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PREFACE

The Mughal Empire, at the stature of its glory, basically a Turkish Imperial power that ruled from
the early sixteenth to the mid-nineteenth centuries, controlled most of the Indian subcontinent, parts of
Afghanistan and Baluchistan. Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Babur defeated Ibrahim Lodi in the First
Battle of Panipat and laid the foundation of the Mughal Empire in India in 1526 A.D. Though, Babur
laid the foundation of the Mughal Empire in 1526 A.D., the empire’s classical period began with the
accession of Akbar in 1556 A.D. The Mughal Empire continued to flourish both economically and
culturally under the next two successors Jahangir and Shah Jahan. Shah Jahan’s rule ended with a
war of succession between his sons, in which Aurangzeb (1618-1707 A.D.) emerged successfully and
after his death, the Mughal Empire continued to collapse. During this period of the great Mughals, the
empire was marked by the huge acquisition of territory, a highly centralized administrative system,
innovations in economy and religion, significant architectural activity, and their most visible
inheritance date back to this period.

The book on “HISTORY OF INDIA - V (C. 1526-1750)” is not a research work. It is a textbook
that has been written for the History Honors Students (2019-20) of the CBCS courses designed as a
common syllabus for all Universities of Odisha. For the convenience of the Students, different
terminologies are clarified, Summary recaps are given, point and sub-points are high-lighted, Model
Questions are given and LMR (Last Minutes Revision) is also supplied.

In the first unit of the book, a vivid depiction has been made on India on the eve of the advent of
the Mughals, Military technology: - Firearms, Sher Shah: Administrative and Revenue reforms. In the
following units, discussions were also made on the Consolidation of Mughal rule in India,
Incorporation of Rajputs and other indigenous groups in Mughal Nobility, Jahangir, Shah Jahan, and
Aurangzeb, Evolution of administrative institutions: Zabti, Mansab, Jagir, Madad-i-Maash, and
Emergence of the Marathas - Shivaji; Expansion under the Peshwas. Focus has also been given on the
Society and Economy during the Mughal period i.e. Land rights and revenue system: Zamindars and
Peasants, Trade routes and patterns of internal commerce; Overseas trade, Growth of Urban Centers,
Craft and Technology. The subsequent chapter deals with topics like Religious tolerance and Sulh-i-
Kul, Sufi mystical and intellectual interventions, Mughal Art and Architecture, Mughal and Rajput
Paintings: Themes and Perspectives.

I express my gratitude towards those renowned writers whose works I have extensively used in
the preparation of the present book. In preparing this book, I have taken the help of classical as well as
contemporary books on the topics. I have also gone through different websites dealing with the
subjects. All the units of this book have been presented in a systematic and comprehensive manner.

I express my sincere thanks to Mr. Niraj Pandey and Mr. Vijay Pandey of Himalaya Publishing
House. I am also thankful to Mr. Bijoy Kumar Ojha and his team for taking a keen interest in the
publication of this book. I pay my deep gratitude to Late Dr. Hemanta Kumar Mahapatra whose
inspiration is the cause of this initiative. Lastly, I may request the readers to suggest for the
improvement of this book for which I shall be solemnly acknowledged. And the authors will try his
best to include the constructive and relevant suggestions in the next edition of the book. I hope that
this book will surely fulfill the requirement of both students and teachers.

Dr. Abhijit Sahoo
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1.1 INTRODUCTION

The Mughal Empire, at the stature of its glory, basically a Turkish Imperial power that ruled
from the early sixteenth to the mid-nineteenth centuries, controlled most of the Indian
subcontinent, parts of Afghanistan and Baluchistan. Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Babur defeated
Ibrahim Lodi in the First Battle of Panipat and laid the foundation of the Mughal Empire in

(1)

Unit-I: Establishment of Mughal Rule
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India in 1526 A.D. Though, Babur laid the foundation of the Mughal Empire in 1526 A.D., the
empire’s classical period began with the accession of Akbar in 1556 A.D. The Mughal Empire
continued to flourish both economically and culturally under the next two successors Jahangir
and Shah Jahan. Shah Jahan’s rule ended with a war of succession between his sons, in which
Aurangzeb (1618-1707 A.D.) emerged successfully and after his death, the Mughal Empire
continued to collapse. During this period of the great Mughals, the empire was marked by the
huge acquisition of territory, a highly centralized administrative system, innovations in economy
and religion, significant architectural activity, and their most visible inheritance date back to this
period.

1.2 POLITICAL CONDITION OF INDIA ON THE EVE OF BABUR'S
INVASION

The political condition of North India was extremely disordered on the eve of Babur's
invasion of India. At that time, India was divided into a number of small states, and these small
states were constantly involved in mutual warfare. The prominent among the small states in north
India were Delhi, Punjab, Bengal, Jaunpur, Mewar, Malwa, Sindh, Gujrat, Kashmir, Khandesh,
and Odisha, etc. In South India, also the same conditions prevailed. To study the political
condition of the then India it is essential to study the smaller states. According to Dr. Iswari
Prasad, India was “a congeries of states at the opening of the sixteenth century and likely to be
the easy prey of an invader who had the strength and will to attempt her conquest.”

In the Sultanate period, Delhi occupied a soaring position. But the downfall of the Delhi
Sultanate began during the period of Muhammad-bin-Tughluq. The invasion of Amir
Timur or Timur the Lame and the sack of Delhi in 1398 A.D. during the period of
Sultan Nasir-ud-Din Mahmud Shah Tughluq of the Tughluq dynasty hastened the end of the
decadent Delhi Sultanate. On its ashes grew up numerous independent kingdoms. These
kingdoms were regularly in continuous warfare with each other. There was no paramount power
in the country and India was not in a position to present a united front to any invader. After
defeating the army of Delhi in 1398 A.D, Timur conquered Multan and appointed Khizr Khan as
the ruler of Multan. Later on, Khizr Khan defeated Sultan Daulat Khan and occupied Delhi and
founded the Sayyid dynasty. In 1451 A.D., Bahlol Lodi, the governor of Lahore and Sirhind got
the opportunity of ousting the Sayyids and declared as the Sultan of Delhi.

 The Lodis were pure Afghan origin. Thus, for the first time in the history of India, an
Afghan ruler was seated on the throne of Delhi. Bahlol Lodi ruled from I451 to I489 A.D.
was succeeded by his son Sikander Lodi (I489 – I517 A.D.). During the reign of Lodi
Sultans, its area remained limited to Delhi and adjacent places i.e. Agra, the Doab, and
Jaunpur, a part of Bihar, Bayana, and Chandari.

 Ibrahim Lodi (the son of Sikander Lodi) was the last ruler of the Lodi dynasty. He did
not have good relations with Alam Khan and Daulat Khan Lodi. Alam Khan Lodi, an
uncle of Ibrahim Lodi, claimed the throne of Delhi for himself, and he was supported by
many displeased nobles. The Governor of Punjab, Daulat Khan Lodi, resisted the
authority of the Sultan and behaved like a de facto ruler. The Lodi kingdom was thus,
greatly distracted and the Sultan lost much of his prestige. Later on, Ibrahim Lodi was
defeated by Babur in 1526 A.D. and established the Mughal Empire in India.
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Mewar

Mewar with its capital at Chittor was the most extensive and powerful state in Rajasthan.
The reigning family traced its descent from Guhil and exercised sway over Chittor and the
adjacent territory since sixth century A.D. The dynasty produced a series of extraordinary rulers
among whom Rana Kumbha (1433-1468 A.D.) occupied a foremost place.

 He strengthened the defenses of his dominion by erecting many forts and also beautified
his capital with stately buildings. He defeated the Sultan of Malwa and established the
supremacy of Mewar in central Hindustan. Babur’s contemporary on the throne of Chittor
was Rana Sangram Singh, popularly known as Rana Sangha.

 Rana Sangha’s ambition was to establish Hindu rule over Delhi. In Pursuance of this,
Rana Sangha has promised Babur that he would invade Ibrahim Lodi’s territory from the
side of Agra, while Babur proceeded against him from the north.

Sindh

The province of Sindh became independent after the death of Muhammad-bin-Tughluq.
Since then, it was ruled by the Sumra dynasty, which had established its rule towards the middle
of the fourteenth century. In 1520 A.D, the ruler of Kandahar, Shah Beg invaded Sindh, defeated
the Sumras, and occupied the province. At the time of Babur's invasion, Sindh was ruled by Shah
Husain, the son of Shah Beg.

Bengal

Bengal, a part of the Delhi kingdom declared its independence during the period of Firoz
Shah Tughluq. Ala-ud-din Husain (1493-1518 A.D.), was the first independent ruler of Bengal
who laid the foundation of the Husain dynasty. He extended the boundary of his Kingdom as far
as the borders of Odisha and encroached upon Kamatpur in Koch Bihar on the border of Assam.

 As he had given shelter to Hussain Shah Sharqi of Jaunpur, he came into clash with
Sikandar Lodi of Delhi but was obliged to make peace and agree to respect the eastern
frontier of Bihar. When Babur invaded India, the ruler of Bengal was Nusrat Shah (the
son of Ala-ud-din Husain).

 Babur speaks highly of Nusrat Shah and describes him as the most powerful ruler of India.
He re-conquered Chittagong and subdued Tirhut and Jaipur in North Bihar. The Husain
dynasty continued to rule over Bengal till 1538 A.D. when it was conquered by Sher
Shah Suri.

Malwa

In Central India, three important states were contending for supremacy, Malwa, Gujarat,
and Mewar. At the beginning of, the sixteenth century, Mewar had attained a position of
pre-eminence and Malwa had declined to the status of a second-rate state. The Kingdom of
Malwa is situated between the rivers Chambal and Narmada. It became independent under
Dilawar Khan Ghori.

 But in 1435 A.D., Mahmud Khan, the minister of Dilawar Khan Ghori had seized the
throne and laid the foundation of the Khalji dynasty. Mahmud Khan was an able and
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energetic ruler and continued constant struggle against the kingdoms of Gujarat and
Mewar. Mahmud II was an ineffective ruler of this dynasty.

 During his period, Malwa fell under the control of Raja Medini Rai, a brave Rajput leader.
Mahmud II secured the help of the ruler of Gujrat, Muzzaffar Shah, and Medini Rai
sought the help of Rana Sangha of Chittor (Mewar). In 1525 A.D., Raja Medini Rai
defeated the ruler of Malwa Mahmud II and became the ruler of Malwa.

Punjab

Punjab was nominally a part of the kingdom of Delhi and became independent at the
beginning of the sixteenth century. It was a Suba of Delhi Sultanate. Daulat Khan Lodi, the
Governor of Punjab, was not on good terms with Ibrahim Lodi. Due to the stubborn attitude of
Ibrahim Lodi, Daulat Khan Lodi declared his independence. His son Dilawar Khan was also
extremely humiliated by the Lodi rulers. Simultaneously, he invited Babur to come to India and
offered full help against Ibrahim Lodi.

Jaunpur

The city of Jaunpur was situated on the river Gaumti and is thirty-four miles away from
Banaras towards the North-West. It was founded by Firoz Shah Tughluq. Malik Sarwar, the
founder of the independent kingdom of Jaunpur was a slave of Sultan Muhammad, son of Firoz
Shah Tughluq. Malik Sarwar was succeeded by his adopted son who assumed the title of Sultan
Mubarak Shah. The Wazir of Sultan Mahmud Shah Tughluq, Mallu Iqbal Khan, tried to conquer
Jaunpur but failed in his mission. Mubarak Shah breathed his last in 1402 A.D. He was succeeded
by his brother Shams-ud-din Ibrahim Shah. When Babur invaded India, Jaunpur was ruled by
Jalal Khan, the brother of Ibrahim Lodi. Later on, he was killed by Ibrahim Lodi. The Afghan
chiefs were angry over this event. They accepted Naseer Khan Lohani as their ruler and severed
their relations with Delhi. Darya Khan Lohani also declared the independence of Bihar.

Gujarat

The Kingdom of Gujarat originated in I401 A.D. when its Governor Zafar Khan revolted
against Delhi Sultanate and asserted his independence. He ascended the throne under the title of
Muzaffar Shah. The most remarkable ruler of this dynasty was Mahmud Begarha (1458-1511
A.D.). It was under him, the kingdom of Gujarat became the strongest kingdom in Central India.
He captured Champanir, Junagarh, and Kutch and also defeated the Portuguese. The ruler of
Gujarat at the time of Babur’s invasion was Muzaffar Shah II who had succeeded Mahamud
Begarha in 1511 A.D. He had to fight throughout his reign. He breathed his last in 1526 A.D. and
succeeded by his son Bahadur Shah.

Kashmir

The independent Kingdom of Kashmir was established by Shah Mirza in 1339 A.D. It is
situated to the North-East part of Punjab. The most notable Sultan of Kashmir was Zain-ul-
Abidin (1420-1470 A.D.). He was popularly known as ‘the Akbar of Kashmir’ due to his
religious policy. After his death in 1470 A.D. disorder ensued in Kashmir. As it was situated far
away from Delhi and was in a state of distraction. Kashmir did not exercise much influence on the
polities of northern India.
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Odisha

The Kingdom of Odisha was a small Hindu state under powerful Hindu rulers who had for a
long time challenged the authority of the Delhi Sultans. However, this state served as a wedge
between the Muslim state of Bengal and the Deccan and exercised a check on the penetration of
Muslim influence into the south from the side of Bengal. One of the great Hindu rulers of Odisha
was Kapilendra Deva. He had conquered the entire Eastern Coast of the Bay of Bengal. But,
after his death, the kingdom of Odisha began to decline. Odisha, however, did not exercise any
great influence on the politics of Northern India. But it served one useful purpose namely, that of
acting as an effective obstruction to the expansion of Bengal towards the South.

Khandesh

Khandesh was another important state of Central India which gained independence towards
the close of the fourteenth century. It was situated in the valley of the Tapti River. Malik Raja
Faruqi was its ruler. From the very beginning the Sultans of Gujarat were desirous of
establishing their supremacy over Khandesh. Therefore, the two kingdoms were continually at
war. After the death of Daud in 1508 A.D., Khandesh was plunged into disorder owing to
factious fights of rival claimants to its throne, one of whom was supported by Ahmadnagar and
another by Gujarat. Sultan Mahamud Begarha of Gujarat ultimately succeeded in placing his
candidate, Adil Khan III, on the throne of Khandesh. After his death in 1520 A.D., he was
succeeded by his son, Muhammad Shah I.

Deccan

During Muhammad-bin-Tughluq’s time, two prominent states, the Vijayanagar and
Bahamani kingdom existed in Deccan. The famous Bahmani Kingdom of the Deccan, founded in
1347A.D. stretched from Berar in the North to the river Krishna in the South. It had a series of
able rules who engaged themselves in a continuous war against the Hindu Kingdom of
Vijayanagar, which was situated to the South of it.

 After the execution of the great minister, Mahmud Gawan in 1481 A.D, the Bahmani
Kingdom began to crumble. On its ruins sprang up five independent Kingdoms namely,
Berar (1484-1557 A.D.), Ahmadnagar (1489-1633 A.D.), Bijapur (1489-1686 A.D.),
Golkunda (1512-1687 A.D.) and Bidar (1526-1590 A.D.). In fact, the break up of the
Bahamani kingdom greatly weakened the Muslim cause in the peninsula where
Vijaynagar Empire remained in full power and glory.

 The Vijayanagar Kingdom came into existence almost simultaneously with the
Bahamani Kingdom in the South. It was founded by two brothers Harihar and Bukka
Raya in 1336 A.D. Babur’s contemporary on the throne of Vijayanagar kingdom was
Krishna Deva Raya the greatest ruler of produced by Vijayanagar. He organised a large
army and waged several wars against the Muslim powers in the South. The reign of
Krishna Deva Raya which lasted from 1509 to 1530 A.D. is a glorious period in the
annals of the empire of Vijayanagar.

 Although, Vijayanagar did not exert much influence on the politics of Northern India, it
served the useful purpose of checking the Muslim expansion in the south by keeping the
attention and energies of the Bahmani Sultanate engaged and also indirectly prevented its
extension in the north.
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Such was India on the eve of Babur’s invasion, a country without political unity and
without common suzerain.

1.3 SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CONDITION OF INDIA ON THE EVE OF
BABUR’S INVASION

During the time of Babur’s invasion of India, Indian society was divided into two parts i.e.
Hindus and Muslims. The Hindus had lost their authority and they suffered from caste
distinctions, the system of Sati, Child marriages, Purdah system, and other social evils. The
Muslims also had social evils like gambling, use of liquor and company of women, etc.

 The two communities used to quarrel among themselves. Fortunately, the Sufi movement
and Bhakti movement had sprung in up in India which attempted to create a friendly
environment among the Hindus and the Muslims. The later reformers of the Bhakti Cult,
such as Kabir and Nanak particularly stressed the need for Hindu-Muslim unity and
preached that the two religions were only different paths leading to the same goal, and
freely made converts from among the Hindus and Muslims alike.

1.4 ECONOMIC CONDITION OF INDIA ON THE EVE OF BABUR'S
INVASION

Agriculture was the main source of income for the Indian people. The chief crops at that
time were oilseeds, pulses, wheat, barley, millet, peas, rice, sugarcane, and cotton. The village
was the basic unit of economic organization. The economic structure of society broadly classified
into three classes.

 The rich noble belongs to the first class had enormous wealth and spent lavishly on
luxury items. The second class belongs to the middle class mainly consisted of teachers
and merchants. The last one, the lower class consisted of labourers, small businessmen,
soldiers, peasant, and workers, etc.

 There was a fast internal trade in the country. India had considerable sea-borne commerce
with Malaya, China, and other countries of the Pacific Ocean. The land routes
connected our country with Central Asia, Afghanistan, Iran, Tibet, and Bhutan, with
whom India carried on the lucrative trade. A lot of industries, particularly the textile
industry, including the manufacture of cotton, woolen, and silken cloths, and sugar, metal,
and paper industries were found in most parts of the country.

1.5 MILITARY CONDITIONS

Militarily, India was very weak at the beginning of the sixteenth century. The Indian as well
as the Muslim rulers without any doubt maintained huge armies but there was not much discipline
and training. The military organisation was based on feudalism. The Indian rulers did not have
direct control over their troops. They depended upon feudal nobility for the supply of most of the
fighting men. Therefore, these soldiers were more loyal to their immediate masters than to the
kings.
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 Besides, the training, and the military skill differed from contingent to contingent. There
was no uniformity in their actions on the battlefield. The Indian rulers were also ignorant
of the latest invasions in the field of military science, including the use of artillery which
had become quite popular with the countries of Central Asia who had borrowed from the
West.

 The use of elephants in the advance guard, the lack of reserve force, and the absence of
second in command in the battlefields were some of other defects in the Indian Military
organization. The Delhi army under the Lodis was not a national force. It was organised
on an ancestral basis.

 The Lodis had failed to establish themselves in the north western frontier which gave
Babur a free hand to deal with the Indian situation as he pleased. Such was the political,
social, economic, and military conditions of India on the eve of Babur’s invasion in 1526
A.D.

1.6 ESTABLISHMENT OF MUGHAL RULE IN INDIA

Zahir-ud-din Muhammad Babur, commonly known as Babur (14 February 1483 A.D. –
26 December 1530 A.D.) laid the foundation of the Mughal Empire in India in 1526 A.D. He

spent his greater part of his life outside India and though Lane-Poole
says his permanent place in history rests upon his Indian conquests. He
was born on 14th February 1483 A.D. at Andijan, the capital city of
Farghana now in Uzbekistan. He was the eldest of three sons of
Umar Sheikh Mirza, the ruler of Farghana. His mother’s name
was Qutlug-Nigar Khanum Begum, the daughter of Yunis Khan.
Babur is a Turkish name which means “Tiger”. Although Babur
hailed from the Barlas tribe which was of Mongol origin, his tribe had
embraced Turkic and Persian culture converted to Islam and resided in
Turkistan and Khorasan. His mother tongue was the Chaghatai
language (known to Babur as Turki, “Turkic”) and he was equally
at home in Persian, the lingua franca of the Timurid elite. Babur the
fearless military commander entered into the heart of India in 1526
A.D. Sultan Ibrahim Lodi the Ghazali Afghan (1489–1526 A.D),

the youngest son of Sikandar Lodi, was the last Sultan of Delhi and a fearless military leader
and kept out the opposition for almost a decade. He was engaged in warfare with the Afghans and
the Mughals for most of his reign and died trying to keep the Lodi Dynasty from annihilation but
was defeated in 1526 A.D. at the Battle of Panipat. This marked the end of the Sultanate of Delhi
and the rise of the Mughal Empire in India.

 After the death of his father Umer Sheikh Mirza, Babur became the ruler of Farghana
(now Khokhand in Russian Turkistan) at the age of twelve and had to face a lot of
difficulties at the time of his accession. At this critical moment, Babur’s grandmother
Asian-i-Dulat-Begum hurriedly completed his coronation. His uncle and cousins took up
the advantage of his inexperience and tried to remove him from the throne of Farghana.

 Ahmed Mirza, his uncle, even attacked him in 1490 A.D. but could not achieve much
success. Similarly, Shaibani Khan tried to threaten the very existence of Babur.

Babur


