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PREFACE
In the present century the world has witnessed phenomenal growth in

sciences and technology. This has created heavy burden on our available
resource. On one side we see luxury and comfort, but on the other side we
also see poverty and malnutrition.

There is increasing fear that the environmental endowments may not
last long. There is GLOBAL WARNING to the damage and depletion of our
heritage. The crises has convinced the world to invent new technology and
create resources, to repair these damages.

The concepts of environmental management has emerged as an accepted
instrument applicable at all levels – individual, regional, and national. The
“GREEN MANAGEMENT”, has its basis in responsible and strategic components
which makes it a powerful tool. The words ECOLOGY OF COMMERCE means
apart from creating wealth, which the business activity must generate, it
should be friendly to environment i.e., eco system.

For a “Modern Manager” it is imperative to know that the old mind-set
and attitude towards business must change with changing times.

Eco Marketing is the goal of all governments of the world and subject
matter of our syllabus. The students of management must understand the
principles of “Conservation of Resources” and “Sustainable Development”. They
are also required to know the impact of our actions on environment, from
micro to macro levels.

With Supreme Court judgment making ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
compulsory in colleges and universities in India, we as “Gold Medallist Authors”
were inspired to write this comprehensive text for the students of Masters of
Management of MBA. We strongly feel that along with Scientists, Lawyers
and Administrators, they have very important role to play. The solutions to
the environmental problems will ultimately come from “Equitable Distribution”
and “Control of World Resources”.

With Case Studies as the basis of learning, we have included wealth of
informations on CONCEPTS, PRINCIPLES, IMPACT, ANALYSIS, AUDIT,
ACCOUNTING and LEGISLATIONS concerning Environment.
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In this century the world has witnessed phenomenal growth in science
and technology. Alongside, there has been heavy burden on available resources.
There is this ‘golden side’ of development; which is filled with luxury and
comfort; however how to ignore the ‘fifth’ malnutrition and poverty of poor
countries!

There is no doubt that – the threat to survival is real. There is an urgent
need to know, the importance of proper utilization of environmental
endowments of life sustaining air, water and food. The problems of pollution
and ruthless degradation of environmental resources cannot be solved without
proper knowledge of their causes and effects.

There are three pathways to solution. Monitoring, Management and
Legislation. The first and the last, presupposes awareness and understanding
and are therefore full of limitations. The approach to management – action
plan – can be taught and learnt. It requires professional capabilities to develop
policies, measures, and programmes related to environmental management.

The ‘Global Urgency’ is to understand the implication of environmental
damages and resource depletion. Three steps required.

They are as follows:

One – management of our ecosystems.

Two – protection of heritage and

Three – conservation of world resources.

Environmental Management constitutes knowledge of many different areas
such as:
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8 Environment and Management

 Natural Science
 Social Science and Humanities
 Physics
 Chemistry
 Biology
 Geology
 Hydrology
 Anthropology
 Atmospheric
 Law
 Economics and Ethics, etc.
It is human psychology that attracts human being to visit remote hill

stations endowed and adorned with natural beauty. When we go out and look
at the landscape, the forest, rivers, or mountains, we are first overwhelmed
by these beautiful sceneries and then start learning about the relationship
between the living and non-living. Also we realize that the life support system
i.e., air, water and land are all gifts of nature.

MANAGEMENT OF ENVIRONMENT

Environmental management is the allocating natural and man-made
resources so as to make optimum use of the environment in satisfying not
only the present basic human needs but of the coming generation also. This
management implies an element of conscious choice from a variety of
alternative proposals. It involves purposeful commitment to recognise desired
objectives. Environmental management is not merely a management of
environment but it is essentially the management of various activities with
intolerable constraints imposed by the environment itself and with full
consideration of ecological factors. Thus, it involves environmental planning,
conservation of resources, environmental status evolution and administration.
The focus of environmental management is on implication, monitoring,
auditing, practicing and coping with real-world issues, rather than theoretical
planning. A close integration with environmental planning is desirable.

Environmental management thus is a field of study dedicated to
understanding human-environment interactions and the application of
science and commonsense to solving problems.
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The characteristics features of the environmental management are:
It deals with a world affected by humans;
It supports sustainable development;
It demands a multidisciplinary approach;
It has to integrate different development viewpoints;

The timescale involved extends the short term and concern ranges from
local to global; and it seeks to integrate natur and science, policy making and
planning.

During the last three decades too much awareness has been developed
regarding environmental protection and quality of life. The dictionary of
environment is renewed regularly with auditing, environmental friendly
products, environmental impact resource conservation etc., added. But all
this aspects have been converged when the wider concept of environmental
management has been emerged and also accepted as a tool for sustainable
development.

Some more definition of environmental management have been presented
separately in the Block.

For the progress of mankind as well as to maintain the quality of life, at
least at a minimum level, the entire environment, both physical and cultural,
should be properly managed. Due to environmental degradation, our society
is suffering in many ways. The main reason of such environmental deterioration
is its mismanagement. Therefore, the available and potential resources as
well as the essential elements of environment must be scientifically analysed
and managed. The time has come when our policy makers as well as society
should aim to protect, conserve and regulate the development in such a
way that it will not create any adverse effect on ecosystems and needs of
the people can be fulfilled.

Environmental Management Definition

Environmental management is concerned with the man-environment interface, that complex
boundary where bio-physical and socio-cultural systems interact (Hare 1970).

An approach which goes beyond natural resources management to encompass the political
and social as well as natural environment (Clarke, 1999).

Environmental management – a generic description of a process undertaken by systems-oriented
professionals with a natural science, social science or less commonly, an engineering, law, or
design background, tackling problems of human-altered environment on an interdisciplinary
basis from a quantitative and/or futuristic viewpoint (Dorney, 1989).

The process of allocating natural and artificial resources so as to make optimum use of the
environment in satisfying basis human needs minimum, and more, if possible, on a sustainable
basis (Jolly 1978).
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Throughout the world, particularly in developing countries, this is an
urgent need for the management of the total environment. In the first instance
environmental management must do three things: (i) identify goals, (ii) establish
whether these can be met and (iii) develop and implement means to do what
it deems possible. A simple scheme for environmental management has been
depicted in figure 1.1

Thus, environmental management is an approach, which integrates
ecology, policy making, planning and social development. Its main objectives
include:

To prevent and solve environmental problems;
To establish limits;
To develop research institutions and monitoring systems;
To warn threats and identify opportunities;
To suggest measure for resource conservation.

A General scheme for Environmental Management

Identification of objectives
Define Problems

Determination of Appropriate Action Plan

Implementation and Progress Evaluation

On Going Management

Monitoring and Adjust Management

Future Environmental Management and Planning

Fig. 1.1

 To develop a strategy for the improvement of quality of life;
 To suggest long-term and short-term policies for sustainable

development; and
 To identify new technology for sustainable development.
In brief, environmental management is necessary for environmental

planning which implies the optimal utilization of the earth’s resources and
preservation of the quality of environment for the healthy growth of society.




