member of the Nehru family, Brijlal Nehru, had already become
an I.C.S., but he was posted at a faraway place, and Motilal did
not like that. Jawaharlal too was not sure that he would succeed
in the I.C.S. examination.

Furthermore, a judge of the Allahabad High Court told Motilal
that with his tremendous practice there was no point in not bringing
his son into the profession. So Motilal now thought that Jawaharlal,
with his schooling at Harrow and with a degree from Cambridge,
would be worth half a dozen civilians any day, and that, with his
support, Jawaharlal was bound to rise in the legal profession.

Jawaharlal was not much interested in law. He wanted to go
to a good Oxford College, but could not secure a suitable admission
there. So in October 1910 he moved to London to study for the
bar at the Inner Temple, as his father desired. But this he did with
some reservation saying in a letter to his father on 1 September
1910, that he would rather risk success at the Bar than go through
life as ‘a mere lawyer’, knowing only ‘the technicalities and
trivialities of law’. Motilal did not take this remark kindly and
replied on 22 September that no one was known to have succeeded
in law whose knowledge was limited to law alone. For the bar
finals Jawaharlal employed a coach, as he was not sure whether
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he would pass. But when he passed and was called to the bar in
June 1912, Motilal sarcastically remarked that though it was not
a great achievement Jawaharlal had succeeded in investing the
event with an importance it did not deserve.

Jawaharlal was a little less at home in London than at Harrow
or Cambridge. At Harrow he had played cricket but was not
included in its cricket team against Eton at Lords. There he
distinguished himself only in flying kites, which were sent to him
from India. And when ‘Joe’ Nehru—as he was known for
Jawaharlal was unpronounceable—left Harrow he was not much
missed. At Cambridge Jawaharlal played tennis and rowed, but
made no mark in such games. Indeed Jawaharlal did not like the
preoccupation with games that he found at Harrow, nor did he
feel at home in the imperialistic atmosphere at Cambridge, but
he relaxed in some measure in London in the midst of its Edwardian
opulence and luxury.

In London, while studying for the bar, Jawaharlal had enough
time to go to concerts and watch cricket at Lords. He was a gay
man of fashion and enjoyed his late suppers with champagne at
Savoy. Annually he spent, as will appear from Motilal’s letter to
Jawaharlal of 19 January 1911, £800, which in those days Indian
students spent in three years. Even so he lived beyond his means
and sometimes had to pawn his watch and chain. If he had £5,000
a year even then, he confessed to his father, he would still have
been in debt.

Motilal recognised his likeness in the lavish nature of his son
and was not altogether displeased, but he did not always accede
to Jawaharlal’s imprudent requests. He turned down Jawaharlal’s
extravagant request for money to purchase a motor car in the very
first year of his stay at Cambridge. But even without the car
Jawaharlal lived like the son of an Indian Prince, and his condition
in London could well be contrasted with that of Vallabh Bhai Patel
who, between 1910 and 1913, used to walk from his lodgings to
Middle Temple and back and did not even board a public transport
vehicle for covering this distance.

While Jawaharlal was in England Swarup Rani used to write
letters showering on her son all her affection. Swarup Rani was
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orthodox and uneducated and did not learn English, in spite of
Motilal’s entreaties. She was afraid however that Jawaharlal, after
his education abroad, would lose his respect for her. Jawaharlal
replied that it was worse for an educated man to behave in such
a manner.

Swarup Rani used to send Indian sweets to Jawaharlal which
generally turned stale when they reached England. Oftentimes
she complained about Motilal’s behaviour, jawaharlal dealt with
such letters diplomatically. He soothed his mother, but took no
sides. Gradually Jawaharlal’s weekly letters to her became shorter.

But Jawaharlal loved his mother dearly. Long afterwards, in
April 1932, when Jawaharlal learnt in jail that his mother was
beaten up by the police for taking part in a procession in Allahabad,
he was shocked beyond measure and wrote, ‘The thought of my
frail mother lying bleeding on the dusty road obsessed me, and
I wondered how I would have behaved if I had been there. How
far would my non-violence have carried me? Not very far, I fear.

Motilal by his letters wanted to inspire Jawaharlal to do well
in his studies and also to guide him in his social behaviour.
Generally Jawaharlal did as he was told, though sometimes after
some epistolary protest or reservation.

In England Jawaharlal was not much interested in politics,
though he knew more about it than the ordinary English boy at
Harrow. Reaching London by train from Dover in May 1905 he
was elated to read in the newspapers of the victory of Japan, an
Asiatic power, over Russia, in the naval battle in the Strait of
Tsushima. In 1906 when the Liberals, under the leadership of
Campbell-Bannerman, were swept to power he, unlike most
Harrow boys, knew the names of the members of his Cabinet.
Jawaharlal did not expect much from the Liberals, but he felt
instinctively that for India the Conservatives, with their oft-
expressed views about racial superiority and the imperial mission
of the British, would be worse.

As a boy in India Jawaharlal had listened from Mubarak Ali,
a retainer in their household, about Indian heroism during the
Sepoy Mutiny, the ‘first war of independence,’ and had dreamt
of how sword in hand he would fight for Indian freedom. So he
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was always elated whenever news came of an Indian standing up
against the insulting or overbearing behaviour of Englishmen in
India. Accordingly, the anti-partition movement of Bengal in 1905,
when the words swaraj, swadeshi and bandemataram were in the air,
stirred his imagination. Motilal wrote to Jawaharlal in November
1905 that bandemataram had become a common form of salutation
even in Allahabad, so he might return to a India which was more
Indianised than ever before.

Motilal, the moderate, took no pan in the extremist movement
that synchronised with the anti-partition agitation. He attended
the Calcutta Congress in December 1906 to oppose the extremist
demand for self-government, and in 1907 when Tilak visited the
United Provinces he denounced his ‘wild and revolutionary’
propaganda. He mocked at the extremists of Bengal and called
their leader, Bipin Chandra Pal, the bathroom hero of Bengal.
Motilal sided with Gokhale, whose integrity impressed him, and
he regarded the extremists as being utterly irresponsible. Indeed,
the extremist path of non-cooperation would not only have affected
the practice of Motilal, the affluent lawyer, but the same was also
repugnant to his constitutional convictions and inclinations.

Motilal thought that socially speaking the revival of Indian
nationalism in 1905-7 was reactionary. Though Jawaharlal did not
go that far, he, unlike many radical nationalists, was in favour of
social reform. So Jawaharlal expressed his spontaneous admiration
for Motilal’s speech at the Social Conference in 1909 where he
condemned the two ‘ugliest blots on our social system—caste
and purdah’.

But, unlike Motilal, Jawaharlal, like most young men of those
days was sympathetic to the extremists and admired Bal
Gangadhar Tilak. And he told his father that he was ‘immoderately
moderate.’ Indeed on 2 January 1908 he wrote that the moderates
were not the natural leaders of the country and that in a few years’
time there will be no moderate left in India. Jawaharlal ridiculed
the belief of the moderates that there would be chaos and anarchy
if the British left India and he indignantly drew his father’s attention
to the comment in a Saturday Review, a British journal, that some
million generations will be necessary to educate Indians up to the
requisite colonial standard. Accordingly he asked his father to
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read sympathically Sydney Brooks’ The Sew Ireland delineating the
Sinn Fein strategy which was not dissimilar to the method of the
extremists.

But Jawaharlal’s radicalism was confined to the letters to his
father. He did not participate in nationalist politics as some Indian
students did in London. Indeed when he wrote some of these
letters neither he nor his father had yet given up the idea of his
competing for the Indian civil service, the steel frame of the British
administration. Even though Motilal did not relish some of these
letters, he did not take them too seriously. He remained with the
moderates during the Surat split of 1907 and attended the King’s
Delhi Durbar in December 1911, properly dressed in clothes bought
for him in London by none other than Jawaharlal himself.

Motilal did not conceal his amusement that he had not been
invited to the durbar, but had received the command of His
Gracious Majesty King-Emperor George V to be in attendance in
Delhi’. But, sometime thereafter, when news reached Jawaharlal
that a knighthood might be conferred on Motilal, he hastened to
write to him that a knighthood was ‘not worth very much
nowadays in England; even a peerage is now hardly a thing to
shout about’. Motilal then assured his son that he did not care for
a title. Though Motilal was not knighted, he at least had travelled
a long way since January 1908 when his son could rather
impertinently write to him, ‘I wonder if the insulting offer of a
Rai Bahadurship or something equivalent would make you less
of a moderate than you are.

Jawaharlal sympathised with the extremists, but Bipin Pal,
the extremist leader, did not impress him, because Pal thundered
before a small audience in Cambridge treating it as a public
meeting and also because he spoke of India’s spiritual mission,
of Indians as a chosen race and of India as God’s chosen country.

In England Jawaharlal was an agnostic. Indeed, as a young
boy in India Jawaharlal was not brought up in a religious
atmosphere. His father and elder cousins, unlike the women in
the house, used to treat religion humorously, rather than seriously.
So religion seemed to him to be a woman’s affair. It is only after
Brooks became his teacher and talked to him about religion that
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religion appeared to him to be mysterious and fascinating and to
hold the ‘key to the secrets of the Universe’.

Brooks tried to develop in Jawaharlal a love of theosophy. So
at the age of thirteen Jawaharlal asked his father’s permission to
become a theosophist. Motilal, an atheist, was amused, but gave
his permission. Jawaharlal was initiated by Annie Besant, the
great theosophist, at a solemn ceremony at Banaras. When
Jawaharlal became a theosophist he developed ‘the flat and insipid
look which sometimes denote piety and which is (or was) often
to be seen among theosophist men and women’. But after Brooks
left Jawaharlal’s interest in theosophy also waned.

To the ceremonial or ritual side of religion, however, Jawaharlal
was never attracted. As a child he would sometimes accompany
his mother or aunt to the Ganges for a dip, visit some temples in
Allahabad or in the holy city of Banaras itself or go to see a sanyasi,
but none of these things left any impression on his young mind.
Further, neither as a student in England nor in later life could
Jawaharlal think of a personal god or of a deity in anthropomorphic
terms. The diversity and fullness of nature stirred him and
produced a harmony of the spirit, and he could imagine himself
at home in the old Indian or Greek pantheistic atmosphere ‘but
minus the conception of God or Gods that was attached to it’.

As a student in England Jawaharlal developed Russellian
scepticism. There he was influenced by the writings of Walter
Pater and Oscar Wilde and his philosophy of life was partly
Cyrenaic. So the ancient Greek ideal of harmonious development
of all faculties and the pagan view instinctively appealed to him.
In later life, in 1961, he put his instinctive feeling in these words,
‘I am not a religious man, but I am a pagan. I am not prepared
to be sat upon by anyone nor shall I sit upon others and force them
to think with me. That is paganism.’

As a student in England and also later Jawaharlal liked and
enjoyed the good things of life. The ascetic view of life did not
attract him, except perhaps only for a short period during 1920
to 1922, when he was an earnest, humourless, orthodox and an
almost whole-hearted disciple of Gandhi. Otherwise Jawaharlal
never cared for renunciation or sacrifice for their own sake, and,
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indeed, in 1936, he said, ‘I have not consciously renounced anything
that I really valued.

Though Jawaharlal, who inherited his father’s atheistic instinct
rather than his mother’s religious urge, was not attracted to
religious dogmas and beliefs, yet he read, in later life, many
religious classics. The sheer beauty of some passages would hold
me. And then’, he wrote, ‘a phrase or sentence would suddenly
leap up and electrify me and make me feel the presence of the
really great. Some words of the Buddha or of Christ would shine
out with deep meaning.... There was a compelling reality about
them....So I felt sometimes when I read about Socrates or the
Chinese philosophers and also when I read the Upanishads and
the Bhagavad Gita.’

But in England Jawaharlal did not develop a pronounced
view on any religious, political or other matter. There he had a
good education and developed a sensitive intellectual nature and,
after seven years, when he returned to India in August 1912, still
uncommitted and non-aligned to any ideology, he deprecatingly
described himself as ‘a bit of a prig with little to commend me?
But though England did not help Jawaharlal to develop any definite
philosophy, she greatly influenced him. ‘Personally’, he wrote in
his Autobiography, ‘I owe much to England in my mental make-
up ever to feel wholly alien to her. And do what I will, I cannot
get rid of the habits of mind, and the standards and ways of
judging other countries as well as life generally, which I acquired
at school and college in England.

Wealthy Lawyer

Motilal had not a scrap of property. Nor did he get his B. A.
degree. What was he to do next? Deciding upon the legal profession
he entered for the examination in law. He studied hard and got
the first place. In 1883 he started practice as a lawyer in Cawnpore,
working as a junior in the office of Preethinath, a senior advocate
and a family friend of the Nehru.

Later, because of his sincerity, diligence and intelligence,
Motilal became an outstanding lawyer. Added to these qualities
was his magnetic personality. Very soon he made a name as a very
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able lawyer. Clients came in search of him. Offering- fabulous fees
they entreated him to take up their cases. A case relating to a lady
called Rani Kishori used to fetch him twenty-five thousand rupees
a month. The case dragged on for thirty years. When it was
concluded he received a lakhs and fifty two thousand rupees in
a lump sum – No other lawyer in the world would have so ably
handled this very tough case,” said Sir Grimwood Mears, the
judge. This case testifies to the abilities and the efficiency of Motilal.
When he was an old man of 62, he was earning two thousand
rupees a day by way of fees.

Motilal was barely twenty when he was married. His wife
bore him a baby. But both the mother and the baby died. Sometime
later Motilal married again. His second wife Swarup Rani was
from a Kashmiri family. She was very sweet looking. Life in
Motilal’s house was very happy and gay.

Their first born, a son did not live long. The second one, a son
again, was born on 

November 14,1889. This son was Jawaharlal Nehru. Vijaya
Lakshmi was born in 1900, and Krishna in 1907.

In the Lap of Glory

Motilal was a very generous man. Petty thoughts or mean acts
were miles away from him. As money poured in through one
door, it flowed out, like the Ganges in full spate, through another.
As his income rose his style of living also changed. He bought a
big bungalow on the outskirts of Allahabad. It was named Anand
Bhavan. He added to its grandeur with an indoor swimming pool
and lovely gardens.

The swimming pool was brightly lit with coloured electric
lights. People used to come in large numbers just to see this
splendid sight. All the children learnt swimming.

Select furniture to furnish Anand Bhavan and a variety of
Dresden china and Venetian glassware were brought from London
and Pads. A motor car also was brought. It was the first car in
the district. Motilal himself used to drive it. The family had scores
of servants of all communities.
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Motilal was very fond of horses. He invariably bought and
took home every good horse he saw. There were five or six Arab
horses, and coaches in the house. Children rode on horse back
even before they started walking. There were several hunting
dogs at home. Hunting in the nearby hilly woods on horseback,
with a gun on the shoulders, to avoid boredom at home was
common. The house was a veritable free feeding centre. There
were three kitchens. There used to be a dinner party every evening.
Friends and big officers both Indian and English including even
the Lieutenant Governor were the guests. Hindus, Muslims and
Christians all mixed freely. They were served according to their
religious customs. Motilal was not a vegetarian. Foreign drinks
were poured in abundance. People considered an invitation to
these parties as a signal honour. Every party providing not only
excellent food but also sparkling conversation. Motilal would
charm the guests with his lively table talk and jokes.

Western Influence

Motilal had made six trips to Europe; he had taken his family
too. Once he went to Russia with his family. After every visit to
Europe he came back more westernised. He brought from England
a governess by name Hoover to teach English to his children. She
lived with the children in the same house. Motilal encouraged
every one in the family to speak in English. Three rooms were set
aside for Motilal’s clothes of different styles and fashions. Whenever
he visited London or Paris he would bring new suits, hats and
shoes. Reputed tailors used to make his suits.

In spite of his aping the western ways of life se much, he never
bowed to western people. He always maintained his self-respect
and conducted himself as one equal to them. They also treated
him with great respect.

Daughter’s Birthday Party

Once he went to Germany with his wife and his daughter
Vijaya Lakshmi. ‘Nanny’ was his affectionate name for his
daughter. She was then five years old. They were put up in a hotel
in Bedems, a small town. He wanted to celebrate his daughter’s
birthday grandly. He hosted a tea party in the hotel for ali the
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children of the town. The children called Nanny an Indian Princess
and shook hands with her and played and danced with her. The
whole town was there to see the gala celebrations. The hotel
premises were crowded. The hotel-keeper and the guests showered
flowers on Nanny. She walked about with the dignity of a princess.
It was all very exciting. Motilal was beside himself with joy.

Swarup Rani, the wife of Motilal did not like western ways
much. She observed Hindu customs. She never failed to celebrate
a Hindu festival. Motilal also used to take part in these religious
celebrations.

British Emperor’s Guest of Honour

The coronation of King George V was celebrated with great
pomp in New Delhi in 1911. Kings and Princes, titleholders, high
officers and dignitaries were invited to the royal court. To
accommodate the guests a new township sprung up over an area
of 25 squire miles near Delhi. All modem amenities were provided.
The Emperor invited Motilal and his family. With his wife and
two daughters Motilal travelled in a special train to Delhi. His tent
was next to that of the Lieutenant governor who had been asked
to look after Motilal. 

Motilal had been told what clothes he should wear for the
royal court. Jawaharlal was studying in England then. He got the
clothes; socks, gloves, shoes and hat specially made in London
and sent them to his father. A renowned specialist had made each
article.

Short Tempered

Motilal’s was a dynamic personality. His power and his anger
were those of a volcano. Once at a dinner party in his house one
of the attendee’s wiped a plate with the sleeve of his shirt. Motilal
noticed it. He got terribly angry. He rushed to the man and started
pummelling the poor fellow. Wiping a plate with his shirt sleeve
instead of a towel was his entire fault. It was only after servant
apologised profusely that Motilal cooled down.

Darling Son

Jawaharlal was the only son of his parents. Naturally both
father and mother doted on him. Motilal wanted his son to be a
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great man. He feared that his son might get spoilt if he mixed with
other boys. So his children were educated at home. An English
governess was engaged to teach English and a Muslim mould to
teach Arabic and Persian. The children were experts in horse
riding, swimming and riding bicycles.

Motilal feared that too much pampering might spoil his son.

Once it happened that Motilal had left two pens on his writing
table. ‘How could father need two pen?” thought the innocent
Jawaharlal and put one into his pocket. “Who took my pen?”
Motilal started enquiring. He was furious. Jawahar was afraid to
tell the truth. He ran to his mother and hid himself behind her.
Motilal pulled him out and whipped him; welts rose on the boy’s
back. The father felt miserable at what he had done. He himself
applied healing ointments to the welts.

Son in England

It was customary for aristocrats in England to send their
children to the Harrow Public School. Motilal also decided to put
his son in that school. Jawaharlal was then fifteen. 

Motilal went to England with his family and got his son
admitted to Harrow Public School.

After completing his studies in this school Jawahar joined
Cambridge University. He passed in the second class. Then he
studied in a law college and got a degree. The father thought that
his son should study for the Indian Civil Service (I.C.S.)
Examination. But for this Jawaharlal would have to stay in England
for another two years. But the parents could not bear to be separated
from their son so long. Moreover Indian students were treated
unfairly at this Examination, because of colour prejudice. For
these reasons Motilal asked his son to return to India.

Thousands of rupees had been spent on the son’s education.
Jawahar used to spend all the money sent to him. Once he lent
some money to an Indian student who was in trouble. It was
never paid back. So he was hard up for money. He wrote to his
father asking for more money. The father got angry. He wrote
back, “How did you spend so much money sent to you? Send me
detailed accounts for six months. “The son also lost his temper.
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“Do you expect me to write down how much I spent on buses or
trains, on books, and snacks? Should I account for every pie? I
can’t do it. If you have trust in me, send me money, otherwise,
don’t. I shall work as a porter even and earn my maintenance and
complete my education,” so he wrote back curtly.

Motilal felt unhappy for having wounded his son’s feelings
with his letter. He spent a sleepless night. Finally he wrote to his
son, “it is not that I want to leave you enormous property. Is it
money or love, you shall never have to suffer for want of either.
You alone are the most invaluable treasure for me in this world.
What you may earn labouring hard throughout a year, I can earn
in a day. For whom should I earn so much? Don’t you worry? I
shall send as much money as you want.” And he sent the money.
The son was dear as his own life.

While studying in Cambridge Jawahar wrote to his father
asking for a car. Motilal could easily afford it. But he had been
reading in newspapers about car accidents. So he wrote back, I
can get you a car. But I will be ever in anxiety haunted by the
thought that you might meet with an accident. So do not think
of a car now.”

In the World of Politics

When Jawahar was studying in England father and son used
to write long letters to each other. They wrote not only about
matters relating to their home and family but also about the affairs
of the nation. Motilal would often send newspaper cuttings about
important events. He was not interested in politics. But the son
had a keen interest in it. While the son was radical demanding
quick changes, the father was a moderate preferring slow
and steady progress.

Gradually Motilal also was dragged into politics. When
Gokhale visited Allahabad in 1907 he was the guest of Motilal.
When he gave a public lecture Motilal presided over it. When it
was decided to convene a meeting of the moderates. Motilal had
to take the chair Motilal criticised the Government in his speech.
But his son in England felt that the criticism was very mild.
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Lala Lajpat Rai, popularly known as the Lion of Punjab, was
a great patriot. He was arrested and sent to Mandalay by the
British Government in 1907. This enraged both the father and the
son. “Could we ever cooperate with such a government?” said the
son. There was a good deal about Indian politics in the letters
between the father and the son. The difference of opinion between
the 18 - year-old son and the 48-year-old father were becoming
sharp. Once about an article written by his father Jawaharlal
wrote in his letter to him, had I not known you so very well, I
would have thought this article had been written by a very loyal
subject of the King.”

“Boys should be boys” replied the father.

In 1910 Motilal contested the election to the Legislative
Assembly of the United Provinces and won. From the very first
day he attended the Assembly session, he started questioning the
decisions and policies of the government. “How many Police
reporters sent by the Government to political meetings know
short hand?” Questions of this sort would often embarrass the
government. Motilal would fearlessly criticise the government in
his speeches.

Some people started a journal called ‘The Leader’ to keep the
public properly informed of all that was happening in the country.
Madan Mohan Malaviya was its editor. The first Chairman of the
Board of Directors was Motilal.

In July 1912 Jawaharlal returned to India.

A Home of Joy

After returning from England, Jawaharlal started his legal
practice as junior to his father. On 8th February 1916, Jawaharlal
married Kamala, the daughter of Jawaharmal Kaul. The
celebrations were spread over ten days and there was great pomp
and splendour. After their return to Allahabad there were banquets
for several days.

Difference of Opinion, between Father and Son

Jawaharlal returned from abroad; he brought with him a
political storm too. Father and son used to exchange views. The
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son was fiery. The father was moderate in his approach.
Jawaharlal’s stand was radical. No country should be a slave to
another; there should be no slavery anywhere in the world; all
countries should live in freedom -this was Jawahar stand. India
should have freedom in internal matters, but should remain
within the British Empire, argued Motilal. There were frequent
debates between the two. 

Sometimes the debate would be quite hot and sometimes
mild. The father feared that his son might support violence. The
mother Swarup Rani was afraid that the angry father might expel
the son. Naturally Kamala was worried. The children were scared.
The happy atmosphere of Anand Bhavan had been true to its
name, but for some time it was disturbed.

Then Came Gandhi

Gandhiji returned to India from South Africa in 1915. Because
of his brave-fight against the unjust treatment of the coloured
people by the whites and their Government in South Africa,
Gandhiji was already known as a great leader. Motilal and
Jawaharlal came to know him. This new friendship changed the
course of the Nehru family.

In 1919 Gandhiji became the national leader of the fight for
freedom. He gave definite shapes and direction to the agitation
against the unjust Rowlatt Act imposed by the British Government.
Jawahar liked very much the idea of courting imprisonment by
participating in the national movement. But his father’s reactions
were different. Could any one get rid of the Government by
merely launching Satyagraha and going to jail? He doubted it
very much.

Besides, Motilal was worried about one thing. If his son also
took part in the Satyagraha (nonviolent non-cooperation), and
went to prison, he would have to eat the unhealthy food served
there, and sleep on the hard floor. Should the son, who was brought
up in such utmost comfort as even Princes envied, suffer this?

Motilal tried sleeping on the bear and hard floor to experience
what it was like. After this he was even more worded to think of
his son’s lot in the prison.
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He knew that his son was eager to become a follower of the
Mahatma. So he decided to go straight to Gandhiji and express
his distress. Though they’re political views differed, there had
developed a sweet friendship between them. Motilal was older
by eight years. “Please advise my son properly. Do not allow him
to join Satyagraha. I cannot live if I am separated from him. It is
after many years that my son and daughter-in-law have come
home,” appealed Motilal to the Mahatma.

Gandhiji knew Motilal’s great love and attachment to his son.
He told Jawaharlal, “Look here, Jawahar, you know how much
your father and mother love you. Do not do anything that may
make them unhappy. You have returned to India just now. You
better study the conditions here very Well. Don’t be in a hurry.
There is ample time to serve the nation. Wait a little and go slow.”

Jawahar heeded the words of the Mahatma, and did not
immediately jump in to the fight.

Atrocities of the British Government

The historic Jallianwala Bagh tragedy took place on 13th April
1919. A public meeting  had been called there that evening.
Government issued orders prohibiting it. Still people gathered.
General Dyer of the British army learnt this news. He wanted to
teach the people whom he considered as law breakers a good
lesson. He went to the spot with armed soldiers. The meeting
place was a small open area surrounded by a wall. Thousands of
people had gathered there. All on a sudden the General gave
orders to fire at the mob. Bullets were showered. People could not
even run away because of the high wall.

The dead bodies piled up. After this, marshal law was imposed.
People were subjected to tortures in addition to humiliation.

Eyes Opened

The government appointed a commission to enquire into this
incident. The Congress boycotted this commission. It appointed
its own Enquiry Committee. Mahatma Gandhi, Motilal Nehru,
Chittranjan Das and some others were among its members. This
committee conducted the enquiry and gave a two - volume report,
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which was published. The monstrous act of the government was
severely condemned. After this great tragic incident, Motilal lost
all faith in the Government.

The same year the All India Congress Session was held in
Amritsar. Motilal was elected President of this session. He
condemned outright the Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the policies
of the government. He was not allowed to argue in the court in
defence of two persons. They were innocent but yet they were
sentenced to death. Motilal’s faith in the Government was shattered
to pieces.

The Calcutta Congress Session passed a resolution to launch
a non-cooperation movement. People were advised to boycott
courts, government schools and legislative assemblies. The lawyers
were to give up their profession and never cooperate with the
Government. The Congress appealed to all people to wear Khadi
and to encourage native products. Foreign things were to be
boycotted.

Goodbye to Luxury

Motilal’s monthly income as an advocate amounted to
thousands of rupees. The clients who were very rich used to wait
anxiously for Motilal to accept their cases. They were happy if he
agreed to take up their case. In spite of all this Motilal gave up
his practice in accordance with the resolution of the Congress. He
quit the Legislative Assembly and stopped sending his daughters
to school. The entire expensive western clothes? Vessels, crockery
and the furniture were removed from the house. Some of the
things were sold. Some of the things were given as gifts. Some
others were burnt. All the members of the family began wearing
Khadi clothes. The horses were sold. The number of servants was
reduced. A life of luxury and pleasure gave place to a simple and
austere life. But Motilal said it was no lowering of their status but
in fact, an elevation. So enormous was Motilal’s wealth that even
prices could not equal him. But now, he found in a life of sacrifice
and simplicity, such happiness, as he had never experienced before.
A strong will and determination, patriotism and great love for
and attachment to his son - these sustained him in the new way
of life.
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Jawaharlal began taking more and more interest in politics.
He travelled in third class compartments in trains. His father
could not bear even this.

The Consequences

The expenses were cut down; but yet money was needed to
maintain the family. But its bank balance was waning. There was
no income as Motilal had given up his practice. He had to borrow
money. Seeing this a rich man known to Motilal came forward
to give financial help. Motilal’s pride and sense of self-respect
would not allow him to accept such help. Could a tiger feed on
grass?

One client offered a fee of one lakh and entreated Motilal to
take up his case. Going to a court of law was against the principle
of non-cooperation. Motilal’s little daughter was then sifting by
his side. He asked her, “What do you say, my dear, shall I take
this money?”

“No, daddy, don’t,” said the little o And that was a command.

Jawaharlal was not earning. He was then the Secretary of the
Congress. He could have got a salary. Even Gandhiji told him to
take it. But Motilal did not consent.

To the Prison

At this time the Prince of Wales was coming to India. The
government had planned a grand welcome to him. The Congress
declared a boycott of all the functions in connection with his visit.
Both the father and the son carried on a campaign in favour of
the boycott. It was a great success.

The government was furious that of all people Motilal who
had been once invited by the British Government as an honoured
guest should take such a stand. Several charges were levelled
against both the father and the son. They were kept under house
arrest. When they neither yielded nor sought a compromise the
government finally arrested them. The officer who came to serve
the arrest warrant grew nervous and began stammering. The trial
was just a farce. Neither of them took any interest in it.
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During the trial Motilal was fondling his granddaughter Indira
in his arms. Both the father and the son were sentenced to six
months’ imprisonment, and ordered to pay a fine of a hundred
rupees each. Carpets and other articles worth thousands of rupees
were taken away from Anand Bhavan because Motilal and
Jawaharlal were sent to Lucknow jail.

Motilal had once been arguing that India should enjoy
dominion status within the British Empire. The same British
Government had taken away his personal freedom. When Motilal
had to attend the Emperor’s court in Delhi, he had got his clothes
and footwear from England, now the same man went to jail with
his son as a freedom fighter.

Released from Jail

Thousands of Satyagrahis followed their leader to jail. Gandhiji
had fixed a date for starting the No Tax Disobedience Movement.
But the violent turn at Chauri Chaura in Uttar Pradesh came as
a big set back. A mob of excited peasants set fire to the Police
station and 22 men were burnt in it. Gandhiji was deeply pained
at this incident.

He thought that people had not learnt to give up violence, and
did not understand the nature of non-violence. So he decided to
suspend the civil resistance movement.

Motilal and Chittranjan Das who came to know of this in jail
were upset. Still Motilal knew that India badly needed Gandhi’s
guidance. After being released from the jail, he came out and
supported Gandhi’s stand.

The Congress appointed a special commission to find out how
successful the non-cooperation movement had been. Motilal was
made its Chairman. He travelled all over India to collect
information. His findings were that India was not yet ready for
a non-violent movement. But this report was not accepted by all.
So there was a rift in the congress.

Leader of the Opposition

There was no party, which could play the role of a powerful
opposition in the Legislative Assembly. So it was easy for the
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government to get even unpopular laws passed. This should not
be allowed, thought Motilal, C.R. Das and some others; they
should enter the Legislative Assembly as elected members to oppose
the government. This led to the formation of the Swaraj Party.

Motilal first became the Secretary and later the President of
this party. He became the Leader of the Opposition in the Central
Legislative Assembly. Government had to experience many defeats
at the hands of the leader. But the Viceroy had the power to
approve the bills, which were rejected by the Assembly. So the
bills became laws. Therefore the opposition did not gain anything
by winning. Launching the non- cooperation movement once again
became inevitable.

Son in Jail

During this time a strange incident happened. Nabha was a
small state. It had a bad ruler. So the people of the state rose
against him. Jawaharlal with two friends, Gidwani and Santhanam,
went there to study the political movement. Ail the three were
arrested. Jawahar and Santhanam were handcuffed together. A
policeman leading them as if they were a pair of dogs held a long
chain attached to the handcuff. They were tried and sentenced to
two and a half years of imprisonment.

Motilal got this information. He was then running temperature.
With great difficulty he reached Nabha. But he could not get
permission to see his son. He telegraphed to the Viceroy. He saw
his son in a dirty dark room. He felt miserable. The Government
of India released all the three. Jawahar’s health was affected. For
a change of climate both father and son went to Europe and Russia.

Son succeeding Father as President

The All India Congress Session was held in Calcutta in 1928.
Motilal was the President. The next year the conference was in
Lahore. Jawaharlal was elected President. Motilal felt extremely
happy that his son had become President at such a young age.
He showered flowers on his son in the procession. At this session
the Congress declared that the goal of the country was Complete
Independence. It gave a call for a non-cooperation movement. The
crown of leadership, transferred from the father, adorned the
son’s head. What a blessing!
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“Don’t Release Me”

Again Motilal tendered resignation and walked out of the
Legislative Assembly. Mahatma Gandhi started his famous Dandi
March or Salt Satyagraha.

This march on foot to Dandi stunned the whole world. During
this march Motilal and Jawaharlal met Gandhiji on his way to a
village called jambusara. They had decided to donate their house
Anand Bhavan to the Congress. They had built a small cottage
for themselves on the same premises. Thereafter Anand Bhavan
became the property of the Congress, and was named Swaraj Bhavan.

Government arrested the supreme leader of the movement,
Mahatma Gandhi. After this Motilal, Jawaharlal and other leaders
were also arrested. Both the father and the son were sent to the
Naini Jail. Motilal’s health was seriously upset.

Jawaharlal was nursing him. His condition did not improve.
On the other hand, it got worse. A number of people from all over
the country sent telegrams to the Viceroy requesting him to order
the release of Motilal. But from the jail Motilal sent a telegram to
the Viceroy saying, “Please do not release me on any account.”
It was to avoid any misunderstanding.

War Trumpets Sound in Old Age

The National Congress declared on 31 St. December 1929 that
India should aim at complete Independence. The flag of freedom
was hoisted. Everybody clearly knew that the path of Mahatma
Gandhi led to prison, to suffering and to poverty. Motilal was then
sixty-nine. Many of his friends advised him not to jump into the
fire of the freedom struggle.

Motilal wrote to a friend as follows: “Believe me, I know quite
well what will happen to me and my family if we join Gandhiji
and plunge into the freedom struggle. I know that in this old age,
with all my responsibilities and physical weakness, I am taking
a big risk so daringly. Why then, do I do it? There is only one
reason. It is my strong conviction that the time has come for
determined efforts and the greatest sacrifice. I hear the war
trumpets of my country, and I am responding to that call.”
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The Light Went Out

The Government was afraid that it would get a bad name if
such a great leader were to die in jail. So it released Motilal. He
came to Allahabad. He was able to spend just a few minutes with
Jawahar and Kamala only. The Police arrested Jawaharlal and
sent him to Naini Jail. Motilal went to see his son in Naini. On
seeing his father in such bad health, his body emaciated and weak
and face swollen - Jawahar was alarmed.

At about this time, the daughter Krishna, the daughter-in-law
Kamala and the son-in-law Ranajit were all arrested and brought
to the same jail. The entire family found itself in jail. Motilal felt
very happy, on the one hand, to see all the members of his family
join the army in the War of Independence. On the other hand, he
was much worried about their suffering in the prison. Motilal’s
illness grew worse. The doctors felt that he might not live long.
Government released Gandhiji, Jawaharlal’s and all members of
the Nehru family. Jawaharlal was released on 11th October, so
that he could be by the side of his father who was seriously ill.
But on October 18th he was arrested again and sent to jail. Motilal
lay waiting in his bed expecting his son and daughter-in-law to
return from a public meeting. The daughter in-law came home
alone and broke the news of Jawahar’s arrest at the entrance to
Anand Bhavan.

Motilal was taken in a car to Lucknow for treatment. The
strain of the journey made him more ill. But he did not lose
courage. He was thinking only of his country. He was in his usual
self-cracking jokes. He called his children to his bedside and
blessed them.

He clearly knew that his end was nearing. He called Mahatma
Gandhi to his bedside and said, “I am not fortunate enough to
see India free and to die at the lotus feet of a free Mother India.
But I have no doubt you will have that good fortune. I have done
my duty. I have rendered my bit of service to the country, I am
happy about it.”

On the 6th of February 1931 Motilal breathed his last. He was
then seventy.
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Last Illness and Death

Pandit Motilal had been suffering from various complications
due to the rigours of jail life and partly to the strain he had
undergone on account of the heavy burden of the Congress; and
on account of his ill-health he was released from jail. Immediately
after release he went over to Mussoorie for a change and better
treatment. At Mussoorie he made a slight improvement. But this
was only for a short time, and his condition again becoming worse
he returned to Allahabad. At Allahabad he was constantly ailing
from complications of the lungs and liver and spitting blood and
on expert medical advice he was brought to Calcutta for X-ray
examination towards the middle of November.

In Calcutta he was placed under efficient physicians like Dr.
Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Dr. A. C. Ukil and others; but no permanent
improvement could be made.

He was subsequently placed under the treatment of Kaviraj
Syamadas Vachaspati and was removed to Dakshineshwar in
view of the pure air of the Ganges.

About this time, Shrimati Kamala Nehru, wife of Pandit
Jawaharlal, was arrested. Deeply concerned at the news, Pandit
Motilal hastened home.

At Allahabad his condition became gradually worse; one day,
his condition was critical for twenty-four hours. Immediately after
this on the 4th February, 1931, he was, under medical advice,
taken to Lucknow for X-ray examination.

Panditji bore the journey from Allahabad to Lucknow well.
But the doctors noticed a change for the worse in his condition
on the afternoon of the 5th February. He could not, therefore, be
removed to the hospital for X-Ray examination. There was some
difficulty in breathing; later the patient had a suffocating sensation,
and the swelling in the face and other parts of the body, which
had been reported a few days earlier, increased visibly.

Doctors and nurses kept a close watch during the night
Towards midnight the patient’s condition became grave, and
thereafter it was one continuous struggle between life and death.
The doctors did everything that was possible within the range of
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human ingenuity and medical skill, but they soon recognised that
it was an uneven struggle, and that the patient was sinking rapidly.
Ail leaders and relatives were summoned to his bedside, but
unfortunately the distinguished sufferer could not express his
feelings, being unable to speak. After a little while he lost
consciousness and by 4 o’clock in the morning it was apparent to
the doctors and others, that there was no hope. At about 6.30 a.
m. on the 6th February, 1931, the valiant fighter for India’s freedom
breathed his last in the presence of all his dear and near ones.

Stunning Blow

The news of his death spread quickly, and thousands of people
rushed towards Kalakankar House to have a last look at their
departed leader. There was such a rush of visitors that the body
had to be brought out of the room and shown to the assembled
crowd to make it disperse in order to accommodate a fresh one. All
traffic beyond Gumti Bridge was blocked throughout the morning.

Scenes unprecedented in its annals were witnessed in the
morning at Lucknow when the last remains of Pandit Motilal
Nehru were being taken to Allahabad. Since early morning the
sad news had spread to all parts of the city and its suburbs like
wildfire and the entire population, visibly afflicted by the stunning
blow, rushed out of their hearths and homes for the common
destination, viz. the Kalakankar Palace.

Long before the necessary arrangements for removal of the
earthly remains of the departed leader were completed the entire
area around the Palace was converted into a vast sea of human
heads, all eager to catch a last glimpse of the beloved patriarch
of the Nation.

The rush was tremendous, but every member of the huge
crowd seemed to respect the solemnity of the occasion, with the
result that noise and disorder were reduced to a minimum. By
11 o’clock, at the signal that Panditji’s body would be brought out
and a start would be made for Allahabad, the huge concourse at
once went mad as it were and kept continually shouting ‘jail’ to
the illustrious deceased. Indeed, the deep pathos that marked the
behaviour of the crowd was something unique and beggars description.
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Mahatmaji as Pall Bearer

Just at 11 A. M. Panditji’s mortal remains, covered with
tricoloured Khaddar, was taken out, shouldered by Mahatma
Gandhi, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
amidst pin-drop silence, the vast crowd almost to a man bursting
out into sobs and tears for the great leader. The body was placed
in a car specially decorated with National Flags and flowers.

A little later Srijukta Swarup Rani Devi was seen conducted
to another car by Mahatmaji and Miraben. The most noticeable
feature throughout was the calmlesness which was transparent
in Pandit Jawaharlal’s face.

The remains of the late Pandit Motilal Nehru, placed on a
motor car covered with huge national flags and with a flag flying
on it, reached the Curzon Bridge, Allahabad, at about 4 o’clock
in the evening. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Mr. R. S. Pandit were
seated in the car. Mahatma Gandhi and others followed. A large
number of people had assembled at the bridge end and offered
flowers. There was a concourse of people, and a large number of
cars with people from Lucknow and other places.

By the time the car reached Anand Bhawan the crowd had
swelled to nearly a lakh of people, and it is reported several
received slight injuries in the severe crush.

The grounds of Anand Bhawan were then a sea of human
heads, all leading residents of Allahabad, officials and non-officials
being present.

Funeral Procession

Never in the history of Allahabad had a funeral procession
of such impressive and gigantic proportions be en witnessed as
followed the body of Pandit Motilal Nehru. As soon as the body
arrived in a car thousands of people, including some of the most
respected citizens of Allahabad, Judges of the High Court, lawyers,
politicians and others thronged Anand Bhawan. A procession
was formed, and the body was taken towards the Prayag Sangam.

The procession passed Arthur Bridge and other big
thoroughfares till it reached Tribeni where the gathering swelled
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to over a lakh and a quarter. Mahatma Gandhi, Mrs. Sarojini
Naidu, Babu Purshottam Das Tandon, Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya, Mr. Shiva Prasad Gupta and other leaders with Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru accompanied the funeral procession.

Last Rites

Almost 12 hours after his death, at 6.30 p. m. the body of
Pandit Motilal was placed on the funeral pyre made of maunds
of sandal wood on the sacred bank of the three rivers in the
presence of an immense concourse of his sorrowing: countrymen.

Mahatmaji’s Address

After the funeral ceremony was over Mahatma Gandhi and
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya addressed the audience. As the
Mahatma rose to speak there was pin-drop silence. In moving and
feeling terms he referred to the services of Pandit Motilal to the
country. Mahatmaji said:

Tonight I see no signs of sorrow on your faces; instead
I find joy writ large on your faces, and so should it
be. One by one, many eminent leaders and great sons
of the Motherland have passed away when the country
needed them most. We should not weep for them. Do
not think that we are tonight offering the body of clay
that enshrined that beautiful soul to fire. In fact you
are all witnesses to the fact that the high soul has
sacrificed itself for the country.

It is not the first sacrifice in freedom’s cause. Late
Lokmanya Tilak’s sacrifice is still fresh in your
memory. I attended the last rites of Lokmanya Tilak
and witnessed the same scenes that am witnessing
tonight. Then at Bombay I saw cheerfulness on the
faces of the people. At first I could not understand the
reason. When I overcame my personal attachment for
the Lokmanya, I realised the reason. I felt that the
people understood the martyrdom of the Lokmanya
better than myself. Hence they were cheerful. The
Lokmanya’s martyrdom had crowned his life. Similar
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was the case with the great Pandit Motilal. So had
done Deshbhandhu C. Das, Lajpat Rai, Hakim
Ajmalkhan, Maulana Mohommad Ali who died for
the cause of the country. His sacrifice was a matter
of joy and pride.

I am glad you are cheerful tonight. But your
cheerfulness is only proper if you have realised its
importance. Otherwise the world will look upon you
and say: “They are brutes. Such an eminent leader of
theirs is dead and they are not in mourning.” But I
hope the world will not take it in that light. If you
regard it as national yajna and feel it your duty to take
part in it, then one and all, take the sacred vow on
the holy Ganges bank tonight that you shall make all
the necessary sacrifice required for the attainment of
complete independence and for the good of the
country. If you take this vow tonight we will achieve
our object.

Panditji was a hero and a great fighter. He fought
many battles of the country but he also gave a tough
fight to Yamaraj, the God of Death. Panditji has, in
fact, been successful in this fight too. Yesterday
morning at Lucknow Panditji’s condition and courage
had assured every body that Panditji would
successfully recover from the illness. Only yesterday
I told Pandit Motilal “If you gain health, then I will
have my Swaraj.”

Pandit Motital replied smilingly “Swarajya has already
been achieved. When sixty thousand men, women
and children have made splendid sacrifices, when
people have patiently borne lathis and bullets, what
else but Swarajya can be the result?”

Panditji had a very high soul and perfect peace of
mind. I am sorry last night I could not talk to him,
but Mrs. Nehru who was by his side told me that it
was God’s special favour that Panditji was heard
reciting sacred gayatri mantra last night.



46 Pt. Motilal Nehru

Panditji was not a blind follower of religion and
sometimes he used to make fun of religion; because
he was opposed to the fraud that had crept into
religion. Sometimes Panditji felt annoyed at religious
fraud but I knew well that Panditji was a believer in
God and last evening he was continuously reciting
the lovely name Rama. He never uttered a sigh of grief
of pain. It was a lesson to all those who wanted to be
truly religious. Panditji has by his sacrifice purified
himself. Myself and others should also be purified in
the same yajna. Panditji had offered himself, his only
son, his daughter-in-law, son-in-law and his all at the
altar of the motherland.

It is your duty to take a sacred vow which may enable
India to achieve success in her resolve.

India has taken a vow which has today moved the
whole world and has attracted worldwide attention.
It is India’s resolve to attain complete independence
by non-violence and truth as the only weapon. The
world is watching the great experiment anxiously.
You must take a vow to make it a complete success.
I pray to God to bless us with strength enough to
achieve success in the mission.

Feeling in the Country

The whole country was plunged into the deepest mourning
at the news of Pandit Motilal’s passing away at this critical moment
in the affairs of the nation.

Thousands of messages of condolence were sent to the widow
and son of Panditji, from the highest to the lowest in the land, on
receipt of the sad news of his death; and resolutions of grief and
condolence were adopted in great public gatherings and important
public bodies all over the country. Business was suspended, and
spontaneous hartal observed at most places.

We cull below only a few of these messages and resolutions
of condolence.
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Messages of Condolence

The Private Secretary to His Excellency the Viceroy sent the
following telegram to Mrs. Motilal Nehru, Allahabad:

The Viceroy and Lady Irwin greatly regret to learn
the sad news of your husband’s death and send you
and your family a message of most sincere sympathy
in your sorrow.

Mr. Vallabh Bhai Patel, President-elect of the Indian National
Congress, 1931, wired:

Deeply grieved to receive the sad news. The whole
country mourns Panditji’s death. The nation can never
forget his unequalled record of service and sacrifice
in the cause of national freedom. His absence specially
at the present juncture is an irreparable loss to India.
Every Indian heart goes out to you in your great
bereavement. Convey my most heartfelt condolence
to the whole family.

Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, Bengal Congress leader, wired to Pandit
Jawaharlal:

Nation joins weeping with you in mourning the loss
of your father and nations father.

Sir Hugh Cocke, leader of the European group in the Assembly,
sent the following telegram to Mrs. Motilal Nehru:

The European group in the Legislative Assembly send
you their deepest sympathy in your bereavement and
mourn the loss of a most respected former comrade
in the Assembly.

The Working Committee of the Congress meeting at Allahabad
adopted the following resolution on February 13,1931:

“This meeting of the Working Committee places on
record its deep sorrow at the death of Pandit Motilal
Nehru whose counsel was a source of strength to all
Congress workers; whose noble sacrifice was an
inspiration to the ease-loving and whose courage was
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a solvent for the weakness of the weak. This meeting
conveys respectful condolence to Shrimati Swarup
Rani and other members of the family.”

On Monday, Feb. 9,1931, Sir Geerge Rainy, Leader of the
House, moved a condolence resolution in the Legislative Assembly
on Pandit Motilal Nehru’s death, expressing sorrow and grief of
the Government of India, and associating with it His Majesty’s
Secretary of State. He said:

“We have met today under a shadow of grief that
India has suffered by the removal of Pandit Motilal
Nehru who, for the last ten years, held the foremost
place in the public life of the country.

“Of his policy and achievement, this is not the day
to speak. So far as he is concerned the chapter is
closed and the records are sealed up to await the
judgement of the historians, but that he will fill a
large space in the historians’ pages none of us can
doubt. However the value of his work may be assessed,
no one will question his whole-hearted devotion to
the interests of India as he conceived them or impute
to him any motive other than an unsparing desire to
serve his country.

“There are many in this House who can speak of
Pandit Motilal Nehru from a greater degree of intimacy
than I could claim. He had a personality which
impressed itself on the most unobservant Eminent as
a lawyer, eminent as a speaker and in the first rank
as a political leader, he could not but take the foremost
place wherever he might be, whether within these
walls or outside them. The quickness of his intellect,
his skill in debate, his adroitness as a tactician and his
strength of purpose rendered him a formidable
adversary in controversy. These qualities which lent
distinction to his character in private life as well as
in politics, and it is these I myself often recall. An
endearing courtesy, ready sense of humour, freedom
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from malice and bitterness and a wide and deep culture
rendered him unrivalled as a host and the most
charming of companions. We shall not again see in
this House his well remembered figure, but we shall
often recall that exquisite fitness of attire which aptly
symbolised the clean fighter and the great gentleman
and that impressive face, deeply lined and careworn,
on which character and intellect were so deeply
imprinted.

“On behalf of the Government of India, Mr. President,
I have tried to say something of what is in our minds
and hearts, and I am authorised to say that His
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India desires to be
associated with our expression of regret and sorrow.
I believe it would be in accordance with the wishes
of everyone in this House, Mr. President, that you
convey to the family of the deceased our deep
sympathy in their bereavement.”

Sir Harisingh Gour, on behalf of the Nationalists, requested
the House to adjourn as a mark of respect to the memory of the
leader who had sacrificed his life and liberty to the service of his
Motherland.

India was poorer by the death of Pandit Motilal who after a
brilliant career as a lawyer, dedicated the rest of his life and fought
the battle of India as a clean fighter.

Mr. Mahomed Yakub, on behalf of the Independents, regarded
Pandit Motilal’s death as a national calamity.

Sir Hugh Cocke, on behalf of the European group, felt it a
privilege to be associated in the tribute to a great man and in the
desire for the adjournment of the House out of respect to his
memory.

The Raja of Kollengode, on behalf of the landowners’ group
felt sure that Pandit Motilal’s name would live in history as the
maker of modern India. Their consolation lay in the fact that
Motilal was able to witness the dawn of a new era of great promise.
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Mr. T. R. Phookan, as a friend of Pandit Motilal, said that the
latter was the hero of a thousand battles and that his spirit would
inspire them to victory.

Mr. Atnarnath Dutt said that he was one who sat at the feet
of Pandit Motilal to learn political wisdom in the Assembly and,
as such he felt that, in the death of his late leader, one of the
brightest stars had fallen from the firmament of Indian nationalism.

Mr. Ranga Iyer stated that, in the case of Pandit Motilal, it
might be truly said that “the good that men do will live after them
and the evil is oft cremated with their bones.”

Sir Ibrahim Rahimtullah, the President, associated himself
with the observations of the previous speakers on this mournful
occasion and said it was most unfortunate that Pandit Motilal
should have been taken away at the present juncture in the history
of the Motherland when his services would have been most
invaluable. Agreeably to the wishes of the House, he promised
to convey the message of condolence to the bereaved family.

The Calcutta Corporation adjourned its special meeting on
Monday, 9th Feb. as a mark of respect to the memory of Pandit
Motilal Nehru after adopting a resolution of condolence.

Motilal Day

In pursuance of the directions of Mahatma Gandhi, Sunday,
the 15th February, 1931, the day fixed for the performance of the
tenth day Shradh ceremony of Pandit Motilal Nehru, was observed
as ‘Motilal Day’ throughout the length and breadth of India.

At Allahabad there was a complete suspension of business
particularly in Hindu quarters. The occasion coincided with the
Shiva Ratri festival, when the Hindus generally observe fast; many
persons kept a fast on the day on account of the Shradh ceremony.

The first shradh oblations were offered to the spirit of the late
Pandit Motilal Nehru by his son Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru on
Sunday morning at the Sangam and in the afternoon the public
carried on the programme laid down by Mahatma Gandhi for the
celebration of the Motilal Day.
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At about 12.30 p. m. a procession was organised in front of
the Khaddar Bhandar and it marched to the bund at the river bank
where a public meeting was held just below the bund. Strict silence
was observed by the processionists during their march and they
proceeded to the bund in rows of two in a remarkably orderly
fashion keeping to the left of the road.

An overwhelming majority of the processionists were clad in
Khaddar. While the procession was on march many people were
seen hurrying to the meeting place on vehicles or on foot, and by
3 p. m. the time fixed for the meeting, thousands of people
assembled below the bund and took the pledge of Purna Swaraj
in presence of Mahatma.

‘Motilal Day’ was observed at Bombay in accordance with the
programme chalked out by Gandhiji. As per instructions a large
number of citisens observed fast, while some others who were
religiously-minded commenced their fast by taking sea baths early
in the morning. A hartal also was observed with the exception of
a few Mahomedan and Khadi shop’s which remained open.
Congress workers and volunteers hawked hand-spun Khadi
during the morning.

The regular programme of the day commenced with a
mommoth silent procession at 3 p. m. which started from Azad
Maidan and after passing the important thoroughfares terminated
at Choupatti sands. A monster meeting was held at Choupatti at
3 p. m. where Mr. Koladkar paid glowing tributes to Pandit
Motilal Nehru in the course of a brief speech and read the following
pledge which was repeated by the audience:

We assembled in this meeting for commemorating the great
and noble sacrifices of the late revered Motilal Nehru, hereby
solemnly resolve to dedicate ourselves more fully than hitherto
to the cause of the country so as to hasten the advent of Puma
Swaraj.

A similar procession and meeting were held simultaneously
in the mill area.

‘Motilal Day’ was observed at Lahore with a partial hartal and
procession. A largely-attended public meeting was held outside



the Moti Gate. Ladies predominated in the procession. The
programme laid down by the Congress Working Committee was
gone through.

The ‘Motilal Day’ celebrations commenced at Madras in the
morning in the Gokhale Hall with a crowded meeting of students
at which a dozen speakers paid tributes to Pandit Motilal Nehru’s
sacrifice. A big procession was taken out in the afternoon.

Complete hartal was observed in the city in a peaceful manner
and in every quarter of the city the streets wore a deserted
appearance. From midday people of all ages and of all shades of
opinion began to assemble in every Park both in Northern and
Southern section of the city and in all the Parks Pandit Motilal’s
portrait was placed under a huge tricoloured flag, and flowers
and garlands were offered with the utmost solemnity.

From every centre people proceeded to join the main procession
on its way to the Maidan where a mammoth meeting was held
and pledge of Purna Swaraj adopted.

“I hate the word ‘Indianisation’ from the bottom of
my heart. We are in India and there is no question
about Indianisation. What India wants first is to get
rid of Europeanisation of the Army.”

—Pandit Motilal Nehru.


